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	SUBJECT

Annual Report on Dropouts in California.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information
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	Public Hearing


	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(s)


Senate Bill 651 was enacted in February 2009 and established the Annual Report on Dropouts in California (Education Code Section 48070.6). The law requires that the contents of the report be presented orally to the state board at a regularly scheduled meeting. The first report must be submitted to the Governor, the Legislature and the state board by August 1, 2011, and annually thereafter. 
	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) consider policy implications related to decreasing the dropout rate and increasing the graduation rate. No action is requested or required by this item.
	BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES


The California Department of Education (CDE) annually calculates and publically posts dropout rates.  Historically, one-year dropout rates and four-year dropout rates for schools can be located on the CDE Web site, commonly known as DataQuest. These rates have been calculated and publically posted since the 1991-92 school year and are disaggregated by gender, race/ethnicity, socioeconomically disadvantaged, special education, migrant education and English learners. 

For years, dropout rates have been estimated by dividing the count of dropouts throughout the year divided by a single day of enrollment taken on the first Wednesday of October, known as CBEDS Information Day. These rates were based on aggregate data and could not account for enrollment increases or decreases and could not account for students who transferred into or out of the public school system throughout the year. 

In school year 2005-06, all schools began obtaining statewide student identifiers (SSIDs) for all K-12 public school students. The SSIDs are now used to collect the official enrollment, graduation and dropout counts for schools. With the data collected in the fall of 2010 (for the graduating class of 2010) through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), the CDE was able to use four years of longitudinal data to calculate graduation and dropout rates. The four-year cohort graduation and dropout rates replace the former rates. The four-year cohort rates use the SSIDs for the first-time ninth graders in 2006-07 and follow them through their expected graduation class of 2010. Students who transferred in are added to the cohort and students who transfer out are removed from the cohort. 
A cohort rate is calculated by following the cohort (i.e., the group of students) over a period of time. In order to do this, the data must be available at the student level in order to track a student’s progress within a school year as well as from year to year. Essentially, a cohort dropout or graduation rate is defined as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of cohort members who dropped out (or graduated) during a period of time 
Denominator: 
Number of total cohort members for a period of time

For example, a four-year cohort dropout rate is the number of cohort members who dropped out of school over the course of four years divided by the number of first time 9th graders from fall four years ago plus students who transfer in, minus students who transfer out or die during the four years.

2009-10 Statewide Graduation and Dropout Rates
Total Cohort






519,247


Cohort Graduates





386,222
74.4%
Cohort Dropouts
  




  94,312
18.2%
Cohort Still Enrolled   




  34,086
  6.6%
Cohort Special Education (certificate of completion)
    2,676
  0.5%

Cohort GED Passer





    1,951
  0.4%

Because the new cohort graduation rate is based on a new and different method of calculation, it is not possible to calculate the exact percentage of change from the graduating class of 2009, though the data indicate an increase in the graduation rate and a decrease in dropout rate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Background information on SB 651 and information about the calculation of dropout rates was sent to the SBE on November 25, 2009. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemo1209.asp
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


In response to SB 651, a budget change proposal (BCP) was submitted by the CDE for $177,000 to produce the annual report. The bill required a significant increase to the current workload of the Data Management Division. No funding was approved for the BCP and CDE has had additional budget cuts since 2009. The report, therefore, does not contain all components of SB 651. Given time and resources, the reports regarding middle school rates, number of school moves, progress toward graduation, and completion of career technical education are possible. Reports regarding GED earning rates and chronic absentee rates are not possible with the data currently collected. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:     2009-10 First Annual Report on Dropouts in California Using the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) and Other Available Data.

Attachment 2:     CDE News Release dated August 11, 2011 titled, “CALPADS Finds Statewide Graduation Rate of 74.4 Percent” (4 Pages)
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Introduction
Background

In February 2009, Senate Bill (SB) 651 (Chapter 197 of 2009) added Section 48070.6 to the Education Code (EC). Section 48070.6 specifies that on or before August 1, 2011, and annually thereafter, utilizing data produced by the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) and other available data, the Superintendent shall submit to the Governor, the Legislature, and the State Board of Education (SBE), an Annual Report on Dropouts in California. It is the intent of the Legislature that this report be usable by schools, districts, policymakers, researchers, parents, and the public for purposes of identifying and understanding trends, causal relationships, early warning indicators, and potential points of intervention to address the high rate of dropouts in California.

This first Annual Report on Dropouts in California Using CALPADS and Other Available Data responds to the requirements to report available data pursuant to SB 651 and is divided into three sections:

· The Available Graduation, Dropout, and Related Reports section provides tables reflecting currently available data from the most recent year, which is data from the 2009-10 school year in most cases. Subsequent annual reports shall include data from the most recent year and, when available, the two prior years.
· The Future Dropout, Graduation, and Related Reports section describes data that are not currently available for this 2009-10 report but are anticipated to be available in 2010-11 or in the next few years.

· The Reports Unable to be Produced section discusses issues that prevent the CDE from reporting on certain reporting requirements pursuant to SB 651.

The first section provides available information on dropouts, graduates, and other related data:

Available Graduation, Dropout, and Related Reports

	EC Section Requirement
	Subsection in 

this Report
	Pages in this Report
	Data

Year
	Data Source

	48070.6 (c)(1) Rates at which pupils graduate in four years using the methodology specified in EC Section 52052 (a)(4)(A) for the Academic Performance Index (API) 
	Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates, Grade 9 to 12 Cohort
	6-7

Table 1
	2009-10
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (c)(2) Percentage of high school graduates who completed courses that are certified by the University of California (UC) as meeting admission requirement criteria for the UC and California State University (CSU) systems 
	Rates of Graduates Who Completed UC/CSU Course Criteria


	7-8

Table 2
	2009-10
	CALPADS

	EC Section Requirement
	Subsection in 

this Report
	Pages in this Report
	Data

Year
	Data Source

	48070.6 (a)(2) Four-year cohort dropout rates for grades 9 to 12, inclusive 
	Four-Year Cohort Dropout Rates, Grade 9 to 12 Cohort
	8-9

