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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) Blueprints for Grades Eight through Eleven
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the reading/language arts blueprints for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for grades eight through eleven and the following mathematics blueprints: Algebra I and Geometry.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The testing contractor began the development of the STS in March of 2005 as authorized by Senate Bill (SB) 1448, Chapter 233, Statutes of 2004. SB 1448 requires that a test in Spanish that is aligned to the California content standards for reading/language arts and mathematics be developed to replace the designated primary language test. The designated primary language test is currently the Aprenda 3, a norm-referenced test which is available from Harcourt Assessment, Inc.

The purpose of the STS is to assess the level of students’ mastery of the California content standards in mathematics and reading/language arts in their primary language. Students required to take the STS are English learners (ELs), who are receiving instruction in Spanish, or ELs who have been enrolled in a U.S. school less than 12 months. At the option of the school district, other ELs may take the STS.

In July 2005, the SBE approved blueprints for grades two through four in reading/language arts and mathematics for the development of the STS. In July 2006, blueprints were approved for grades five through seven. The test contractor proceeded with the development of field test items for grades two through four and these grades were part of STAR testing in the spring of 2007. Grades five through seven will be field-tested in September 2007. As each grade level becomes operational, it will replace the norm-referenced designated primary language test, the Aprenda 3.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The STS Assessment Review Panel (ARP) reviewed and approved proposed blueprints for grades eight through eleven in March. The proposed blueprints are included for the SBEs 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


review and approval (Attachment 1 and 2). All of the content standards for both the reading/language arts and mathematics STS blueprints are the same standards that are assessed on the English-language arts and mathematics California Standards Tests (CSTs) blueprints.

The SBE has adopted CSTs in mathematics in grades eight through eleven. The CSTs are for algebra I, geometry, general mathematics (for students in grades eight or nine who are not taking algebra I or any other higher level mathematics course), algebra II, integrated mathematics 1, 2, and 3, and summative high school mathematics (for students in grades nine through eleven who have completed algebra II or integrated mathematics 3 and who either are taking higher level mathematics or no mathematics).
At this time, the CDE does not recommend STS assessments for general mathematics, algebra II, integrated mathematics 1, 2, or 3, or high school summative mathematics. The general mathematics CST is not currently linked to an end-of-course test.
Additionally, because of the small number of ELs who would be eligible to take algebra II, integrated mathematics 1, 2, and 3, and high school summative mathematics, it would be difficult to field test enough items for the STS to adequately develop a form in less than two years. Data from 2006 below shows both the number of ELs who either were receiving instruction in Spanish or were enrolled in a United States school less than 12 months who took the tests listed below, as well as the total number of students who took these tests:

	California Standards Tests
	Number of eligible EL students taking the test 
	Total Number of Students Taking the Test

	algebra II
	786
	213,087

	integrated Math 1
	56
	6,630

	integrated Math 2
	20
	4,219

	integrated Math 3
	3
	2,209

	high school summative mathematics
	79
	99,098


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, STS, California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and California Modified Assessment (CMA).
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  California Standards-Based Tests in Spanish (STS), Grades 8–11: Reading/Language Arts Proposed Blueprints (14 Pages)

Attachment 2:  California Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), Grades 8-11: Algebra 1 and Geometry Proposed Blueprints (5 Pages)

California Standards-Based Tests in Spanish (STS), Grades 8–11: Reading/Language Arts Proposed Blueprints

STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 8

	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT:  Students use their knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as well as historical and literary context clues, to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level appropriate words.
	9
	12%
	9
	12%

	1.1
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases
	2
	
	2
	

	1.2
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  understand the most important points in the history of English language and use common word origins to determine the historical influences on English word meanings
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  use word meanings within the appropriate context and show ability to verify those meanings by definition, restatement, example, comparison, or contrast
	5
	
	5
	

	2.0
READING COMPREHENSION (FOCUS ON INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS):  Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, and purpose. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Kindergarten Through Grade Eight illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, students read one million words annually on their own, including a good representation of narrative and expository text (e.g., classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, online information).
	18
	24%
	18
	24%

	2.1
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  compare and contrast the features and elements of consumer materials to gain meaning from documents (e.g., warranties, contracts, product information, instruction manuals)
	2
	
