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ASPIRE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
(A California Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation)
SCHEDULE OF QUESTIONED COSTS, FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AUDIT FINDINGS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30,
Three teachers at East Palo Alto Charter School (EPACS) did not have a valid credential to teach core subjects in the State of California, in accordance with Education Code 47605(l).  In accordance with Education Code 47612.5, the minutes the teacher taught were disallowed in calculating the instructional minutes, causing the school to be in a deficit of required instructional minutes for grade 7 and 8.  The disallowed minutes of 32,010 and 30,003 for grade 7, in which there were two separate teachers that were uncredentialed, and 30,030 and 24,090, for grade 8, in which there were two separate teachers that were uncredentialed, were deducted from the total offered of 73,005 in grade 7 and 8, respectively, which caused grades 7 and 8 to have deficits of 13,005 and 11,025, and 11,025 and 5,085 minutes, respectively.  The penalty calculated for the deficit minutes was $137,983and $92,281 for grades 7 and 8, respectively.   The amount was not accrued as of June 30, 2008 as the Organization plans to apply for a waiver in accordance with Education Code 47612.6 to make up the deficit in grade 7 and 8 for the next two school years, 2008-09 and 2009-10.

One teacher at St. Martha’s Academy (now known as Aspire Huntington Park Charter School) did not have a valid credential to teach core subjects in the State of California, in accordance with Education Code 47605(l).  In accordance with Education Code 47612.5, the minutes the teacher taught were disallowed in calculating the instructional minutes, causing the school to be in a deficit of required instructional minutes for grade 1.  The disallowed minutes of 25,120 were deducted from the total offered, which caused grade 1 to have a deficit of 11,045 minutes. The penalty calculated for the deficit minutes was $49,976.  The amount was not accrued as of June 30, 2008 as the Organization plans to apply for a waiver in accordance with Education Code 47612.6 to make up the deficit in grade 8 and for affected students for the next two school years, 2008-09 and 2009-10.

One teacher at Rosa Parks Academy did not have a valid credential to teach core subjects in the State of California, in accordance with Education Code 47605(l).  In accordance with Education Code 47612.5, the minutes the teacher taught were disallowed in calculating the instructional minutes, causing the school to be in a deficit of required instructional minutes for grade 3.  The disallowed minutes of 10,360 were deducted from the total offered, which caused grade 3 to have a deficit of 2,170 minutes. The penalty calculated for the deficit minutes was $14,724.  The amount was not accrued as of June 30, 2008 as the Organization plans to apply for a waiver in accordance with Education Code 47612.6 to make up the deficit for grade level and affected students for the next two school years, 2008-09 and 2009-10.

Recommendation:

We recommend that all teachers that teach core subjects be properly credentialed in accordance with the laws governing charter schools (Education Code Section 47605(l)) and that verification be documented prior to employee start date.  This will ensure there is no loss of apportionment to the Organization.