Table 3
	2009-10
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(3) Two- or three-year cohort dropout rates, as appropriate, for middle schools. When cohort rates can be calculated accurately using longitudinal data, these rates shall be replaced by dropout rates for cohorts of pupils entering middle school 
	One-Year Dropout Rates for Middle Schools, Grade 8 and Grade 9


	9-10

Tables 4-5
	2008-09
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(9) Passage rates on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) 
	Passage Rates for CAHSEE, Grades 10 to 12


	11-13

Tables 6-8
	2009-10
	CAHSEE

	48070.6 (c)(5) Behavioral data by school and district, including suspensions and expulsions 
	Suspension and Expulsion Rates
	13-14

Table 9
	2009-10
	Consoli-dated Application Part 1/ CALPADS in the future

	48070.6 (c)(6) Truancy rates 
	Truancy Rates


	13-14

Table 10
	2009-10
	Consoli-dated Application Part 1/ CALPADS in the future

	48070.6(f) The report may include relevant data on school climate and pupil engagement from the California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) 
	School Climate and Student Engagement Data
	14-15

Online
	2009-10
	CHKS


The second section describes forthcoming information on dropouts, graduates, and other related data in future reports:
Future Dropout, Graduation, and Related Reports

	EC Section Requirement
	Subsection in This Report
	Pages in This Report
	Data Source

	48070.6 (a)(5) Percentage of high school pupils for each of grades 9 to 12, inclusive, who are on track to earn sufficient credits to graduate
	One-Year on Track for Credits to Graduate
	16
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (c)(1) Rates at which pupils graduate in five and six years using the methodology specified in EC Section 52052 (a)(4)(A) for the API 
	Five- and Six- Year Cohort Graduation Rates, Grades 9 to 12
	16
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (c)(3) Percentage of high school graduates who completed two or more classes in career technical education (CTE) 
	Rates of Graduates Who Completed Two or More CTE Courses
	16-17
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (c)(4) Percentage of high school graduates who completed both course sequences (i.e., both UC/CSU criteria and two or more CTE courses)
	Rates of Graduates Who Completed UC/CSU and CTE Courses
	17
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(1) One-year dropout rates for each of grades 7 to 12, inclusive 
	One-year Cohort Dropout Rates, Each of Grades 7 to 12
	17
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(7) and (8) "Full-year" dropout rates for alternative schools, including dropout recovery high schools, calculated using a methodology developed by the Superintendent to appropriately reflect dropout rates in each type of alternative school and a description of the methodology 
	“Full-Year” Four-Year Dropout Rates for Alternative Schools
	17-18
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(4) Grade 9 to grade 10 promotion rates 
	One-Year Cohort Promotion Rates, Grade 9 to Grade 10
	18
	CALPADS

	48070.6 (a)(6) The average number of nonpromotional school moves that pupils make between grades 6 to 12, inclusive
	Non-promotional School Moves, Grades 6 to 12
	18
	CALPADS

	EC Section Requirement
	Subsection in This Report
	Pages in This Report
	Data Source

	48070.6 (a)(10) Other available data relating to dropout or graduation rates or pupil progress toward high school graduation
	Other Available Data
	19
	No other data at this time


The third section lists and discusses reporting requirements pursuant to SB 651 that are unable to be produced:
Reports Unable to be Produced

	EC Section Requirement
	Subsection in This Report
	Pages in This Report

	48070.6 (c)(2) Percentage of high school dropouts who completed courses that are certified by the UC as meeting admission requirement criteria for the UC and CSU systems 
	Rates of Dropouts Who Completed UC/CSU Course Criteria
	20

	48070.6 (c)(3) Percentage of high school dropouts who completed two or more classes in career technical education (CTE) 
	Rates of Dropouts Who Completed Two or More CTE Courses 
	20

	48070.6 (c)(4) Percentage of high school dropouts who completed both course sequences (i.e., both UC/CSU criteria and two or more CTE courses) 
	Rates of Dropouts Who Completed UC/CSU and CTE Courses
	20

	48070.6 (c)(7) GED earning rates 
	GED Earning Rates
	20

	48070.6 (c)(8) Chronic absentee rates, as defined in Section 60901 
	Chronic Absentee Rates
	20-21


EC Section 48070.6 specifies that data in this report be presented, if possible, by state, by county, by district, and by school. This report summarizes data for the state overall. Because inclusion of county, district, and school level data would render this written report unwieldy, the available county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE DataQuest Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/.

EC Section 48070.6 also specifies that data in this report be presented, if possible, by subgroups to include the following categories: 

· Grade level
· Racial and ethnic 
· Gender
· Socioeconomic status
· English learners
· Special education status
When possible, the data in this report is presented by these subgroups. A subgroup is defined as consisting of at least 50 pupils and constituting at least 15 percent of the total population of pupils at a school. This definition of subgroups is the same definition used for API and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reports. Specifically, a subgroup with between zero to 49 students is not reported. A subgroup with between 50 to 99 students is reported only if those students make up at least 15 percent of the school’s total population. A subgroup with 100 or more students is always reported.

