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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Sacramento County Office of Education to waive portions of Education Code (EC) sections 35558(a) and 35737, which will then allow a different timeframe for staggering the terms of newly elected members of the governing board of a new unified school district formed from the existing Grant Joint Union High School District (GJUHSD), Del Paso Heights School District (DPHSD), North Sacramento School District (NSSD), and Rio Linda Union School District (RLUSD).
Waiver Number: 3-6-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
Recommendation for approval is conditional on the waiver applying only to the governing board of the above unification approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) on March 7, 2007.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has not previously considered a similar waiver request.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


On March 7, 2007, the SBE adopted a resolution approving the proposed unification of the G<><><><JUHSD, the >DPHSD, the N<SSD>, and the RLUSD. This resolution contained a provision specifying that the election for the first governing board of the new unified district will be held at the same time as the election on the unification proposal. The resolution, as required by EC Section 35737, further specified the length of the initial terms of the newly elected governing board members so that the governing board will ultimately have staggered terms that expire in years with regular election dates.
Unification proponents are concerned that staggering the initial board members’ terms of office, as described in the SBE March 7, 2007, resolution, would create instability in the new district because three trustees would have initial terms of only one year. Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) staff researched alternatives to provide for lengthier initial terms and arrived at a solution that can be accomplished in time for the November 2007 election. This solution entails both: (1) waiving portions of two EC sections and (2) amending the March 7, 2007, SBE resolution approving the unification petition (also on this July 2007 agenda). The effect of those actions would be to allow the initial terms of all trustees to be the same (three or four years depending on whether the initial board consolidates future trustee elections with the statewide general election) and to begin the staggering of terms with the second election.
The California Department of Education recommends that the SBE approve the waiver request. By allowing each member of the first governing board of the new unified school district (if approved by the electorate) to serve either a three- or four-year term, the waiver would prevent three members of the governing board of the new unified school district from being required to run for re-election after serving only a year on the board. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 6/13/07 to 12/31/07
Local board approval date(s): June 13, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): June 13, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 5/29/07 both Sacramento County Office of Education Teachers Association (SCOETA) and California School Employee Association (CSEA)
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: SCOETA, Gary Barker and CSEA, Dawn McCArron
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): SCOETA is neutral and CSEA is pending
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: 6/13/07
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Not applicable
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There will be no significant cost to the SCOE, any affected district, or the state due to approval of this waiver. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office.)
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