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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, the 2009 California Writing Standards Tests, Grades Four and Seven; Released Test Questions; the 2009 Pre-Test Workshops; and 2008 California Modified Assessment Proficiency Level Results by Disability.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its January 2009 meeting, the SBE requested the CDE provide aggregate proficiency levels by disability type for the California Modified Assessment (CMA).

At the January 2005 meeting, the SBE approved recommendations to use, beginning in 2006, a one-reader model with at least a 10 percent double read for scoring the grades four and seven writing tests; and, approved field testing 40 additional writing tasks as recommended by staff. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


2009 California Standards Tests for Writing, Grades Four and Seven

The California Standards Tests (CSTs) for Writing, given in grades four and seven, are scheduled to be administered on March 3, 2009, at schools in session on that date and will be administered on May 5 at schools that were not in session on March 3. 

Teacher guides for the CSTs for Writing are available on the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.The guides contain questions and answers about the CSTs for Writing, the scoring rubrics, and student responses that illustrate the level of student writing at each score point. They are posted online annually, near the end of the current school year or at the beginning of the next school year.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Released Test Questions

Education Code Section 60640(l) requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, with the approval of the SBE, to annually release to the public test items from the standards-based achievement tests pursuant to Section 60642.5 administered in previous years. The Released Test Questions (RTQs) are representative of content measured by items on the test and are representative of a range of difficulty on each test from the 2003 through 2008 CSTs. Educational Testing Services (ETS) annually conducts a review of RTQs with the Assessment Review Panels (ARPs). Selected RTQs for 2008 will be added to the existing RTQs and will be available in February 2009 on the STAR Program Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp.
In addition to the RTQs already provided, ETS has developed parent information packets and a Web site with exemplar items. Exemplars are a subset of the RTQs. The exemplars are examples of student performance on the CST multiple-choice tests that illustrate a specific level of achievement in a content area within a given performance level category: advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic. CDE staff and ETS will work with SBE staff to develop a plan for dissemination as a part of the overall communication plan. Adding the parent information packets and Web site to the communication plan will provide valuable information to parents, teachers, and the general public on the STAR Program. The exemplar Web site will be available to the public by the end of March 2009.
2009 Pre-Test Workshops

ETS conducted 10 pre-test workshops as well as two Webcasts for school districts and county offices of education (COEs) throughout the state in January. The purpose of the workshops was to prepare district STAR coordinators to train all test site (school) STAR coordinators, test examiners, and proctors for the 2009 STAR administration.

2008 California Modified Assessment Proficiency Level Results by Disability

The data provided in Attachment 1, 2008 CMA Proficiency Level Results by Disability, show the number and percent of students by disability and proficiency level for grades three, four, and five in English–language arts, grades three, four, and five in mathematics, and grade five in science. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the STAR Program. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 2008 California Modified Assessment Proficiency Level Results by Disability (5 Pages)
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