EC Section 48070.6 also specifies that this report shall include data from alternative middle and high schools, including continuation high schools, community day schools, schools attended by wards of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ). Unless otherwise noted, this report provides data at the state, county, district, and school levels, and the data reported includes alternative middle and high schools defined above. For purposes of this report, dropouts are defined using the exit/withdrawal codes developed by the CDE.
Please note that reporting of CALPADS data by local educational agencies (LEAs) for 2009-10 included most but not all schools and districts. Because they did not certify their 2009-10 data submission through the CALPADS, data are not available from eight LEAs and three independently reporting charter schools: 

Local Educational Agencies 

That Did Not Certify CALPADS Data Submission,

2009-10

	CDS Code
	LEA Name
	Enrollment

	10-62380-0000000
	Raisin City Elementary School District 
	235

	17-64063-0000000 
	Upper Lake Union Elementary School District 
	87

	24-65722-0000000
	Le Grand Union Elementary  School District 
	68

	27-66175-0000000 
	San Ardo Union Elementary School District 
	17

	34-32276-0000000
	California Education Authority (CEA) Headquarters 
	102

	50-71084-0000000
	Gratton Elementary School District 
	40

	50-71209-0000000
	Paradise Elementary School District 
	79

	55-75184-0000000
	Big Oak Flat-Groveland Unified School District 
	46


Independently Reporting Charter Schools 
That Did Not Certify CALPADS Data Submission,

2009-10

	CDS Code
	School Name
	Enrollment

	10-62364-0118661
	Academy Charter
	0

	19-10199-0109918
	Opportunities Unlimited Charter High   
	140

	19-64733-0122242 
	TEACH Academy of Technologies
	41


These LEAs and schools represent 0.014 percent of the K-12 student enrollment for 2009-10. Tables 1 through 5 that are based on 2009-10 CALPADS data in this report do not include these eight LEAs and three charter schools.
Definition of Cohort Rates

A cohort rate is calculated by following the cohort (i.e., the group of students) over a period of time. In order to do this, the data must be available at the student level in order to track a student’s progress within a school year as well as from year to year. In the past, the CDE has been unable to calculate cohort rates because four years of longitudinal data was not available. 

Fundamentally, a dropout rate is determined from the number of students who dropped out of a school divided by the number of students enrolled in the school. Similarly, a graduation rate is determined from the number of graduates in a school divided by the number of students enrolled at the school. Prior to CALPADS, the CDE calculated dropout and graduation rates from aggregate, school level data. Dropout rates were calculated as the number of students at a school who dropped out during the year divided by point-in-time enrollment (i.e., enrollment on fall Census Day) at the school. The graduation rate was also calculated from point-in-time data using aggregate, school level data. This method of reporting, in some cases, led to erroneous rates and conclusions for small schools and districts.

With the implementation of CALPADS, the CDE is now able to track students longitudinally (i.e., over time), thus enabling the calculation of cohort rates. In August 2011, the CDE released a four year adjusted cohort graduation rate for the first time for the class of 2009-10.

This report provides rates in terms of cohort data. For this report, a cohort dropout or graduation rate is defined as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of cohort members who dropped out (or graduated) during a period of time 
Denominator: 
Number of total cohort members for a period of time

For example, a four-year cohort dropout rate is the number of cohort members who dropped out of school over the course of four years divided by the number of first time 9th graders from fall four years ago plus students who transfer in and minus students who transfer out during the last four years. Transfers out typically include students that transfer out of the California public schools system and students who died.

The CDE began reporting cohort graduation and dropout rates on the CDE DataQuest Web page in August 2011 beginning with 2009-10 data.
Contact Information
Questions about this report should be addressed to the Data Management Division by phone at 916-327-0219 or by e-mail at eddemo@cde.ca.gov.

Available Dropout, Graduation, and Related Reports

Four-year Cohort Graduation Rates, Grade 9 to 12 Cohort

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(1) requires the CDE to report rates at which students graduate in four, five, and six years, pursuant to EC Section 52052 (a)(4)(A), which refers to reporting graduation rates for the Academic Performance Index (API). Currently, only four year cohort graduation rates are available for the class of 2009-10. Five year cohort rates will be available for the class of 2010-11, and six year cohort rates will be available for the class of 2011-12. 

Table 1 provides a summary of four-year statewide grade 9 to 12 cohort graduation rates overall and by subgroup. This rate is calculated as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of cohort members who earned a regular high school diploma or passed the California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE) by the end of the 2009-10 school year 
Denominator: 
Number of first time 9th graders in fall 2006 (starting cohort) plus students who transfer in, minus students who transfer out, emigrate, or die during school years 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-10

Table 1: Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates,

Cohort Group Grade 9 in 2006-07 through Grade 12 in 2009-10

	Demographic Subgroup
	Number in Four-Year  Cohort Who Graduated
	Number in Four-Year Cohort Enrolled
	Four Year Cohort Graduation Rate

	Overall
	386,222
	519,247
	74.4%

	Female
	198,836
	253,286
	78.5%

	Male
	187,386
	265,961
	70.5%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	25,467
	43,182
	59.0%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	2,991
	4,460
	67.1%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	40,652
	45,499
	89.4%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	12,050
	13,766
	87.5%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	161,607
	238,607
	67.7%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	2,535
	3,490
	72.6%

	White – not Hispanic
	130,417
	156,469
	83.4%

	Two or More Races – not Hispanic
	4,560
	5,379
	84.8%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	208,830
	307,555
	67.9%

	English Learner
	54,244
	96,431
	56.3%

	Students with Disabilities
	35,309
	62,333
	56.7%


     
Data source: CALPADS
Table 1 shows that nearly three out of four students who started high school in 2006 graduated with their class in 2010. The 74.4 percent statewide graduation rate was for the first time based on four-year cohort information collected about individual students using the CALPADS. Graduation rates continue to show a significant attainment gap between students who are Hispanic, African American, or English learners (ELs) and their peers. 

The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE DataQuest Graduates Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. 

Rates of Graduates Who Completed UC/CSU Course Criteria  

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(2) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school graduates who completed courses that are certified by the University of California (UC) as meeting admission requirement criteria for the UC and California State University (CSU) systems. The CDE currently reports the number of twelfth-grade graduates who completed all the courses required for UC and/or CSU entrance with a grade of "C" or better for a school year. This represents only a portion of the entrance requirements for UC or CSU. 