	2
	

	2.2
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  analyze text that uses proposition and support patterns
	3
	
	3
	

	2.3
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  find similarities and differences between texts in the treatment, scope, or organization of ideas
	2
	
	2
	

	2.4
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  compare the original text to a summary to determine whether the summary accurately captures the main ideas, includes critical details, and conveys the underlying meaning
	2
	
	2
	

	2.5
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  understand and explain the use of a complex mechanical device by following technical directions
	3
	
	3
	

	2.6
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  use information from a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents to explain a situation or decision and to solve a problem
	3
	
	3
	

	2.7
Expository Critique:  evaluate the unity, coherence, logic, internal consistency, and structural patterns of text
	3
	
	3
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 8 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	3.0
LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS:  Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Kindergarten Through Grade Eight illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.
	15
	20%
	15
	20%

	3.1
Structural Features of Literature:  determine and articulate the relationship among the purposes and characteristics of different forms of poetry (e.g., ballad, lyric, couplet, epic, elegy, ode, sonnet)
	2
	
	2
	

	3.2
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  evaluate the structural elements of the plot (e.g., subplots, parallel episodes, climax), the plot’s development, and the way in which conflicts are (or are not) addressed and resolved
	3
	
	3
	

	3.3
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters from different historical eras confronting similar situations or conflicts 
	2
	
	2
	

	3.4
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze the relevance of the setting (e.g., place, time, customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of the text
	2
	
	2
	

	3.5
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  identify and analyze recurring themes (e.g., good versus evil) across traditional and contemporary works 
	1
	
	1
	

	3.6
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  identify significant literary devices (e.g., metaphor, symbolism, dialect, irony) that define a writer’s style and use those elements to interpret the work
	3
	
	3
	

	3.7
Literary Criticism:  analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions, attitudes, and beliefs of its author (Biographical Approach)
	2
	
	2
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 8 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: WRITING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:  Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level.
	16
	21%
	16
	21%

	1.1
Sentence Structure:  use correct and varied sentence types and sentence openings to present a lively and effective personal style
	2
	
	2
	

	1.2
Sentence Structure:  identify and use parallelism, including similar grammatical forms, in all written discourse to present items in a series and items juxtaposed for emphasis
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Sentence Structure:  use subordination, coordination, apposition, and other devices to indicate clearly the relationship between ideas 
	3
	
	3
	

	1.4
Grammar:  edit written manuscripts to ensure that correct grammar is used
	3
	
	3
	

	1.5
Punctuation and Capitalization:  use correct punctuation and capitalization
	3
	
	3
	

	1.6
Spelling:  use correct spelling conventions
	3
	
	3
	

	1.0
WRITING STRATEGIES: Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing exhibits students’ awareness of audience and purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.
	17
	23%
	17
	23%

	1.1
Organization and Focus:  create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported conclusion
	4
	
	4
	

	1.2
Organization and Focus:  establish coherence within and among paragraphs through effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques
	4
	
	4
	

	1.3
Organization and Focus:  support theses or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases, quotations, opinions from authorities, comparisons, and similar devices
	3
	
	3
	

	1.4
Research and Technology:  plan and conduct multiple-step information searches by using computer networks and modems
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.5
Research and Technology:  achieve an effective balance between researched information and original ideas
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.6
Evaluation and Revision:  revise writing for word choice; appropriate organization; consistent point of view; and transitions between paragraphs, passages, and ideas
	6
	
	6
	

	TOTALS
	75
	100%
	75
	100 %


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 9 
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT:  Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.
	8
	11%
	8
	11%

	1.1
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations
	5
	
	5
	

	1.2
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words (e.g., the word “narcissistic” drawn from the myth of Narcissus and Echo)
	1
	
	1
	

	2.0
READING COMPREHENSION (FOCUS ON INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS): Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions advanced. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve (1990) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million words annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, online information. In grades nine and ten, students make substantial progress toward this goal.
	18
	24%
	18
	24%

	2.1
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes
	2
	
	2
	

	2.2
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents
	2
	
	2
	

	2.3
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched
	2
	
	2
	

	2.4
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  synthesize the content from several sources or works by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension
	2
	
