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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2010 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: The Adoption of Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified Assessment for English–Language Arts in Grade Six Through Eight, Mathematics in Grades Six and Seven, and Science in Grade Eight.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) proposed performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English–language arts (ELA) in grades six through eight, CMA for Mathematics in grades six and seven, and CMA for Science in grade eight for submission to the United States Department of Education (ED) for assessment peer review.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In May 2009, the SBE adopted PLDs for the CMA for ELA and CMA for Mathematics in grades three through five and CMA for Science in grade five for California’s Peer Review submission to the ED.
In March 2009, the SBE adopted PLDs for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) tests for ELA and mathematics in grades two through eleven, and science in grades five, eight, and ten.
In September 2007, the SBE adopted the summary-level performance descriptions for the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE). These descriptors the CST were adopted for ELA in grades two through eight; mathematics in grades two through seven; general math; Algebra I; geometry; Algebra II; integrated mathematics I–III; history in grades eight, ten, and eleven; and science in grades five, eight, and eleven. The descriptors for CAHSEE were adopted for ELA and mathematics in grade ten. Summary-level performance descriptions describe the knowledge and skills, relative to the content standards, a student at that achievement level should know.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


In November 2006, the SBE approved the policy definitions for the academic achievement standards by grade and subject assessed in the CAHSEE and the CSTs. Policy definitions provide the expectations of the CDE and SBE and are used to guide the development of performance level descriptors.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California educators who participated in the standard setting process developed the SSPI’s Proposed CMA PLDs. SBE-adopted policy definitions were used during the standard setting and PLD development process. 
The CMA PLDs are designed to suggest ranges of performance typical of the test-taking population. They do not describe any individual or classroom student performance or describe specific CMA test questions.
Following the PLD development meetings, ETS reviewed all of the proposed PLDs for consistency of language across grades and content areas. The proposed PLDs were reviewed by the CMA Assessment Review Panel (ARP) on October 15, 2009. 

Education Code section 60605.1 requires PLDs to be adopted by the SBE. In addition, PLDs are required as part of the state’s submission to the ED for peer review. 
The Proposed PLDs for CMA for English–Language Arts in Grade Six Through Eight, Mathematics in Grades Six and Seven, and Science in Grade Eight are provided in Attachment 1.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current STAR contract with ETS. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the California Modified

Assessment (10 Pages)

Proposed Performance Level Descriptors for the

California Modified Assessment

Preface

The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is an alternate assessment for students with disabilities who have an individualized education program and meet the eligibility criteria proposed by the California Department of Education and adopted by the State Board of Education.

The CMA is based on the same grade level content standards as the California Standards Tests. The CMA was developed in response to the U.S. Department of Education final regulations under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Act that provided flexibility to states “to more appropriately measure the achievement of certain students with disabilities.” The regulations allow states to develop an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards. 
The CMA Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) do not describe any individual or classroom student performance or specific CMA test questions. The PLDs are designed to suggest ranges of performance typical of the test-taking population. Educators should not assume that teaching only the skills named in the PLDs will be sufficient to raise student performance. The focus of instruction in California classrooms should always be the full set of California content standards. Educators should also recognize that the goal for all students is attaining proficiency in these standards.

English-Language Arts Grade Six

Advanced: Students in grade six at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the advanced level can recognize the meanings of frequently used foreign words in English, recognize unknown words or words with novel meanings in expository text, and sometimes identify and interpret figurative language and shades of meaning in related words. Students can compare and contrast organizational patterns, connect and clarify main ideas, clarify an understanding of text by creating notes or outlines, and often critique expository text based on the author’s conclusions and supporting evidence. Students at the advanced level recognize the qualities of character, setting, and theme and may see the effect of these elements on the plot and resolution of the conflict in text. Students at this level may define how tone or meaning is conveyed in poetry and often can explain the effects of common literary devices. They use compound sentences to express thoughts. These students identify indefinite pronouns and verbs, and recognize subject-verb agreement. Advanced level students use a variety of punctuation and conjunctions in compound sentences. Students at this level create multiple-paragraph compositions with supporting details. 

Proficient: Students in grade six at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at the proficient level monitor expository text for unknown words to determine meaning, and identify words with multiple meanings. They use features of popular media to obtain information and can follow clear multi-step instructions. Students at this level identify the forms of fiction. They are usually able to correctly spell frequently misspelled words, use correct capitalization, and use compound sentences. Students at the proficient level select the form of writing that suits the intended purpose and adequately create multiple-paragraph compositions. They can use organizational features of electronic text to locate information. 

Basic: Students in grade six at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level can sometimes monitor expository text for unknown words to determine meaning or identify and interpret words with multiple meanings. They can identify features of popular media and have limited ability to follow multi-step instructions. Students at the basic level can recognize the difference between first and third person narrative, distinguish between fact and fiction, and have limited ability to identify the forms of fiction. They use simple sentences to express complete thoughts and have limited ability to correctly spell frequently misspelled words and to capitalize correctly. Students at the basic level use some organizational features of electronic text to locate information, have limited ability to choose the form of writing that best suits the intended purpose, and sometimes create multiple-paragraph compositions.

