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Judy J. Pinegar, Education Administrator
Waiver Office
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:
Today’s Fresh Start Charter School Waiver Request


Dear Superintendent O’Connell:

The Compton Unified School District (“District”) has reviewed Today’s Fresh Start Charter School’s (“TFSCS”) request for a waiver of Education Code §§ 47605(a)(1) and 47605(a)(5).   The District is informed that TFSCS is charted by the Inglewood Unified School District and also separately chartered by the Los Angeles County Office of Education.  It is under its charter from the Inglewood Unified School District that TFSCS is requesting a wavier of Education Code §§ 47605(a)(1) and 47605(a)(5).  

The District opposes the waiver request.  We oppose the waiver because it would permit TFSCS to operate its school under the auspices of its charter from the Inglewood Unified School District, outside of the boundaries of the Inglewood Unified School District, and within the boundaries of the Compton Unified School District for the next five years.  This is not consistent with TFSCS’s charter with the Inglewood Unified School District or the applicable regulations for the location of charter schools.

Further, this upcoming school year, the District will co-locate a new charter school authorized by the State Board of Education, the Barack Obama Charter School, on one of its campuses.  Permitting TFSCS to also locate within Compton’s geographic boundaries while operating under its charter given by a neighboring school district would result in two new ongoing charter operations in Compton, neither of which is chartered by the District.

The District understands the value of charter schools in California’s public education environment and will continue to adhere to the applicable laws and regulations governing charter school operations.  Granting TFSCS’s waiver request, however, would directly contradict one such core concept of charter schools – the location of the operation within the chartering agency’s geographic boundary. 

Thank you for your consideration of our view.

Sincerely,
Kaye E. Burnside, Ed.D.
Superintendent