Table 2 provides a summary of the statewide percentages of graduates who completed all UC/CSU course criteria. This rate is calculated as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of grade 12 graduates who earned a regular high school diploma and completed all the courses required for UC and/or CSU entrance with a grade of “C” or better by the end of the 2009-10 school year

Denominator: 
Number of grade 12 graduates who earned a regular high school diploma by the end of the 2009-10 school year 

Table 2: Grade 12 Graduates Completing All Courses 

Required for UC and/or CSU Entrance, 2009-10

	Demographic Subgroup
	Number of Graduates with UC/CSU Required Courses 
	Number of Graduates
	Percentage of Graduates with UC/CSU Courses

	Overall
	144,296
	404,987
	35.6%

	Female
	82,083
	206,538
	39.7%

	Male
	62,213
	198,419
	31.4%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	7,866
	27,580
	28.5%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	788
	3,168
	24.9%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	24,880
	41,287
	60.3%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	5,838
	12,276
	47.6%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	46,120
	174,088
	26.5%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	818
	2,661
	30.7%

	White – not Hispanic
	54,334
	132,893
	40.9%

	Two or More Races – not Hispanic
	1,977
	4,710
	42.0%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	33,953
	135,349
	25.1%

	English Learner
	21,409
	92,544
	23.1%

	Students with Disabilities
	1,464
	18,384
	8.0%


Data source: CALPADS
Table 2 shows that 35.6 percent of twelfth-grade graduates in the class in 2010 completed all the courses required for UC and/or CSU entrance with a grade of "C" or better for a school year. This percentage reflects a slight increase of 0.3 percent from the previous year’s class of 2009. 

The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE DataQuest Graduates Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. 

Four-year Cohort Dropout Rates, Grade 9 to 12 Cohort

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(2) requires the CDE to report on four-year cohort dropout rates for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Table 3 provides a summary of four-year statewide grade 9 to 12 cohort dropout rates overall and by subgroup. This rate is calculated as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of cohort members who drop out from 2006-07 to 2009-10 

Denominator: 
Number of first time 9th graders in fall 2006 (starting cohort) plus students who transfer in, minus students who transfer out during school years 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-10

Table 3: Four-Year Cohort Dropout Rates,

Cohort Group Grade 9 in 2006-07 through Grade 12 in 2009-10

	Demographic Subgroup
	Number in Four-Year Cohort Who Dropped Out
	Number in Four-Year Cohort Enrolled
	Four-Year Cohort Dropout Rate

	Overall
	94,312
	519,247
	18.2%

	Female
	39,055
	253,286
	15.4%

	Male
	55,257
	265,961
	20.8%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	12,976
	43,182
	30.1%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	1,061
	4,460
	23.8%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	3,522
	45,499
	7.7%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	1,159
	13,766
	8.4%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	54,033
	238,607
	22.7%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	729
	3,490
	20.9%

	White – not Hispanic
	18,301
	156,469
	11.7%

	Two or More Races – not Hispanic
	573
	5,379
	10.7%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	66,994
	307,555
	21.8%

	English Learner
	29,947
	96,431
	31.1%

	Students with Disabilities
	15,374
	62,333
	24.7%


Data source: CALPADS
Table 3 shows that slightly more than 18 percent of students who started high school in 2006 dropped out rather than complete or continue their K-12 education with their class in 2010. The 18.2 percent statewide dropout rate was for the first time based on four-year cohort information collected about individual students using the CALPADS. Dropout rates continue to show gaps between students who are Hispanic, African American, or English learners (ELs) and their peers. 

The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE DataQuest Dropouts Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. 

One-Year Dropout Rates for Middle Schools, Grade 8 and Grade 9

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(3) requires the CDE to report two- or three-year cohort dropout rates, as appropriate, for middle schools. Currently, only one-year cohort dropout rates for grades 8 and 9 are available for the class of 2008-09. These are the rates calculated pursuant to EC Section 52052.1 (a)(3). Two-year and three-year cohort dropout rates for middle schools will be available for the class of 2009-10 and 2010-11 in subsequent reports.
Tables 4 and 5 provide a summary of one-year statewide dropout rates for grade 8 and for grade 9 respectively overall. Subgroup data are not available at this time. Subgroup data will be available in the future. The rates are calculated as follows:

Numerator: 
Number of academic year dropouts (plus transition dropouts for LEA and state level reports)

Denominator: 
Number of academic year dropouts plus prospective students 

Table 4: One-Year Dropout Rates, Grade 8

2008-09

	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 9 Prospective Students
	Grade 8 Academic Year Dropouts
	Grade 8 Transition Dropouts
	Grade 8 Total Dropouts
	Grade 8 Dropout Rate

	Overall
	490,576 
	4,190 
	13,067 
	17,257 
	3.5%


Data source: CALPADS. The state-level grade eight dropout rate is calculated using only data from schools with grade eight enrollment.

Table 4 shows that more than 17,000, or 3.5 percent, grade eight students in 2008-09 dropped out of school before entering grade nine.
Table 5: One-Year Dropout Rates, Grade 9

2008-09

	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 10 Prospective Students
	Grade 9 Academic Year Dropouts
	Grade 9 Transition Dropouts
	Grade 9 Total Dropouts
	Grade 9 Dropout Rate

	Overall
	3,356 
	8 
	49 
	57 
	1.7%


Data source: CALPADS. The state-level grade nine dropout rate is calculated using only data from middle schools with grade nine students.

Table 5 shows that 57, or 1.7 percent, grade nine students in 2008-09 dropped out before entering grade ten. Grade nine dropouts for purposes of this report include only middle schools with grade nine students and do not include grade nine students in high schools. 

Grade eight and grade nine dropouts from the 2009-10 school year are planned for inclusion in the 2011 Base API in the spring of 2012, pending approval of the State Board of Education. The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE API Web page at http://api.cde.ca.gov/. 