Below Basic: Students in grade six at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students demonstrate an extremely limited ability to read and/or understand grade-level text. They also have a very limited understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies with regard to composing an organized piece of writing, sentence structure, or proper use of spelling and grammar.

 English-Language Arts Grade Seven

Advanced: Students in grade seven at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the advanced level use strategies to identify figurative language. They also gain meaning from roots, affixes, and word origins to clarify word meanings in grade-level texts. They read, understand, and apply skills to understand grade-level materials. These students understand technical directions. They use critical thinking to make connections, evaluate, and analyze texts. They can use compound or complex sentence structures. These students demonstrate a clear understanding of the mechanics and conventions of writing. Students at the advanced level consistently apply knowledge of the writing process.

Proficient: Students in grade seven at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at the proficient level have an understanding of word origins and relationships and use strategies to clarify word meanings. They often identify figurative language used in prose and poetry. These students can recognize the author’s purpose, structure, and organization in various types of grade-level text. They use strategies to locate information and to explain and follow technical directions. Proficient-level students read and respond to grade-level literary works and may connect them to other literary works. They recognize the purposes of different forms of prose. They are able to identify points of view and recurring themes, plots, and characterization. They write in standard English at the appropriate grade level. Most of the time, they can identify active voice, grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. Students at the proficient level write focused essays with introductions, evidence, and conclusions. They demonstrate some awareness of the audience and the purpose of writing. Their essays include transitions between sentences, unifying ideas, supporting facts, or examples. They demonstrate the use of strategies they have learned of the writing process.

Basic: Students in grade seven at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the basic level have limited knowledge of word origins and relationships. These students use strategies to clarify word meanings. They can identify some figurative language. Students at this level can understand and identify various types of grade-level text and show some understanding of text structure and organization. They use basic strategies to locate information and follow technical directions. These students may read and respond to grade-level literary works by clarifying ideas. They understand the purpose of some forms of prose and sometimes can identify points of view, recurring themes, plots, and characterization. They inconsistently write standard English at grade level with a limited range of responses. Their written work contains many errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. Students at the basic level write simple essays that may have introductions, limited supporting evidence, and weak transitions. They demonstrate partial knowledge of the writing process.

Below Basic: Students in grade seven at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. They demonstrate little or a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment. They have a very limited understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies.

English-Language Arts Grade Eight

Advanced: Students in grade eight at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level can identify idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes to know the difference between literal and figurative meanings. They can compare and contrast the features in elements of consumer documents, follow directions, and adequately solve problems. Students at this level can identify text that uses proposition and support patterns. They can recognize an accurate summary and often state underlying meanings. These students can evaluate the unity, logic, internal consistency, and structural patterns of text. Students at the advanced level can analyze different forms of poetry and literature and often identify the beliefs of the author. They use parallelism and complex sentences in writing. Students at the advanced level support theses or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases, quotations, opinions from authorities, comparisons, and similar devices.

Proficient: Students in grade eight at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students at this level can identify many idioms, similes, and metaphors, and understand their meanings. They can use word meanings within the appropriate context and verify their meanings in a variety of ways, including by definition, restatement, example, and compare/contrast. Students at the proficient level can identify root words. They recognize features and elements of consumer materials to gain meaning from documents, follow written directions, and identify problems. Students at this level recognize an accurate summary. They identify the progression of the plot and its relationship to the characters, setting, and theme. These students can identify many literary devices. They use correct and varied sentence types, incorporating grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. Students at the proficient level create and edit a composition with an organized introduction, supporting evidence, transitions, and conclusions. 

Basic: Students in grade eight at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students at the basic level can define word meanings when given context clues. They can identify consumer materials. These students can find similarities and differences between written materials. Students at this level can identify a summary. They can recognize plots, characters, and setting. They can write a complete simple sentence with few punctuation, capitalization, and subject-verb agreement errors. Students at the basic level have a limited ability to create and edit a composition with an organized introduction, supporting evidence, transitions, and conclusions. 

Below Basic: Students in grade eight at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students demonstrate an extremely limited ability to read and/or understand grade-level text. They also have very little understanding of English writing conventions or revision strategies with regard to composing an organized piece of writing, sentence structure, or proper use of spelling and grammar. 

Mathematics Grade Six

Advanced: Students in grade six at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the CMA proficient level, students at the advanced level will: calculate given percentages of quantities and solve problems involving discounts at sales, interest earned, and tips; use proportions to find the length of the side of a polygon similar to a known polygon; use positive and negative integers to solve multi-step problems using a combination of operations; identify and evaluate an algebraic expression for a given situation; demonstrate an understanding that rate is a measure of one quantity per unit value of another quantity; evaluate the validity of claims based on statistical data, express the theoretical probability of all possible outcomes for compound events, understand the concept of p and 1–p, and understand the difference between independent and dependent variables; analyze problems by identifying relationships, distinguishing relevant from irrelevant information, identifying missing information, sequencing and prioritizing information, and observing patterns and consistently evaluating the reasonableness of the solution in the context of the original situation.

