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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Recommendations Related to California’s Assignment of Corrective Actions for Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement Corrective Action
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adjust the reporting timelines for the 97 local educational agencies (LEAs) in Program Improvement (PI) Corrective Action that were the subject of SBE action in March 2008 as noted below.
 
(1) Maintain the reporting timeline for July 2008 for the LEAs required to use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI or to address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets in their amended LEA Plans or LEA Plan Addenda. 

(2) Require the LEAs with SBE-assigned District Assistance and Intervention Teams (DAITs) to provide an interim report by August 15, 2008, to CDE detailing the progress of their DAIT’s work and their LEA Plan revision. 

(3) Require the LEAs contracting with DAITs or other assistance teams approved by CDE to provide an interim report by August 15, 2008, to CDE detailing the progress of their DAIT’s work and their LEA Plan revision.

(4) Receive a summary of LEA interim reports from CDE at the September 2008 SBE meeting.

(5) Require the LEAs with SBE-assigned DAITs to complete and deliver to CDE their revised LEA Plans by September 30, 2008. 

(6) Require the LEAs contracting with DAITs or other assistance teams approved by CDE to complete and deliver to CDE their revised LEA Plans and district capacity studies by September 30, 2008.

	RECOMMENDATION (Cont.)


(7) Receive a summary of LEA Plans and district capacity studies from CDE at the November SBE meeting, including recommendations for any changes in the plans that the board may want to consider. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2008, the SBE took the following individual actions:

· Assigned Corrective Action F to each PI LEA in Corrective Action: “Instituting and fully implementing a new curriculum that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development based on scientifically-based research for all relevant staff that offers substantial promise of improving educational achievement for high priority pupils.” California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.57(c)(1)(F).
· Required each LEA to amend its LEA Plan or Plan Addendum identifying objectives and action steps to fully implement the corrective action and bring LEA Plans and LEA Plan Addendums to the SBE for review at the July 2008 meeting.

· Required seven LEAs as identified in Attachment 1 to individually contract with an SBE-assigned county office of education or other assistance provider approved by the CDE to analyze the capacities of the LEA including, but not limited to, fiscal, governance, and academic – especially those facing English learners (EL) and students with disabilities (SWD), and report to the SBE by its July 2008 meeting with recommendations for corrective action.

· Required 38 LEAs as identified in Attachment 1 to individually contract with an approved DAIT or other intervention team approved by the CDE to analyze the capacities of the LEA including, but not limited to, fiscal, governance, and academic – especially those facing EL and SWD, and report to the SBE by its July 2008 meeting with recommendations for corrective action; make recommendations to improve student achievement; and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the corrective action and any recommendations made by the DAIT or other intervention team approved by the CDE. The LEA shall have the opportunity to appeal the recommendations of the DAIT or other intervention team approved by the CDE to the SBE by an appeal process developed by the CDE and approved by the SBE.

· Required 44 LEAs as identified in Attachment 1 to use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)  


· Required seven LEAs as identified in Attachment 1 to address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make AYP targets.

· Required the Orange County Office of Education to address the reasons the LEA failed to make AYP targets.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Modifying the due date for LEA Plan submission to the SBE from July 2008 to September 2008 will provide LEAs with sufficient time to conduct a full analysis of current school conditions and identify appropriate improvement actions. Also, it is likely that the uncertainty LEAs currently face concerning state and federal resources needed to support improvement plans will be reduced between July and September.

Substantive revision to the LEA Plan requires deep analysis and discussion. The LEA must first assess district-wide implementation of the most recent SBE adoptions for mathematics and for the soon-to-be-adopted English-language arts materials; this entails a school-by-school administration of the grade-span-appropriate Academic Program Survey, and possibly subsequent site visits to verify findings. Second, district-level assessments, such as the English Learner Subgroup Self Assessment and the Least Restrictive Environment Self Assessment may also be deemed appropriate if either or both of these student groups failed to meet AYP targets. Third, all assessments data will need to be summarized and analyzed by the LEA. Only then will the LEA be poised to identify and plan activities to address LEA-wide priorities. Finally, each action identified in the LEA plan or Plan Addendum must be accompanied by specific benchmarks, estimated costs and funding sources.

Resources available to the LEA will affect selection of improvement activities. Given current budget discussions, LEA funding for the 2008-09 year is uncertain. LEAs are unable to amend their LEA Plans for the next fiscal year until they know their budgets for the general reallocation of funds. Also, resources are currently being sought through the legislative and budgetary process to use part of the federal Title 1 set-aside funds for PI activities to help support the costs of a DAIT or other LEA intervention team. The financial ability of LEAs to contract with a DAIT or other intervention team will require use of these set-aside funds to meet the SBE requirement.

The outcome of this effort will not likely be known prior to the July 2008 meeting making it unrealistic to require that an LEA will both contract with a provider and complete a study of its fiscal, governance, and academic capacities to serve all students within this timeline. Given the lack of clarity on the fiscal resources actually available to these LEAs in 2008-09, it will be impossible for them to determine by the July 2008 meeting
whether planned improvement activities can be feasibly implemented. An adjustment of the reporting timeline will provide the districts with a more accurate understanding of the 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


resources available to them in 2008-09 and greater assurance of their ability to implement their proposed LEA Plans.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Budget authority is currently being sought to use part of the federal Title 1 set-aside for PI activities to support PI LEAs in Corrective Action. Up to $45 million may be appropriated to help PI LEAs amend LEA Plans, implement action steps, support technical assistance to address the reasons why the LEA advanced in PI and in selected cases contract with a DAIT to aid the LEA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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