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PURPOSE

California is in the middle of a high school dropout crisis. Fewer than 70% of our 9th graders statewide, and fewer than 50% in some districts, go on to graduate from high school. More than 150,000 students may be leaving high school each year without a diploma. 

If the crisis is left unchecked, demographic trends indicate it will only worsen. Latinos are more than twice as likely as Whites to drop out, and are expected to grow dramatically as a proportion of school enrollment in the coming decade. The Public Policy Institute of California predicts that in 2025, there will be twice as many high school dropouts as there will be jobs to support them.

California's existing public school accountability system only holds schools responsible for raising test scores. There is no state-level accountability to assure students actually graduate, nor do we measure how well schools prepare graduating students for success in future academic or career endeavors -- important accomplishments the public expects of our schools.

Dropouts are:

· less likely than graduates to be employed;
· more likely to require public welfare support; 
· more likely to commit crimes and become incarcerated. 
More than 80% of CA prisoners did not graduate from high school. 

This crisis has serious consequences for children, families, schools, communities, and the strength of the California economy. Potential adverse impacts include a strain on the social welfare and corrections systems and a shortage of well-educated Californians to fuel the 21st-century economy.

BILL SUMMARY

SB 219 expands and improves California’s Academic Performance Index (API) to reflect the public’s fundamental expectations of our schools. It directs the state Superintendent and Board of Education to revise the API to include multiple measures, including: 
· 8th and 9th grade dropouts by 2008 (or when reliable data are available);

· 4-year graduation rates when data are available;
· Schools’ ability to prepare students for success in college and the world of work.

A diverse and broadly representative advisory group will be assembled to advise the Superintendent and State Board in revising the API to include these multiple measures. 
As recommended by the Legislative Analyst’s Office, SB 219 also assigns API responsibility to the school and district of origin for students enrolled in alternative education programs, thus ensuring that alternative placements are in the best interests of students, and actually increase the likelihood of graduation.
SUPPORT
· American Civil Liberties Union

· California Acorn

· California Continuing Education Association

· California PTA 

· California State University

· Californians Together

· EdTrust West

· EdVoice
· Junior Leagues of California

· Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce

· Public Advocates
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