	2
	

	2.5
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	2.6
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  demonstrate use of sophisticated learning tools by following technical directions (e.g., those found with graphic calculators and specialized software programs and access guides World Wide Web sites on the Internet)
	2
	
	2
	

	2.7
Expository Critique:  critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings
	4
	
	4
	

	2.8
Expository Critique:  evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material)
	4
	
	4
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 9 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	3.0
LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS: Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes. The selections in Recommended Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.
	16
	21%
	16
	21%

	3.1
Structural Features of Literature:  articulate the relationship between the expressed purposes and the characteristics of different forms of dramatic literature (e.g., comedy, tragedy, drama, dramatic monologue)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.2
Structural Features of Literature:  compare and contrast the presentation of a similar theme or topic across genres to explain how the selection of genre shapes the theme or topic
	2
	
	2
	

	3.3
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary text (e.g., internal and external conflicts, motivations, relationships, influences) and explain the way those interactions affect the plot
	2
	
	2
	

	3.4
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: determine characters’ traits by what the characters say about themselves in narration, dialogue, dramatic monologue, and soliloquy
	1
	
	1
	

	3.5
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: compare works that express a universal theme, and provide evidence to support the ideas expressed in each work
	2
	
	2
	

	3.6
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence, including the use of complex literary devices (e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.7
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal
	2
	
	2
	

	3.8
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and incongruities in a text
	1
	
	1
	

	3.9
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text
	1
	
	1
	

	3.10
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text: identify and describe the function of dialogue, scene designs, soliloquies, asides, and character foils in dramatic literature
	1
	
	1
	

	3.11
Literary Criticism:  evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism (Aesthetic Approach)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.12 Literary Criticism:  analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period (Historical Approach)
	1
	
	1
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 9 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: WRITING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:  Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.
	13
	17%
	13
	17%

	1.1
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semi-colons, colons, ellipses, hyphens)
	3
	
	3
	

	1.2
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses)
	3
	
	3
	

	1.3
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax
	3
	
	3
	

	1.4
Manuscript Form:  produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization
	3
	
	3
	

	1.5
Manuscript Form:  reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including
	1
	
	1
	

	
1)
title page presentation
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	
2)
pagination
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	
3)
spacing and margins
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	
4)
integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations, paraphrasing) with appropriate citations
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.0
WRITING STRATEGIES:  Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.
	20
	27%
	20
	27%

	1.1
Organization and Focus:  establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing
	3
	
	3
	

	1.2
Organization and Focus:  use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice
	3
	
	3
	

	1.3
Research and Technology:  use clear research questions and suitable research methods (e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources
	2
	
	2
	

	1.4
Research and Technology:  develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supportive evidence (e.g., scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses, definitions)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.5
Research and Technology:  synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiche, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.6
Research and Technology:  integrate quotations and citations into written text while maintaining the flow of ideas
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.7
Research and Technology:  use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., the Modern Language Association Handbook, The Chicago Manual of Style)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.8
Research and Technology:  design and publish documents by using advanced publishing software and graphic programs
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.9
Evaluation and Revision:  revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context
	6
	
	6
	

	TOTALS
	75
	100%
	75
	100%


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 10
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT:  Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.
	8
	11%
	8
	11%

	1.1
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and understand word derivations
	5
	
	5
	

	1.2
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of words and interpret the connotative power of words
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  identify Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and use the knowledge to understand the origin and meaning of new words (e.g., the word “narcissistic” drawn from the myth of Narcissus and Echo)
	1
	
	1
	

	2.0
READING COMPREHENSION (FOCUS ON INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS):  Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions advanced. The selections in Recommended Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve (1990) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million words annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and online information. In grades nine and ten, students make substantial progress toward this goal.
	18
	24%
	18
	24%

	2.1
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  analyze the structure and format of functional workplace documents, including the graphics and headers and explain how authors use the features to achieve their purposes
	2
	
	2
	

	2.2
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents
	2
	
	2
	

	2.3
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  generate relevant questions about readings on issues that can be researched
	2
	
	2
	

	2.4
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  synthesize the content from several sources or works by a single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension
	2
	
