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	SUBJECT

California's Dropout Problem: Causes, Policy Approaches, and Interventions.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


ISSUE

What factors explain California’s high dropout rate? And what interventions and policies should be considered to address this problem?
RECOMMENDATION

Systematic study of the dropout problem and its solutions is still in its early stages. (See “Lack of Research, Data Hurts Dropout Efforts, Experts Say,” Education Week (May 8, 2007), attached as Attachment 1.)  The State Board should consider joining other state policymakers, researchers, and educators in studying the problem. The State Board should also consider promoting curative policies to the extent proven effective or promising. 
SUMMARY OF PRESENTATION TO BE MADE TO STATE BOARD 
According to the California Department of Education, the graduation rate for students in the Class of 2006 (measured from 9th grade through 12th grade) was approximately 67.1%. The rate was even lower for Hispanic students, African American students, and English Learners (approximately 55%, 56%, and 46.1% respectively). 

What factors explain why students drop out? What policies – particularly those at the state level -- should be adopted to address the dropout phenomenon? The purpose of this agenda item is to begin to answer these questions. Board staff has invited two particularly knowledgeable speakers to present on these issues. First, Senator Darrell Steinberg will speak generally about the dropout issue, and discuss four bills that he has introduced to help boost the graduation rate: SB 219 (“Real School Accountability”), SB 344 (“Middle Schools: Early Warning and Intervention”), SB 405 (“College and Career Opportunity Act”), and SB 406 (“Work Permits”). (Senator Steinberg’s bio is attached as Attachment 2, and summaries of the four bills are attached as Attachments 3 through 6.)

The second presenter will be Russell W. Rumberger, Professor in the Gervitz Graduate School of Education at the University of California, Santa Barbara. (His bio is attached as Attachment 7.) Professor Rumberger is director of the newly-formed California Dropout Research Project, which has contracted with leading scholars to conduct research and issue reports on California’s dropout problem. (The press release announcing the CDRP is attached as Attachment 8, and the “Project Description” is attached as Attachment 9.) Professor Rumberger will speak about the reasons students dropout, promising interventions and policies, and the work of the California Dropout Research Project.
ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1:  “Lack of Research, Data Hurts Dropout Efforts, Experts Say,” Education Week (May 8, 2007) (2 pages). http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2007/05/09/36dropout.h26.html
Attachment 2:  Senator Darrell Steinberg’s Biography (3 pages).  
Attachment 3:  Summary of SB 219 (Steinberg and Romero) (“Real School Accountability”) (1 page). 
Attachment 4:  Summary of SB 344 (Steinberg) (“Middle Schools: Early Warning and Intervention”) (1 page). 
Attachment 5:  Summary of SB 405 (Steinberg and Nunez) (“College and Career Opportunity Act”) (2 pages). 
Attachment 6:  Summary of SB 406 (Steinberg) (“Work Permits”) (1 page). 
Attachment 7:  Professor Russell W. Rumberger’s Biography (1 page). 

Attachment 8:  Press Release announcing California Dropout Research Project (May 2007) (4 pages). http://lmri.ucsb.edu/dropouts/pr1.pdf
Attachment 9:  Project Description of California Dropout Research Project (May 2007) (2 pages). http://lmri.ucsb.edu/dropouts/projectsummary.pdf
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