Passage Rates for CAHSEE, Grades 10-12

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(9) requires the CDE to report on passage rates on the high school exit examination adopted pursuant to EC 60850 (a). Table 6 provides a summary for the class of 2010 of the grade 10, grade 11, and grade 12 estimated cumulative percentage of students meeting the CAHSEE requirement overall and by subgroup. For the purposes of this table, “meeting the CAHSEE requirement” is defined as passing both the English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics portions of the CAHSEE. Students who satisfied the CAHSEE requirement through the local waiver process or exemption are not included in this table. Students identified as grade 12 from the classes of 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 are excluded from the 2010 calculation. Current grade 12 students who also tested as grade 12 in the classes of 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 are excluded from this table. The rates are calculated as follows: 

Numerator: 
Cumulative number in the class of 2010 who met the CAHSEE requirement 

Denominator: 
Cumulative number in the class of 2010 tested on both the CAHSEE in ELA and mathematics 
Table 6: Class of 2010, Grade 10-12 Estimated Cumulative Percentage 

Meeting the CAHSEE Requirement
	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 10 Class of 2010 Percent Passed 

in 2007-08
	Grade 11 Class of 2010 Percent Passed 

in 2008-09
	Grade 12 Class of 2010 Percent Passed

 in 2009-10

	Overall
	69.2%
	82.9%
	94.4%

	Female
	71.8%
	84.7%
	94.8%

	Male
	66.8%
	81.2%
	93.9%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	52.5%
	71.0%
	89.6%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	66.0%
	82.7%
	95.4%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	85.8%
	92.5%
	97.4%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	84.5%
	92.6%
	98.1%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	58.5%
	76.1%
	91.4%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	69.7%
	85.0%
	95.3%

	White – not Hispanic
	83.4%
	91.9%
	98.1%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	57.2%
	75.1%
	91.3%

	English Learner
	29.5%
	53.1%
	81.0%

	Students with Disabilities
	20.2%
	37.9%
	53.3%


Data source: August 24, 2010 CDE News Release and HumRRO, Independent Evaluation of the CAHSEE: 2010 Evaluation Report, page 31, table 2.12, http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/documents/cahsee10eval1.pdf 
Table 6 shows that by the end of their senior year, approximately 94.4 percent of students in the class of 2010 successfully passed both the ELA and mathematics portions of the CAHSEE. The results among subgroups of students show the achievement gap is narrowing. By the end of their senior year, the cumulative passing rate for Black or African American students was 89.6 percent; Hispanic or Latino students, 91.4 percent; Asian students, 97.4 percent, and white students, 98.1 percent. 

Tables 7 and 8 provide summaries of Grade 10 CAHSEE separate passing rates for ELA and mathematics for 2009-10 overall and by subgroup. The rates are calculated as follows: 

Numerator: 
Number of 10th graders who passed the CAHSEE in English-language arts (ELA) or mathematics in the 2009-10 school year
Denominator: 
Number of 10th graders tested on the CAHSEE in ELA or mathematics in the 2009-10 school year 
Table 7: Grade 10 CAHSEE Passing Rates in English-language Arts,

2009-10

	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Number Tested
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Number Passed
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Percent Passed

	Overall
	478,099
	385,196
	80.6%

	Female
	234,247
	197,618
	84.4%

	Male
	243,805
	187,549
	76.9%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	33,432
	23,775
	71.1%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	3,406
	2,697
	79.2%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	41,880
	38,050
	90.9%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	13,182
	12,093
	91.7%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	233,222
	170,837
	73.3%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	2,927
	2,320
	79.3%

	White – not Hispanic
	133,930
	122,072
	91.1%

	Two or More Races – not Hispanic
	16,120
	13,352
	82.8%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	249,129
	180,062
	72.3%

	English Learner
	73,021
	30,457
	41.7%

	Students with Disabilities
	38,391
	14,319
	37.3%


Data source: CAHSEE 2009-10 DataQuest
Tables 7 and 8 show the percentages of students who passed the CAHSEE in the tenth grade, which is the first opportunity for students to take the test. Table 7 shows that 80.6 percent of the grade ten class of 2012 passed the ELA portion. 

Table 8: Grade 10 CAHSEE Passing Rates in Mathematics, 

2009-10

	Demographic Subgroup
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Number Tested
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Number Passed
	Grade 10 Class of 2012 Percent Passed

	Overall
	475,452
	383,887
	80.7%

	Female
	233,616
	189,963
	81.3%

	Male
	241,783
	193,894
	80.2%

	Black or African American – not Hispanic
	33,162
	21,997
	66.3%

	American Indian or Alaska Native – not Hispanic
	3,378
	2,629
	77.8%

	Asian – not Hispanic
	41,793
	39,716
	95.0%

	Filipino – not Hispanic
	13,126
	12,082
	92.0%

	Hispanic or Latino of any Race
	232,084
	171,467
	73.9%

	Pacific Islander – not Hispanic
	2,902
	2,315
	79.8%

	White – not Hispanic
	133,124
	120,654
	90.6%

	Two or More Races – not Hispanic
	15,883
	13,027
	82.0%

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	247,693
	181,974
	73.5%

	English Learner
	72,176
	37,693
	52.2%

	Students with Disabilities
	35,412
	13,673
	38.6%


Data source: CAHSEE 2009-10 DataQuest
Table 8 shows that 80.7 percent of the grade ten class of 2012 passed the mathematics portion. These percentages for both ELA and mathematics reflect continuing increases from prior years. 

