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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP): Approve the List of Recommended PCSGP Planning and Implementation Grant Awardees
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the list of recommended planning and implementation grant awardees for the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP). The list will be presented as an Item Addendum, because scoring will be performed on a flow basis and every effort will be made to include as many qualifying applicants as possible.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In July, the SBE approved the Request for Applications (RFA) for the PCSGP. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In each fiscal year of the 2007-2010 federal PCSGP grant cycle, funding is available for a number of grants for planning and implementation activities of new charter schools in the state. Under this agenda item, the CDE requests that the SBE approve the award of planning and implementation grants to qualifying schools. An Item Addendum will provide key information about the applicants. 

In accordance with the SBE-approved RFA, the applications are being reviewed by Charter School Division (CSD) staff and, on a random selection basis, by peer reviewers, including representatives from the California Charter Schools Association and the Charter Schools Development Center. A four-point rubric published in the RFA is being used to evaluate the applications. Preference is given to applicants who propose to locate a charter school in the attendance area of a chronically low performing traditional public school, defined as being in Program Improvement Year 3, 4, or 5 under the No Child Left Behind Act and having an Academic Performance Index statewide ranking of 1 or 2.

Planning and Implementation grants will be reviewed throughout the year, and the CDE will have a standing item on the SBE agenda for approval of grant awards as the reviews are completed.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact of approving the recommended list of grant awardees is that the PCSGP funds will be released according to the time lines specified in California’s approved application for these funds.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


The list of recommended PCSGP planning and implementation grant awardees will be presented as an Item Addendum.
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