Proficient: Students in grade six at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will: compare and order positive and negative fractions with unlike denominators and decimals, place them on a number line, and perform operations with ratios, proportions, and percentages, including cross-multiplication. Students will also: add, subtract, multiply, and divide negative integers and positive fractions in concrete situations; solve one-step linear equations and problems using rates and proportions; know and apply the formulas to solve for area and circumference of a circle; describe the properties of complementary and supplementary angles, and solve for the measure of an unknown angle, as well as the sum of the angles in a triangle. They understand probability and statistics topics such as being able to: compute range, mean, and median, and identify claims based on statistical data; use tables, grids, or diagrams to represent all possible outcomes for compound events, and represent probabilities as ratios, proportions, decimals between 0 and 1, as well as percentages between

0 and 100. Additionally, they can understand and appropriately apply mathematical notations, terms, and language, and sometimes evaluate the reasonableness of the solution in the context of the original situation.

Basic: Students in grade six at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. They sometimes can: compare and order positive fractions with like denominators; compare and order positive decimals; identify ratios, proportions, and percentages; add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive integers and simple fractions; solve one-step linear equations using positive integers; identify the formulas for perimeter, area, and circumference, and know common estimates of π; solve problems using rates and proportions; understand that percentages are between 0 and 100; identify complementary and supplementary angles and find the mode.

Below Basic: Students in grade six at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. 

Mathematics Grade Seven

Advanced: Students in grade seven at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating skills at the CMA proficient level, students at the advanced level will: use rational numbers to solve real-life applications (discounts, mark-ups, etc.); explain the relationship and use exponents, powers, and roots; express quantitative relationships by using correct terminology, justify the process used, and interpret powers and simple roots; solve and interpret the solutions of linear equations and inequalities and verify the reasonableness of the results; estimate and compute area, perimeter, surface area, and volume of irregular two- and three-dimensional figures; use dimensional analysis to check the reasonableness of the answer; verify the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse by direct measurement; and demonstrate and explain the relationships between data sets and compute the quartiles.

Proficient: Students in grade seven at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. Students scoring at the proficient level typically will: read, write, compare, and convert to solve simple word problems with rational numbers; understand, interpret, and determine factors, exponents, absolute value, and roots in working with rational numbers (positive and negative integers, fractions, decimals) to solve; use variables, appropriate operations, and properties of real numbers to write, simplify, and evaluate equations, expressions, inequalities, and graphs. Additionally, they can: graph, plot, and interpret linear functions and know that the ratio of vertical change over horizontal change is called the slope; use formulas to estimate and compute the area, perimeter, and volume of two- and three-dimensional figures; relate change of scale to the units used; know and understand the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse; demonstrate understanding of what congruent means through geometric figures; and collect, organize, and represent data sets that have one or more variables. Students can sometimes evaluate the reasonableness of the solution in the context of the original situation.

Basic: Students in grade seven at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. They sometimes can: perform four basic operations with rational numbers; recognize absolute value and manipulate exponents to the power of three; simplify numerical expressions using correct order of operations; graph simple linear functions given the value of x and y; find the perimeter and area of squares, rectangles, and triangles given the dimensions of the figure; recognize the Pythagorean Theorem and congruent figures of the same orientation; and identify different displays of data.

Below Basic: Students in grade seven at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. 

Science Grade Eight

Advanced: Students in grade eight at the CMA advanced level demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the CMA proficient level, students performing at the CMA advanced level can calculate and predict changes in the motion of an object due to net force. Students can correctly evaluate and predict trends in data. They can describe trends in the periodic table of the elements. Students know that heat is transferred during chemical reactions. They can explain the buoyant force acting on objects. Students can explain the characteristics of galaxies and stars.


Proficient: Students in grade eight at the CMA proficient level demonstrate an adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured. In addition to demonstrating all of the skills at the CMA basic level, students performing at the CMA proficient level can define relationships between variables of motion, forces, mass, and volume. They can construct graphs and draw conclusions from data. Students can use the periodic table of the elements to describe the properties of elements, identify chemical elements and compounds in living things, and identify the difference between chemical and physical changes. They can describe molecular motion in the various states of matter. They can demonstrate the law of conservation of mass. Students can describe the general properties of objects in a galaxy.

Basic: Students in grade eight at the CMA basic level demonstrate a limited performance through partial and rudimentary understanding of knowledge and skills measured. Students can identify distance, speed, time, magnitude, direction, mass, and volume of an object. Students can collect and record data, and can identify experimental variables and controls. They can identify elements using the periodic table of the elements, identify atoms in compounds, and label parts of the atom. Students know that carbon is found in all living things. They can identify reactants and products, and can use appropriate tools to measure temperature change in chemical reactions. They know that particles of matter are in motion. They can label parts of the solar system.
Below Basic: Students in grade eight at the CMA below basic level have difficulty demonstrating an understanding of the knowledge and skills measured.