	2
	

	2.5
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	2.6
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  demonstrate use of sophisticated learning tools by following technical directions (e.g., those found with graphic calculators and specialized software programs and access guides to World Wide Web sites on the Internet)
	2
	
	2
	

	2.7
Expository Critique:  critique the logic of functional documents by examining the sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of possible reader misunderstandings
	4
	
	4
	

	2.8
Expository Critique:  evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material)
	4
	
	4
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 10 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	3.0
LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS:  Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent patterns and themes. The selections in Recommended Literature, Grades Nine Thorough Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.
	16
	21%
	16
	21%

	3.1
Structural Features of Literature:  articulate the relationship between the expressed purposes and the characteristics of different forms of dramatic literature (comedy, tragedy, drama, dramatic monologue)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.2
Structural Features of Literature:  compare and contrast the presentation of a similar theme or topic across genres to explain how the selection of genre shapes the theme or topic 
	2
	
	2
	

	3.3
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary text (e.g., internal and external conflicts, motivations, relationships, influences) and the way those interactions affect the plot
	2
	
	2
	

	3.4
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  determine characters’ traits by what the characters say about themselves in narration, dialogue, dramatic monologue, soliloquy
	1
	
	1
	

	3.5
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  compare works that express a universal theme, and provide evidence to support the ideas expressed in each work
	2
	
	2
	

	3.6
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence, including the use of complex literary devices (e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.7
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal
	2
	
	2
	

	3.8
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and incongruities in a text
	1
	
	1
	

	3.9
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text
	1
	
	1
	

	3.10
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  identify and describe the function of dialogue, scene designs, soliloquies, asides, and character foils in dramatic literature
	1
	
	1
	

	3.11
Literary Criticism:  evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism (Aesthetic Approach)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.12
Literary Criticism:  analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period (Historical Approach)
	1
	
	1
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 10 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: WRITING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WRITTEN AND ORAL LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:  Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.
	13
	17%
	13
	17%

	1.1
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semi-colons, colons, ellipses, hyphens)
	3
	
	3
	

	1.2
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses)
	3
	
	3
	

	1.3
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing:  demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax
	3
	
	3
	

	1.4
Manuscript Form:  produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization
	3
	
	3
	

	1.5
Manuscript Form:  reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including
	1
(rotating annually)
	
	1
(rotating annually)
	

	
1)
title page presentation
	1/4
	
	1/4
	

	
2)
pagination
	1/4
	
	1/4
	

	
3)
spacing and margins
	1/4
	
	1/4
	

	
4)
integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations, paraphrasing) with appropriate citations
	1/4
	
	1/4
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 10 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: WRITING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WRITING STRATEGIES:  Students write coherent and focused essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.
	20
	27%
	20
	27%

	1.1
Organization and Focus:  establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing
	3
	
	3
	

	1.2
Organization and Focus:  use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and active rather than the passive voice
	3
	
	3
	

	1.3
Research and Technology:  use clear research questions and suitable research methods (e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources
	2
	
	2
	

	1.4
Research and Technology:  develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supportive evidence (e.g., scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses, definitions)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.5
Research and Technology:  synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiche, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.6
Research and Technology:  integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.7
Research and Technology:  use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., the Modern Language Association Handbook, The Chicago Manual of Style)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.8
Research and Technology:  design and publish documents by using advanced publishing software and graphic programs
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.9
Evaluation and Revision:  revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context
	6
	
	6
	

	TOTALS
	75
	100%
	75
	100%


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 11
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT: Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.
	8
	11%
	8
	11%

	1.1
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  trace the etymology of significant terms used in political science and history
	2
	
	2
	

	1.2
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to draw inferences concerning the meaning of scientific and mathematical terminology
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific comparisons as well as relationships and inferences
	4
	
	4
	

	2.0
READING COMPREHENSION (FOCUS ON INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS):  Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions advanced. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million words annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and online information. 
	19
	25%
	19
	25%

	2.1
Structural Features of Informational Materials:  analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and devices
	4
	
	4
	

	2.2
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text 
	3
	
	3
	

	2.3
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents 
	2
	
	2
	

	2.4
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s argument by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations
	2
	