The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE CAHSEE Web page at http://cahsee.cde.ca.gov/.
Suspension, Expulsion, and Truancy Rates

EC Sections 48070.6 (c)(5) and 48070.6 (c)(6) require the CDE to report on behavioral data by school and district, including suspensions, expulsions, and truancies. Table 9 provides a summary of suspensions and expulsions overall for 2009-10. Table 10 provides a summary of truancies and the truancy rate overall for 2009-10. 
The Consolidated Application Part I currently collects school-level incident data related to school climate through the School Reporting Form for the Uniform Management Information Reporting System (UMIRS). Subgroup data are not available at this time through the UMIRS. However, UMIRS data is scheduled to eventually be phased into and collected by the CALPADS as student-level data. At that time, subgroup data is scheduled to become available.
Table 9: Suspensions and Expulsions, 2009-10
	Demo

graphic Subgroup
	Enroll-ment
	Violence/ Drug Suspen-sions
	Violence/ Drug Expul-sions
	Total Persis-tently Danger-ous 

Expul-sions
	Number of Non-Student Firearm Inci-dents
	Overall Total Suspen-sions
	Overall Total Expul-sions

	Overall
	6,102,161
	326,914
	17,422
	2,852
	5,292
	757,045
	21,039


Data source: Advance Data Collection for the Uniform Management Information Reporting System (UMIRS) for the Consolidated Application, Part I

Table 9 shows that approximately 750,000 student suspensions and 21,000 student expulsions occurred in California in 2009-10. This table shows statewide counts rather than rates of suspensions and expulsions. Rates are unable to be determined because an unduplicated count of students who receive suspensions and expulsions during the school year is not collected at this time.

The truancy rate is calculated as follows: 

Numerator: 
Number of students with unexcused absence or tardy of more than 30 minutes on three different days or more (truants) for the 2009-10 school year 
Denominator: 
Number of students enrolled for the 2009-10 school year

Table 10: Truancy Rate, 2009-10
	Demographic Subgroup
	Enrollment
	Number of Students With Unexcused Absence or Tardy on 3 or More Days (truants)
	Truancy Rate

	Overall
	6,102,161
	1,717,744
	28.2%


Data source: Advance Data Collection for the Uniform Management Information Reporting System (UMIRS) for the Consolidated Application, Part I

Table 10 shows that 28.2 percent of California students were considered truant during 2009-10.

The county, district, and school reports are provided separately on the CDE DataQuest Expulsion, Suspension, and Truancy Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. 

School Climate and Student Engagement Data
EC Section 48070.6 (f) specifies that the CDE may report on relevant data on school climate and pupil engagement from the California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS). Because inclusion of the state and local reports for the CHKS would render this written report unwieldy, the state and local reports are provided separately online. The state reports are on the CHKS Web pages (outside source) at http://chks.wested.org/reports and http://chks.wested.org/indicators. The county and district level reports are provided on the CDE DataQuest CHKS Web page at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. 

The information provided by the CHKS is limited. The CHKS reports are available at the LEA level but not at the school level. The CHKS is administered only at grades five, seven, nine, and eleven, and, therefore, the Safe and Healthy Kids Program Office reports the CHKS data only for those grade levels. In addition, not all LEAs administer and report data on the CHKS because not all LEAs are required to do so. The CHKS is reported only by LEAs that receive federal or state funding that requires it. 

Continued funding for the CHKS is currently uncertain, and LEAs do not report the data each year. School districts receiving Title IV funding were previously required to administer the CHKS once every two years. The federal Title IV grant ended in June 2010, and, therefore, there is no longer a mandatory reporting requirement that necessitates implementation of the CHKS for most schools and districts. 
A recent California bill, AB 1368, proposes to establish the CHKS in statute and would require school districts to administer the survey when funding is available. However, this bill is currently in suspension. 
The state’s Tobacco Use and Prevention Education grant provides state funding to 59 districts and requires CHKS data to be reported by those districts. 
The CDE received a one-time, four-year federal Safe and Supportive Schools (S3) grant in 2010 to measure school climate and programmatic interventions in the lowest achieving high schools. As part of the grant requirement, participating districts must administer the CHKS and other school climate surveys in 2011 and 2014. Currently, 58 districts and 204 high schools are participating. The grant period is from October 2010 to September 2014. After 2014, federal funding for school climate is uncertain.
It is important to interpret the CHKS results with caution. Results can be significantly impacted by response rates, the type of parental consent used (passive or active), gender differences, regional variations, and other issues. More information about the CHKS data collection is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/at/datacollection.asp.

Future Dropout, Graduation, and Related Reports
One-Year on Track for Credits to Graduate

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(5) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school students for each of grades 9 to 12, inclusive, who are on track to earn sufficient credits to graduate. Reporting whether students are on track to graduate according to “sufficient” credits to graduate is not currently possible to determine with current or future data that CALPADS is planning to collect. Although CALPADS will eventually be collecting the number of credits a student attempted and the number of credits a student earned, CDE will still be unable to calculate whether the student has earned sufficient credits to graduate because districts do not use a common standard in assigning number of credits nor a common standard for the minimum number of credits to graduate. Until common standards are implemented statewide, this requirement of SB 651 will not be possible to report.

California’s statewide minimum graduation requirements pursuant to EC 51225.3 specifies the minimum number of years (rather than number of credits) required in the subject areas of English, mathematics, social science, science, foreign language, visual and performing arts, physical education, and electives. However, the number of credits assigned for a year of English, for example, varies across districts. Similarly, graduation requirements for the number of total credits for each content area vary across districts. It is not possible to accurately determine if a student is on track to graduate until there are mandated statewide common standard definitions for credit assignments and a statewide minimum number of credits to graduate for each content area. 

Five- and Six-Year Cohort Graduation Rates, Grades 9 to 12

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(1) requires the CDE to report rates at which students graduate in four, five, and six years, pursuant to EC Section 52052 (a)(4)(A), which refers to reporting graduation rates for the API. Currently, only four year cohort graduation rates are available for the class of 2009-10, and are included in this report (see Table 1). Five year cohort rates will be available for the class of 2010-11, and six year cohort rates will be available for the class of 2011-12.

On the API Web page at http://api.cde.ca.gov, graduation rates are also compared to school growth targets. Four-year adjusted cohort graduation rates are posted on DataQuest for the first time for the class of 2009-10.

Rates of Graduates Who Completed Two or More CTE Courses

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(3) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school graduates who completed two or more classes in career technical education (CTE). The CDE does not currently collect summary information on CTE course taking patterns. Although CALPADS includes course characteristics data elements that indicate if a course is related to CTE, statewide course data is not available for 2009-10. It is uncertain how soon course data may be available in the near future. 

