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	SUBJECT

Charter Schools Division Update Including, But Not Limited to, State Board-Authorized Charter Schools, Public Charter Schools Grant Program, and Charter School Regulations Development.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Since 1992, 74 charter petition appeals have been submitted to the SBE for consideration. Of these 74, the SBE approved 30 petitions on appeal of local denial, 28 petitions were withdrawn by the petitioners prior to formal consideration by the SBE, the 

SBE denied 10 petitions, the SBE did not take formal action on 3 petitions, and 3 petitions are before the SBE today. 

Of the 30 petitions approved by the SBE since 1992, 29 charter schools are currently operating under SBE oversight, and 9 charter schools are no longer under SBE oversight due to charter renewal at the local level, abandonment, and revocation. Of the 29 charter schools currently operating under SBE oversight, the SBE approved 15 on appeal of local denial, 11 under 3 statewide benefit charters, and the SBE renewed 3 charter schools on appeal of local denial.

Eight all-charter districts are currently operating under the joint authorization of the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The all-charter districts operate a total of eighteen schools.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Academic achievement data regarding SBE-authorized charter schools are included as Attachment 1 of this item.
The CDE, on behalf of the SBE, awarded $77 million in Public Charter School Grant Program (PCSGP) funds to 224 new charter schools in the 2007–10 grant cycle. As described in California’s 2007–10 application for funding to the U.S. Department of 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Education (ED), the state’s grant program was designed to (1) provide new charter schools with planning and implementation grants that enhance their capability to design, open, and operate high-quality charter schools in high-need areas in California; and (2) provide existing, high-performing charter schools with grants to disseminate best practices to charter and non-charter schools to catalyze stronger academic achievement through the improvement of practices across the educational system in California. 

In the 2007–10 PCSGP grant cycle, 214 planning and implementation grants were awarded to new charter schools, totaling $70.3 million. Of the 214 planning and implementation grant awards, 113 (53 percent) were made to schools that serve students whose home attendance area school is in NCLB Program Improvement. Eight two-year dissemination grants were awarded to existing, high-performing charter schools, totaling $6.7 million. Dissemination sub-grantees are currently in the implementation phase of the two-year dissemination grant project period. Sub-grantees are expected to report on their implementation strategies of best practices learned through their respective dissemination grant projects by the close of the grant project period in July 2010. 

The San Joaquin County Office of Education (San Joaquin COE) will evaluate the progress of the performance measures and intended outcomes of California’s PCSGP, as identified in the state’s 2007–10 application for funding to ED. For a contract of $361,329, the San Joaquin COE will collect and review data, survey charter school administrators, conduct dissemination sub-grantee site visits, and meet with CDE and SBE personnel to gather data and documentation to conduct the evaluation review. The evaluation contract began on May 17, 2010, and will end on October 31, 2010.
The CDE is in the process of completing monitoring visits to at least 30 percent of current grant recipients that are in operation. The CDE expects to complete the monitoring visits by the end of June 2010.

At the May 2010 SBE meeting, the SBE approved the commencement of the rulemaking process for amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, regarding charter revocation and revocation appeals. The 45-day public comment period for this rulemaking package began on May 22, 2010, and will end on July 6, 2010. The CDE anticipates the receipt of several substantive comments on these proposed regulations. Therefore, the CDE expects to bring an item to the September SBE meeting requesting the SBE’s approval of a subsequent 15-day public comment period.
At the July 2010 SBE meeting, the CDE will present an item requesting the SBE’s approval of the 2010–15 PCSGP Request for Applications (RFA). On May 7, 2010, the CDE, on behalf of the SBE, submitted an application to ED for a $300 million award from the federal Charter School Program (CSP) for 2010–15. The ED anticipates announcing CSP awards in August 2010. The July SBE item includes a draft copy of the 2010–15 PCSGP RFA and a copy of California’s 2010–15 grant application. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no specific action requested under this item; no fiscal impact is identified.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
State Board-Authorized Charter Schools Academic Performance Data 
(3 Pages)