	2
	

	2.5
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject
	2
	
	2
	

	2.6
Expository Critique:  critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion)
	6
	
	6
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH

GRADE 11 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	3.0
LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS: Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social science. They conduct in-depth analyses of recurrent themes. The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. 
	17
	23%
	17
	23%

	3.1
Structural Features of Literature:  analyze characteristics of sub-genres (e.g., satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that are used in poetry, prose, plays, novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres
	3
	
	3
	

	3.2
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim
	1
	
	1
	

	3.3
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze the way in which irony, tone, mood, the author’s style, and the “sound” of language achieve specific rhetorical or aesthetic purposes or both
	2
	
	2
	

	3.4
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sounds to evoke reader’s emotions
	1
	
	1
	

	3.5
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions:
	3
(rotating annually)
	
	3
(rotating annually)
	

	
1)
trace the development of American literature from the Colonial period forward
	0-3
	
	0-3
	

	
2)
contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and describe how works by members of different cultures relate to one another in each period
	0-3
	
	0-3
	

	
3)
evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and settings
	0-3
	
	0-3
	

	3.6
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze the way in which authors through the centuries have used archetypes drawn from myth and tradition in literature, film, political speeches, and religious writings (e.g., how the archetypes of banishment from an ideal world may be used to interpret Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth)
	1
	
	1
	

	3.7
Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  analyze recognized works of world literature from a variety of authors:
	NA*
(Grade 12 curriculum)
	
	NA*
(Grade 12 curriculum)
	

	
1)
contrast the major literary forms, techniques, and characteristics of the major literary periods (e.g., Homeric Greece, Medieval Period, Romantic, Neoclassic, Modern)
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	
2)
relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues of their eras
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	
3)
evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and settings
	NA*
	
	NA*
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 11 (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: READING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	3.8
Literary Criticism:  analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., suffrage, women’s role in organized labor) (Political Approach)
	3
	
	3
	

	3.9
Literary Criticism:  analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine whether the authors’ positions have contributed to the quality of each work and the credibility of its characters (Philosophical Approach)
	3
	
	3
	


STANDARDS-BASED TESTS IN SPANISH
GRADE 11(Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: WRITING
	# of items on CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	1.0
WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:  Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.
	9
	12%
	9
	12%

	1.1
demonstrate control of grammar, diction, paragraph and sentence structure, and an understanding of English
	7
	
	7
	

	1.2
produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.0
WRITING STRATEGIES: Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process.
	22
	29%
	22
	29%

	1.1
Organization and Focus:  demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments
	4
	
	4
	

	1.2
Organization and Focus:  use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes
	2
	
	2
	

	1.3
Organization and Focus:  structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples
	4
	
	4
	

	1.4
Organization and Focus:  enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action
	4
	
	4
	

	1.5
Organization and Focus:  use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone
	2
	
	2
	

	1.6
Research and Technology:  develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources)
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.7
Research and Technology:  use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies)
	2
	
	2
	

	1.8
Research and Technology:  integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents
	NA*
	
	NA*
	

	1.9
Evaluation and Revision:  revise text to highlight individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre
	4
	
	4
	

	TOTALS
	75
	100%
	75
	100%


California Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS), 
Grades 8-11: Algebra 1 and Geometry Proposed Blueprints
CALIFORNIA STANDARDS-BASED TEST IN SPANISH
ALGEBRA I

	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: ALGEBRA I
	# of items on the CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	Symbolic reasoning and calculations with symbols are central in algebra. Through the study of algebra, a student develops an understanding of the symbolic language of mathematics and the sciences. In addition, algebraic skills and concepts are developed and used in a wide variety of problem-solving situations.
	
