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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
january 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by North Monterey County Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive Education Code 60422(a), the “24 month rule,” for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in Reading/Language Arts-English-Language Development (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months.

Waiver Number: 14-10-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) deny the waiver request to delay acquisition and implementation of instructional materials from the 2008 Reading/Language Arts–English-Language Development Adoption based upon declines in assessment scores and negative growth 
in the 2007-2008 Academic Performance Index (API). 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The statutory requirements to request this waiver are outlined in EC Section 60422(c):

      EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional 
      time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board 
      of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of 
      the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.
2. The district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each student.
3. The district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.

All of the previous waivers of this type have been approved by the SBE.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 60422 outlines the requirements of the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP). One of these requirements is that districts accepting this funding from the state provide standards-aligned instructional materials to students, “by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the SBE.”
The district has requested that the SBE provide it with additional time to purchase standards-aligned instructional materials in Language Arts for its elementary and middle school students. The district has provided supporting evidence to indicate that it has met each of the criteria listed in EC Section 60422(c):

1. The district is currently using materials from the 2002 Reading/Language Arts–English-Language Development Adoption list, including Open Court program by SRA/McGraw Hill for kindergarten through grade six (K-6), and the Language of Literature program by McDougal Littell for grades seven through eight. The district reports a focused and deliberate effort over the past three years to implement with fidelity, using Essential Program Components. All Kindergarten through grade eight teachers have been provided with SB 472 training on these programs. The district has created benchmark assessments, aligned with the materials and CST’s which are being implemented grades two through eight. They request a waiver for one year for the adoption of the new language arts materials.
2. The district submitted a copy of its sufficiency resolution from 2008-2009, stating that its students have sufficient instructional materials. All students have copies of the instructional materials of the current adopted language arts program: K-6 Open Court (English) and Houghton Mifflin Lectura (Spanish) and 7-8 McDougal Littell Language of Literature.
3. The district has submitted an alternate plan for compliance with IMFRP deadlines.
           The district will finalize their adoption of new mathematics instructional materials in 
           March 2009 and implement in August 2009. The district wishes to focus on 
           professional development and coaching in the math area. The district has a high 
           percentage of English Learners and socio-economically disadvantaged students so            teachers have expressed a need for training focused on strategies for re-teaching,
           scaffolding, and intervention. This training will take place throughout the 2009-2010
           school year on district-wide staff days and site based articulation days. District-wide

           pacing guides and benchmark assessments will be revised to reflect the new math 

           materials.
4. In addition, the district states that they would like to delay adoption of a new language arts program by 12 months in order to “provide an additional year of implementation… to improve the effectiveness of the current language arts program” and “to allow K-8 teachers to focus on the implementation of math instructional materials that will be adopted and in use by August 2009.” 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


However, results from the district’s California Standards Test in English-language arts for grades two through eight predominately indicate declining scores for those scoring 
proficient or advanced. In 2007, only grade six increased in the percentage scoring

proficient or advanced, while grades two and five remained the same, and grades three, 
four, seven, and eight all declined. 
In 2008, only grades six and seven increased, while grade four remained the same, and grades two, three, five, and eight all declined. Further, in 2008 the percentages of the district‘s students scoring proficient or advanced were far below the statewide average for all grades two through eight. (See Attachment 1)
Additionally, none of the district’s five elementary and middle schools met their 2007-2008 API Growth Targets for both schoolwide and subgroups. API statewide ranks for these five schools range from one to four. 
While North Monterey County USD is not in Program Improvement, the five kindergarten through grade eight school sites are in program improvement. Castroville Elementary School, Echo Valley Elementary School, and North Monterey County Middle School are in year five; Prunedale Elementary School is in year three, and Elkhorn Elementary School is in year one.

Based upon these data, the CDE asserts that the district’s current K-8 program is insufficient and that it should utilize state-provided IMFRP funds to adopt and implement instructional materials from the 2008 Reading/Language Arts–English-Language Development Adoption list within the timelines established by EC Section 60422. 
The department recommends denial of this waiver request.
Demographic Information: The district has a grade K-8 student population of 3,046 and is located in the urban fringe of a mid-sized city in Monterey County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 60422(c)(1) through (3) 
Period of request: August 1, 2010, through August 1, 2011
Local board approval date(s): October 16, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): October 9, 2008  
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): NMC Federation of Teachers; Dean Lines
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


North Monterey County USD’s 2008-09 IMFRP is estimated at $321,229. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
CDE Staff Analysis (1 Page)

Attachment 2:
Specific Waiver Request (6 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is availabe in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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