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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2009-10 Legislative Session. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) is providing the following item to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The October 2009 memorandum included a summary of education related legislative measures introduced in the 2009-10 Legislative Session, including measures that were introduced in the Governor’s Fifth Extraordinary (5X) Session specific to the federal Race to the Top (RTTT) initiative and any measures that were signed or vetoed by the Governor. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The SBE has established principles for education policy. The CDE Legislative Affairs Division uses these principles to identify bills that may affect policy related to the SBE. Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE position for the legislation. Those bills on which the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) has taken positions (watch, support, support if amended, oppose or oppose unless amended) have been noted where applicable. The deadline for bills to be introduced is February 19, 2010. The measures included in this item are considered to be two-year measures and have been updated as of January 14, 2010.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Fifth Extraordinary Special Legislative Session

The Governor called for and the Legislature convened the Fifth Extraordinary (5X) Session to consider legislation necessary for California to be competitive for the federal RTTT funds. The 5X Session was convened in September 2009 and ran through early January 2010.

According to the Governor’s statement, the purpose of the 5X Session was to address the state’s eligibility to apply and be competitive for the federal RTTT grant fund. 

Many legislative measures were introduced during this period, however, three bills were ultimately passed and signed by the Governor. They were SBx5 1 authored by Senator Steinberg, SBx5 2 authored by Senator Simitian, and SBx5 4 authored by Senator Romero. SBx5 1 was double joined with SBx5 4, meaning that each bill could not become law without the other. 

All three measures were signed by the Governor on January 7, 2010, and will go into effect 90 days after the Legislature adjourns the 5X Session. The Senate adjourned the 5X Session on Wednesday, January 6, 2010, and the Assembly adjourned their 5X Session on Monday, January 11, 2010. The Assembly was the last house to adjourn their session, therefore, these three measures will go into effect 90 days after January 11, 2010.
SBx5 1 (Steinberg) – Race to the Top

This measure was the compromise measure between the Assembly and the Senate to address the bulk of the statutory areas needed to ensure the state’s eligibility for the federal RTTT grant. It addresses the four RTTT policy reform areas by:

· Adopting internationally-benchmarked standards and assessments that prepare students for success in college and the workplace

· Recruiting, developing, retaining, and rewarding effective teachers and principals

· Building data systems that measure student success and inform teachers and principals how they can improve their practices

· Turning around our lowest-performing schools

This bill also gives direction with regard to the state's application for federal RTTT funding and does all of the following:
1. Establishes a framework for the state's application for federal RTTT funding and the related MOU with local educational agencies
2. Defines "low-achieving schools" and "persistently lowest-achieving schools" and sets forth intervention strategies to be followed in conformity to the RTTT regulations
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


3. Establishes the Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, and Career Technical Education Educator (STEM-CTE) Credentialing Program for purposes of providing alternate routes to teaching credentials
4. Extends the operative date of the state’s Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program until July, 2013 

5. Requires state involvement in the national Common Core State Standards Initiative and establishes a Standards Commission in order to develop academic content standards in language arts and mathematics, and requires that at least 85 percent of California’s standards to be the national common core standards.
6. Authorizes the data in the California Educational Information System, alone or in conjunction with any other data system, to be used by local educational agencies for evaluating teachers and administrators and for making employment decisions, if those decisions are in compliance with specified public school employee collective bargaining law
This measure was signed into law on January 7, 2010.
SBx5 2 (Simitian) – Pupil Data

This measure establishes an education data team within the CDE to act as an institutional board to review research requests and assure protection of privacy rights. This bill would also allow the CDE to assume the responsibilities of the local educational agencies (LEAs) with regard to the release of data on individual pupils. 

This measure was signed into law on January 7, 2010.
SBx5 4 (Romero) – Open Enrollment and Parent Empowerment
This bill establishes the "Open Enrollment Act,” to improve student achievement in accordance with the federal RTTT guidelines and to “enhance parental choice in education by providing additional options to pupils to enroll in public school throughout the state without regard to the residence of their parents.” For purposes of this act, a “low-achieving school” would be annually identified by the SSPI based upon the following criteria:
1. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) shall create a list of 1,000 schools ranked by increasing Academic Performance Index (API) score with the same ratio of elementary, middle and high schools that existed in decile one of the API in the 2008-09 school year.
2. No LEA shall have more than ten percent of its schools identified as “low-achieving” for purpose of this act.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


3. Court, community, community day, and charter schools may not be included on this list.

The SBE would be required to adopt emergency regulations on the open enrollment program.