	
	
	

	Algebra I 
	65
	100%
	65
	100%

	1.0
Students identify and use the arithmetic properties of subsets of integers and rational, irrational, and real numbers, including closure properties for the four basic arithmetic operations where applicable:
	
	
	
	

	1.1
Students use properties of numbers to demonstrate whether assertions are true or false.
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	2.0*
Students understand and use such operations as taking the opposite, finding the reciprocal, taking a root, and raising to a fractional power. They understand and use the rules of exponents. 
	4
	
	4
	

	3.0
Students solve equations and inequalities involving absolute values. 
	1
	
	1
	

	4.0*
Students simplify expressions prior to solving linear equations and inequalities in one variable, such as   3(2x-5) + 4(x-2) = 12. 
	3
	
	3
	

	5.0*
Students solve multi-step problems, including word problems, involving linear equations and linear inequalities in one variable and provide justification for each step. 
	6
	
	6
	

	6.0*
Students graph a linear equation and compute the x- and y- intercepts (e.g., graph 2x + 6y = 4). They are also able to sketch the region defined by linear inequality (e.g., they sketch the region defined by 2x + 6y < 4). 
	4
	
	4
	

	7.0*
Students verify that a point lies on a line, given an equation of the line. Students are able to derive linear equations using the point-slope formula. 
	4
	
	4
	

	8.0
Students understand the concepts of parallel lines and perpendicular lines and how those slopes are related. Students are able to find the equation of a line perpendicular to a given line that passes through a given point. 
	1
	
	1
	

	9.0*
Students solve a system of two linear equations in two variables algebraically and are able to interpret the answer graphically. Students are able to solve a system of two linear inequalities in two variables and to sketch the solution sets. 
	5
	
	5
	


CALIFORNIA STANDARDS-BASED TEST IN SPANISH 

ALGEBRA I (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: ALGEBRA I
	# of items on the CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	10.0*
Students add, subtract, multiply, and divide monomials and polynomials. Students solve multi-step problems, including word problems, by using these techniques. 
	4
	
	4
	

	11.0
Students apply basic factoring techniques to second-and simple third-degree polynomials. These techniques include finding a common factor for all terms in a polynomial, recognizing the difference of two squares, and recognizing perfect squares of binomials. 
	2
	
	2
	

	12.0*
Students simplify fractions with polynomials in the numerator and denominator by factoring both and reducing them to the lowest terms. 
	3
	
	3
	

	13.0*
Students add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational expressions and functions. Students solve both computationally and conceptually challenging problems by using these techniques. 
	4
	
	4
	

	14.0*
Students solve a quadratic equation by factoring or completing the square. 
	3
	
	3
	

	15.0*
Students apply algebraic techniques to solve rate problems, work problems, and percent mixture problems.
	4
	
	4
	

	16.0
Students understand the concepts of a relation and a function, determine whether a given relation defines a function, and give pertinent information about given relations and functions. 
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	17.0
Students determine the domain of independent variables and the range of dependent variables defined by a graph, a set of ordered pairs, or a symbolic expression. 
	1
	
	1
	

	18.0
Students determine whether a relation defined by a graph, a set of ordered pairs, or a symbolic expression is a function and justify the conclusion.
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	19.0*
Students know the quadratic formula and are familiar with its proof by completing the square. 
	2
	
	2
	

	20.0*
Students use the quadratic formula to find the roots of a second-degree polynomial and to solve quadratic equations. 
	3
	
	3
	

	21.0*
Students graph quadratic functions and know that their roots are the x-intercepts. 
	3
	
	3
	

	22.0
Students use the quadratic formula or factoring techniques or both to determine whether the graph of a quadratic function will intersect the x-axis in zero, one, or two points. 
	1
	
	1
	


CALIFORNIA STANDARDS-BASED TEST IN SPANISH
ALGEBRA I (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: ALGEBRA I
	# of items on the CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	23.0*
Students apply quadratic equations to physical problems, such as the motion of an object under the force of gravity.
	3
	
	3
	

	24.0   Students use and know simple aspects of a logical argument:
	
	
	
	

	24.1
Students explain the difference between inductive and deductive reasoning and identify and provide examples of each.
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	24.2
Students identify the hypothesis and conclusion in logical deduction.
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	24.3
Students use counterexamples to show that an assertion is false and recognize that a single counterexample is sufficient to refute an assertion.
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	25.0   Students use properties of the number system to judge the validity of results, to justify each step of a procedure, and to prove or disprove statements:
	
	
	
	

	25.1
Students use properties of numbers to construct simple, valid arguments (direct and indirect) for, or formulate counterexamples to, claimed assertions.
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	25.2
Students judge the validity of an argument according to whether the properties of the real number system and the order of operations have been applied correctly at each step.
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	25.3
Given a specific algebraic statement involving linear, quadratic, or absolute value expressions or equations or inequalities, students determine whether the statement is true sometimes, always, or never.
	1/2**
	
	1/2**
	

	TOTALS
	65
	
	65
	


CALIFORNIA STANDARDS-BASED TEST IN SPANISH

GEOMETRY

	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: GEOMETRY
	# of items on the CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	The geometric skills and concepts in this discipline are useful to all students. Aside from learning these skills and concepts, students will develop their ability to construct formal, logical arguments and proofs in geometric settings and problems.
	