The CALPADS will include a data element that indicates if a student completes a CTE pathway by completing capstone courses and by passing locally developed and administered assessment, thus demonstrating competence in a specific CTE course sequence (pathway). This indicator is not available for 2009-10 but may be available in the near future.

Rates of Graduates Who Completed UC/CSU and CTE courses

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(4) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school graduates who completed both course sequences, i.e., completing UC/CSU courses and completing two or more CTE classes. As noted in the prior section, CTE information will not be available for 2009-10 but may be available in the near future. 
One-Year Cohort Dropout Rates, Each of Grades 7 to 12

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(1) requires the CDE to report on one-year dropout rates for each of grades 7 to 12, inclusive. One-year dropout rates for middle schools are provided in this report (Tables 4 and 5). One-year dropout rates for each of grades 7 to 12 for 2009-10 are not available for this report, but they are scheduled to be available for 2010-11.

"Full-year" Four-Year Dropout Rates for Alternative Schools

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(7) requires the CDE to report “full-year” dropout rates for alternative schools, including dropout recovery high schools, calculated using a methodology to appropriately reflect dropout rates in each type of alternative school. These rates are not available for 2009-10 for this report, but they are scheduled to be available for 2010-11. EC Section 48070.6 (a)(8) requires the CDE to identify and describe the methodology used to calculate “full-year” dropout rates. Although the rates will not be available for this report, the CDE has identified a methodology to calculate “full-year” dropout rates. 

Students in alternative and dropout recovery high schools tend to be highly mobile and often transfer in and out of the school within a school year. Regular dropout rates do not adjust for high mobility in schools. As a result, alternative schools tend to have higher dropout rates than regular schools. To account for highly mobile populations and report “full year” dropout rates, the CDE proposes that the four-year cohort dropout rates for alternative schools, including dropout recovery high schools, use an adjusted method of calculation. This adjusted method would include students in the calculation only if they were enrolled at the school at least a minimum number of days (to be determined) within the four-year cohort time span. This approach would eliminate from the calculation students who were enrolled at an alternative or a dropout recovery high school a short time only who would have had a greater likelihood of dropping out. Data for alternative schools would be included in the district totals. 

The proposed cohort rate for each alternative school type would be calculated as follows. 

Numerator: 
Number of cohort members who were enrolled at least the minimum number of days (to be determined) and who drop out from 2006-07 to 2009-10 

Denominator: 
Number of first time 9th graders in fall 2006 (starting cohort) plus students who transfer in, minus students who transfer out, and who were enrolled for at least the minimum number of days (to be determined) during school years 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-10

The “full-year” dropout rates would apply to alternative and dropout recovery schools only. In the rest of this report, results of alternative and dropout recovery high schools are included in calculations with all other schools (i.e., Tables 1-10 in this report). In Tables 1-10, alternative and dropout recovery high schools are treated the same as all other schools in the calculations. In contrast, “full-year” four year dropout rates would include only alternative and dropout recovery high schools and would use an adjusted calculation methodology to account for the unique mobility challenges of these schools with highly mobile student populations.

Alternative schools for purposes of this report would include dropout recovery high schools, continuation high schools, community day schools, juvenile court schools, special schools, opportunity schools, and schools attended by wards of the DJJ. For purposes of this report, "dropout recovery high school" has the same meaning as defined in EC 52052, i.e., a high school in which 50 percent or more of its students have been designated as dropouts pursuant to the exit/withdrawal codes developed by the CDE for CALPADS.
One-Year Cohort Promotion Rates, Grade 9 to Grade 10

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(4) requires the CDE to report on grade 9 to grade 10 promotion rates. One-year statewide grade 9 to 10 cohort promotion rates for 2009-10 are not available for this report but are scheduled to be available for 2010-11.

Non-promotional School Moves, Grades 6 to 12

EC Section 48070.6 (a)(6) requires the CDE to report on the average number of non-promotional school moves that students make between grades 6 to 12, inclusive. Although CALPADS includes the date a student enrolls, the date a student exits, and the reason for the transfer, it does not contain a sufficient number of years of data to report non-promotional school moves for all of grades 6 through 12. The data for grades 6 through 12 may be available in 2011-12 or 2012-13.

Other available data
EC Section 48070.6 (a)(10) requires the CDE to report other available data relating to dropout or graduation rates or pupil progress toward high school graduation. There is no additional data to report at this time. Other available data may be reported for 2010-11.

Reports Unable to be Produced
Rates of Dropouts Who Completed UC/CSU Course Criteria  

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(2) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school dropouts who completed courses that are certified by the UC as meeting admission requirement criteria for the UC and CSU systems. This data is not available and not in the scope of the CALPADS contract.

Rates of Dropouts Who Completed Two or More CTE Courses

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(3) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school dropouts who completed two or more classes in CTE. This data is not available and not in the scope of the CALPADS contract.

Rates of Dropouts Who Completed UC/CSU and CTE courses

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(4) requires the CDE to report on the percentage of high school dropouts who completed both course sequences described in the prior two sections above. This data is not available and not in the scope of the CALPADS contract.
GED Earning Rates

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(7) requires the CDE to report on General Education Development (GED) test earning rates. Although the CALPADS includes an exit code on whether an individual completed the GED without a diploma, the CDE is unable to determine GED earning rates through CALPADS because CALPADS does not have data on whether an individual attempted the GED. The GED Testing Service provides annual reports of statewide GED results, however, the data is aggregated at the state level only. Regardless, the counts of those passing GED in CALPADS may not include all persons who passed the GED. This is because not all individuals allow release of their GED test information, and the individual identifiers under GED (SSNs) are different from those used for CALPADS (SSID). In addition, to be eligible to take the GED, a person must be 18 years or older or within 60 days of his or her 18th birthday or 17 years of age with certain restrictions. Because the GED is administered according to age and not according to grade level, it is not possible to attribute results by grade level. Similarly, because the GED is administered at test centers and not at schools or LEAs, it is not possible to attribute results by school or LEA. Until these issues are resolved, this report requirement is unable to be produced.

