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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Twin Ridges Elementary School District (TRESD), located in Nevada County, to waive portions of Education Code (EC) sections 47605, 47605.1, and 47607 to allow Maria Montessori Charter Academy, a charter school located in the Rocklin Unified School District in Placer County, to continue to be authorized by the TRESD through June 30, 2008.
Waiver Number: 15-5-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the waiver be effective only from November 12, 2007, through June 30, 2008,  and the State Board of Education (SBE) state its intent not to renew the waiver. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Under EC Section 33050, a school district governing board may request a waiver of various provisions of statute and regulation for one or more of the schools under its jurisdiction. Maria Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA) is currently chartered by the Twin Ridges Elementary School District (TRESD). 

The SBE has received several waiver requests pertaining to the location of charter schools outside the chartering district. The SBE has approved the requests if limited to no more than one year and if needed to address transitional issues. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC sections 47605 and 47605.1 generally require a charter school authorized by a school district to be located within the district’s geographic boundaries. This requirement took effect January 1, 2003. Non-compliant charter schools in existence at that time were permitted to complete their existing charter terms. In most cases, as the affected charter schools’ terms have neared expiration, the schools have sought approval of new charters from the districts in which they are located. One consequence of a change in charter authorizer is that the affected charter school appears to be new (i.e., new charter number and new CDS code), even though it is not. 
The MMCA, which is located in the Rocklin Unified School District (RUSD) in Placer County, was granted a five-year charter renewal by the TRESD, which is located in Nevada County, in November 2002, just before the statutory location limitations took effect. The school’s charter term is due to expire in November 2007. 

Eventually, MMCA plans to seek a new charter from the RUSD. However, MMCA is currently involved in a state-financed facility project, and a change in charter number and CDS code would imperil the financing. Thus, this waiver would allow the TRESD to continue to be the school’s charter authorizer for the whole of 2007-08 (i.e., to June 30, 2008), a temporary, transitional extension of less than one year’s duration.
All of the affected parties are supportive of this waiver request, including the MMCA, TRESD, and RUSD, as well as the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools and the Placer County Superintendent of Schools. MMCA has a 2006 base Academic Performance Index (API) of 747, placing it in the statewide rank of 5 and the similar schools rank of 1. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: November 12, 2007, through June 30, 2008
Local board approval date(s): May 15, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): May 15, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): The MMCA has no bargaining units, and this request is submitted on the charter school’s behalf. 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: The MMCA has no bargaining units, and this request is submitted on the charter school’s behalf.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): The MMCA has no bargaining units, and this request is submitted on the charter school’s behalf.
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
The notice was also “posted at post office, school district office and local supermarket.”

Advisory committee(s) consulted: MMCA Governing Council
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:
Date(s) consulted: May 14, 2007

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver request would have essentially no impact on state costs. If state facility funding were not given to MMCA, it would be reallocated to other projects. If MMCA students were to be educated at other public schools, the cost to the state would be approximately the same.
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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