	
	
	

	Geometry
	65
	100%
	65
	100%

	1.0*
Students demonstrate understanding by identifying and giving examples of undefined terms, axioms, theorems, and inductive and deductive reasoning.
	2
	
	2
	

	2.0*
Students write geometric proofs, including proofs by contradiction.
	3
	
	3
	

	3.0* 
Students construct and judge the validity of a logical argument and give counterexamples to disprove a statement.
	4
	
	4
	

	4.0*
Students prove basic theorems involving congruence and similarity.
	5
	
	5
	

	5.0
 Students prove that triangles are congruent or similar, and they are able to use the concept of corresponding parts of congruent triangles.
	2
	
	2
	

	6.0
Students know and are able to use the triangle inequality theorem.
	1
	
	1
	

	7.0*
Students prove and use theorems involving the properties of parallel lines cut by a transversal, the properties of quadrilaterals, and the properties of circles.
	5 2/3**
	
	5 2/3**
	

	8.0*
Students know, derive, and solve problems involving perimeter, circumference, area, volume, lateral area, and surface area of common geometric figures.
	4
	
	4
	

	9.0
Students compute the volumes and surface areas of prisms, pyramids, cylinders, cones, and spheres; and students commit to memory the formulas for prisms, pyramids, and cylinders.
	2
	
	2
	

	10.0*
Students compute areas of polygons, including rectangles, scalene triangles, equilateral triangles, rhombi, parallelograms, and trapezoids.
	4
	
	4
	

	11.0
Students determine how changes in dimensions affect the perimeter, area, and volume of common geometric figures and solids.
	1
	
	1
	

	12.0*
Students find and use measures of sides and of interior and exterior angles of triangles and polygons to classify figures and solve problems.
	5
	
	5
	

	13.0
Students prove relationships between angles in polygons by using properties of complementary, supplementary, vertical, and exterior angles.
	2
	
	2
	

	14.0*
Students prove the Pythagorean theorem.
	1/3**
	
	1/3**
	

	15.0
Students use the Pythagorean theorem to determine distance and find missing lengths of sides of right triangles.
	2
	
	2
	


CALIFORNIA STANDARDS-BASED TEST IN SPANISH

GEOMETRY (Con’t)
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS: GEOMETRY
	# of items on the CST
	%
	Recommended # of items on STS
	%

	16.0*
Students perform basic constructions with a straightedge and compass, such as angle bisectors, perpendicular bisectors, and the line parallel to a given line through a point off the line.
	4
	
	4
	

	17.0*
Students prove theorems by using coordinate geometry, including the midpoint of a line segment, the distance formula, and various forms of equations of lines and circles.
	3
	
	3
	

	18.0*
Students know the definitions of the basic trigonometric functions defined by the angles of a right triangle. They also know and are able to use elementary relationships between them. For example, tan(x) = sin(x)/cos(x), (sin (x))2 + (cos (x))2 = 1.
	3
	
	3
	

	19.0*
Students use trigonometric functions to solve for an unknown length of a side of a right triangle, given an angle and a length of a side.
	3
	
	3
	

	20.0
Students know and are able to use angle and side relationships in problems with special right triangles, such as 30°, 60°, and 90° triangles and 45°, 45°, and 90° triangles.
	1
	
	1
	

	21.0*
Students prove and solve problems regarding relationships among chords, secants, tangents, inscribed angles, and inscribed and circumscribed polygons of circles.
	5
	
	5
	

	22.0*
Students know the effect of rigid motions on figures in the coordinate plane and space, including rotations, translations, and reflections.
	3
	
	3
	

	TOTALS
	65
	100%
	65
	100%
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