The SSPI is required to contract for an independent evaluation of the open enrollment program. The evaluation would be funded by federal funds appropriated in the budget act. 
It also establishes a mechanism for parents/guardians with children attending a school in corrective action that has an API score of less than 800 that fail to not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) to petition the district to implement one of the four interventions as described in the RTTT notice of federal priorities or the federally mandated alternative governance arrangements as enumerated in NCLB. An LEA is not required to implement the intervention if the request is for reasons other than improving academic achievement or pupil safety. It is also limited to no more than 75 schools subjected to this option statewide.

If the petition is signed by either at least 50 percent of the parents/guardians of pupils attending the school or a combination of at least 50 percent of parents/guardians of pupils attending the school and parents/guardians of pupils who matriculate into that school, the district would be required to implement the option requested by the parents/guardians unless, in a regularly scheduled public hearing, the LEA makes a finding in writing why it cannot implement the specific recommended option. The LEA would then be required to designate in writing which of the other reforms or alternative governance options it will implement in the subsequent school year.The LEA shall notify the SSPI and the SBE that the alternative governance option selected has substantial promise of enabling the school to make AYP.

This measure was signed into law on January 7, 2010.
Legislative Deadlines 2010
February 19


Last day for bills to be introduced.
March 25 – April 5

Spring Recess.
April 23 
Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees fiscal bills introduced in their house.
May 7
Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non 
fiscal bill introduced in their house.
May 14 
Last day for policy committees to meet prior to June 7.

May 28

Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor 



bills introduced in their house. 
June 4 
Last day to pass bills out of house of origin.
June 15
Budget Bill must be passed by midnight.

June 24 
Last day for a legislative measure to qualify for the November 2 

General Election ballot.
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July 2 
Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills.

July 2 – Aug. 2
Summer Recess.
August 13
Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report bills to the Floor.      

August 20

Last day to amend on the Floor.
August 31
Last day for any bill to be passed. Final Recess begins upon adjournment.

September 30 
Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature on or before September 1 and in the Governor’s possession after September 1.
October 2 
Bills enacted on or before this date take effect January 1, 2011.
Assembly and Senate Education and Higher Education Committee Members
Senate Education Committee

Senator Elaine Alquist (D – Santa Clara)

Senator Loni Hancock (D – Berkeley)

Senator Robert Huff (Vice Chair) (R – Diamond Bar)

Senator Carol Liu (D – La Canada)
Senator Abel Maldonado (R – Santa Maria)

Senator Curren Price (D – Los Angeles)

Senator Gloria Romero (Chair) (D – Los Angeles)

Senator Joe Simitian (D – Palo Alto)

Senator Mark Wyland (R – Escondido)
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 

  Subcommittee No. 1 on Education

Senator Robert Huff (R – Diamond Bar)

Senator Carol Liu (Chair) (D – La Canada)

Senator Roderick Wright (D – Los Angeles)

Assembly Budget 

  Subcommittee No. 2 on Education Finance

Assembly Member Bill Berryhill (R – Ceres)

Assembly Member Julia Brownley (D – Santa Monica)

Assembly Member Wilmer Amina Carter (Chair) (D – Rialto)

Assembly Member Wesley Chesbro (D – Arcata)

Assembly Member Jean Fuller (R – Bakersfield)

Assembly Member Sandré Swanson (D – Oakland)
Assembly Education Committee

Assembly Member Tom Ammiano (D – San Francisco)

Assembly Member Juan Arambula (D – Fresno)

Assembly Member Julia Brownley (Chair) (D – Santa Monica)

Assembly Member Joan Buchanan (D – Alamo)

Assembly Member Wilmer Amina Carter (D – Rialto)

Assembly Member Mike Eng (D – Monterey Park)

Assembly Member Chris Norby (R-Brea)
Assembly Member Jeff Miller (R – Corona)

Assembly Member Brian Nestande (Vice Chair) (R – Palm Desert)
Assembly Member Jose Solorio (D – Santa Ana)

Assembly Member Tom Torlakson (D – Antioch)
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Assembly Higher Education

Assembly Member Martin Block (D – San Diego)

Assembly Member Paul Cook (R – Yucca Valley)

Assembly Member Paul Fong (D – Mountain View)

Assembly Member Cathleen Galgiani (D – Livingston)

Assembly Member Alyson Huber (D – El Dorado Hills)

Assembly Member Fiona Ma (D – San Francisco)

Assembly Member Anthony Portantino (Chair) (D – La Canada Flintridge)

Assembly Member Ira Ruskin (D – Redwood City)

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact will be noted as necessary and appropriate. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Legislative Update (6 pages)