Table 1

SBE-Authorized Charter Schools

Academic Performance Data
	Charter School
	# of Students Included

	2009 Base API
	2009

Decile Rankings
	Growth Target
	2009 AYP

(# of Criteria Met)

	Animo Inglewood Charter High School
	402
	702
	4/7
	5
	Yes (14/14)

	Aspire College Preparatory Academy
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Barack Obama Charter School
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Edison Charter Academy
	327
	774
	5/10
	5
	No (17/21)

	Everest Public High School
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Lifeline Education Charter School
	207
	571
	1/1
	11
	No (10/18)

	Livermore Valley Charter School
	671
	865
	8/2
	A
	Yes (9/9)

	Livermore Valley Preparatory Charter Academy
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Micro-Enterprise Charter Academy
	55
	650*
	2*
	*
	No (3/5)

	New West Charter Middle School
	316
	886
	10/9
	A
	Yes (17/17)

	Ridgecrest Charter School
	101
	833
	7/10
	A
	Yes (9/9)

	River Montessori Charter School
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	The School of Arts and Enterprise
	246
	631
	2/2
	8
	Yes (6/6)

	Western Sierra Charter Academy
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**


A = The school scored at or above the statewide performance target of 800 in 2009

* = 
This API is calculated for a small school and is less reliable and therefore should be carefully interpreted. Similar school ranks are not calculated for small schools.

** = This school began operation in the 2009–10 school year; no data are available
Table 2

SBE-Authorized All-Charter Districts
Academic Performance Data

	#
	All-Charter District (County)
	# of Students Included
	2009 Base API
	2008-2009 Growth
	Program Improve-ment
	2009 AYP 

(# of Criteria Met)

	D-1
	Pioneer Union Elementary School District (Kings)—Pioneer Elementary, Pioneer Middle
	1,270
	842
	31
	No
	No (22/25)

	D-2
	Kingsburg Joint Union Elementary School District (Fresno)—Island Community Day, Kingsburg Extension, Lincoln Elementary, Rafer Johnson Junior High, Ronald W. Reagan Elementary, Roosevelt Elementary, Washington Elementary
	1,646
	792
	17
	No
	No (21/25)

	D-4
	Hickman Community Charter District (Stanislaus)—Hickman Charter, Hickman Elementary, Hickman Middle
	801
	845
	15
	No
	No (16/17)

	D-5
	Alvina Elementary Charter School District (Fresno)—Alvina Elementary
	148
	748
	24
	No
	Yes (13/13)

	D-6
	Island Union Elementary School District (Kings)—Island Elementary
	196
	816
	37
	No
	Yes (17/17)

	D-7
	Kings River-Hardwick School District (Kings)—Kings River-Hardwick Elementary
	468
	794
	-12
	No
	No (14/17)

	D-8
	Jacoby Creek Elementary School District (Humboldt)—Jacoby Creek Charter
	304
	920
	41
	No
	Yes (9/9)

	D-9
	Ackerman Elementary School District (Placer)—Bowman Elementary
	376
	831
	13
	No
	No (12/13)


Table 3
SBE-Authorized Statewide Benefit Charters

Academic Performance Data
	Statewide Benefit School
	# of Students Included
	2009 Base API
	2009

Decile Rankings
	Growth Target
	2009 AYP (# of Criteria Met)

	Aspire Clarendon Elementary
	144
	795
	6/10
	5
	Yes (17/17)

	Aspire Port City Elementary
	158
	837
	7/10
	A
	Yes (17/17)

	Aspire Public Schools Titan Campus
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	High Tech High: Chula Vista Campus
	283
	758
	7/1
	5
	Yes (12/12)

	High Tech High: North County Campus
	255
	777
	8/5
	5
	Yes (10/10)

	High Tech Middle: North County Campus
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Pacific Technology: Santa Ana Campus
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**

	Pacific Technology: San Juan Campus
	**
	**
	**
	**
	**


A = The school scored at or above the statewide performance target of 800 in 2009

** = This school began operation in the 2009–10 school year; no data are available
