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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2010 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by San Diego Unified School District for a waiver of portions of California Education Code Section 47652(b) in order to allow the Gompers Preparatory Academy to receive an increased advance apportionment for students from the former Gompers Middle School, now merged with the Gompers Preparatory Academy. 
Waiver Number: 21-8-2010
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has not previously heard a waiver of this type.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


San Diego requests a waiver of the following on behalf of Gompers Preparatory Academy:

           California Education Code (EC) Section 47652. (b) In addition to funding received pursuant to Section 41330, a charter school in its second or later year of operation also shall be eligible to receive an advance apportionment pursuant to the process and conditions described in subdivision (a) in any year in which the charter school is adding at least one grade level. The average daily attendance funded for a new grade level shall not exceed the portion of the certified average daily attendance at the second principal apportionment for the prior year that was attributable to pupils in the highest grade served by the charter school.
Gompers Preparatory Academy (GPA) acquired Gompers Charter Middle School (GCMS) on July 1, 2010, to form a merged school serving grades 6-11 in the 2010-11 school year. GPA has requested 2010-11 advance funding for the expanded grade levels, but the amount it may be provided is currently capped at the average daily attendance (ADA) of the highest grade level served in the prior fiscal year (2009-10). GPA anticipates that the new grades being added from GCMS will have as many as 240 ADA. Consequently, the statutory cap will result in a temporary funding shortfall of approximately $230,000. (See charts on Attachment 1 Page 3 of 3.)
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The unusual circumstance in this case stems from the combining of two charters right before the beginning of the school year, coupled with the current fiscal crisis provide the basis for the Department’s recommendation of approval.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a).
Demographic Information: Gompers Preparatory Academy has approximately 900 students and is in an urban area of San Diego County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Local board approval date(s): August 31, 2010
Public hearing held on date(s): August 31, 2010
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): There is no collective bargaining unit for this charter school
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Gompers Preparatory Academy Board of Director’s Executive Committee   

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: August 8, 2010
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no significant statewide cost with waiver approval or denial. Approval will allow money to flow sooner to the charter school.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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