Chronic Absentee Rates

EC Section 48070.6 (c)(8) requires the CDE to report on chronic absentee rates, as defined in Section 60901. Section 60901 specifies that, contingent upon the receipt of federal funds, the CDE shall prepare CALPADS to include data on a quarterly rate of pupil attendance to include rates of absence and chronic absentees. Federal funding for this purpose is currently uncertain, and the CDE has not yet begun the process to include the data in CALPADS. Until funding issues are resolved, this report requirement is unable to be produced.
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CALPADS Finds Statewide Graduation Rate of 74.4 Percent

Data System Provides Most Accurate Measure of Student Success 

  

            SACRAMENTO—State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson announced today that nearly three out of four California students who started high school in 2006 graduated with their class in 2010, with slightly more than 18 percent dropping out rather than completing their K-12 educations.

            The graduation and dropout rates continue to show a significant achievement gap between students who are Hispanic, African American, or English learners and their peers. The 74.4 percent statewide graduation rate and 18.2 percent statewide dropout rate—as well as rates calculated for counties, districts, and schools across California—were for the first time based on four-year cohort information collected about individual students using the state’s California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS).

            “For far too long, the discussion about graduation and dropout rates has revolved around how the results were obtained. Now, we can focus on the much more important issue of how to raise the number of graduates and lower the number of dropouts,” Torlakson said.

            To download state, county, district, and school graduation and dropout rates, please visit the CDE DataQuest Web site at http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/.

            Beyond the 74.4 percent graduation rate and the 18.2 percent dropout rate, the remaining 7.4 percent of this cohort are students who are neither graduates nor dropouts. Some are still enrolled in school (6.6 percent); others are non-diploma special education students (0.5 percent), and those who passed the General Educational Development Test® (0.4 percent). 

            The new cohort graduation rate will now serve as a baseline in 2011. In 2012, it will also replace the previous formula to determine graduation rates as required by U.S. law. The previous formula, called the “National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) completer rate” is used to determine whether schools have met their targets for increasing the graduation rate for Adequate Yearly Progress reporting under the federal accountability system. The NCES completer rate was needed until California had four years of longitudinal student data to calculate a cohort rate.  

            The new cohort graduation rate of 74.4 percent for the class of 2010 should not be compared to any rates from previous years because it is based on a different method of calculation. For example, the NCES completer rate did not account for students who transferred into or out of schools over four years and overestimated the graduation rate. The new cohort rate takes student mobility into account. Also because the new cohort graduation rate is based on a different method of calculation, it is not possible to calculate the exact percentage of change from the graduating class of 2009, though the data clearly indicate an increase in the graduation rate and a decrease in dropout rate.

            The new cohort dropout rate also will serve as a baseline in 2011. It is calculated with the same four-year cohort as the graduation rate. The new cohort dropout rate of 18.2 percent for the class of 2010 should not be compared to any rates from previous years because it is based on a different method of calculation. Also, it is not possible to calculate the exact percentage of change from the class of 2009.

            Dropout rates for traditional high schools will tend to be lower than the state rate and graduation rates will tend to be higher because many students at risk of dropping out are often transferred to county-run dropout recovery or educational option programs. If students drop out after they transfer, then these students would be attributed to the county-run or educational option program, rather than to the traditional high school. 

            People must use caution when analyzing dropout rates for schools with high mobility, such as alternative schools or dropout recovery high schools. In many cases, these schools serve only those students who are already at the greatest risk of dropping out of school because of their prior academic challenges. So it is also inappropriate to compare dropout rates for these schools to local comprehensive high schools. 

            The new cohort dropout rate is calculated for high school students, grades nine through twelve. However, there are significant numbers of students who drop out of school during the middle school years. California Education Code Section 52052.1 requires the inclusion of grade eight and grade nine dropout rates in a school’s Academic Performance Index (API), the state accountability system. Grade eight and grade nine dropouts from the 2009–10 school year are planned for inclusion beginning with the 2011 Base API in the spring of 2012, pending approval of the State Board of Education. The baseline data indicate that more than 17,000 grade eight students in 2008-09 dropped out of school before entering grade nine. This report can be accessed on the API Reports on the California Department of Education Web site at: 

http://api.cde.ca.gov/Acnt2011/2010BaseStApi_drop.aspx?allcds=0000000.

            “The new cohort data collection system shines a light on the middle school dropout problem,” added Torlakson. “Our research shows that chronic absence from school, even as early as kindergarten, is a strong indicator of whether a child will drop out of school later. Clearly, we need to invest more in programs designed to keep elementary and middle school students in school.”
            The new cohort rates indicate that there is still a significant gap that persists between Hispanic and African American students and their peers. While there remains a significant graduation rate gap for Hispanic students at 67.7 percent, it is encouraging that about 4,700 more Hispanics graduated in 2010, by far the largest increase by any other subgroup of students. Most troubling are the 59.0 percent graduation rate among African American students and the 56.3 percent graduation rate among English learners.                                                        

            Consistent with the graduation rates, the dropout rates also illustrate that African American students (30.1 percent) and English learners (31.1 percent) are more likely to drop out than their peers.

            “Sadly, the graduation rates of these subgroups of students are too low and their dropout rates are too high,” added Torlakson. “As I mentioned during my presentation of A Blueprint for Great Schools last Tuesday, our job is to provide every child the best chance to succeed—whether they speak English, come from a family in poverty, have health issues, or special needs. The Blueprint offers a vision about how to get there.

            "These new cohort rates are only the first glimpse of the data-rich information that will come from CALPADS. It is a wise investment for the state to have accurate information from which to make good policy decisions. I am grateful for the continued support of CALPADS from the Governor and the Legislature. 

            “I also want to thank school staff throughout California for their hard work in submitting data to CALPADS. Their work is helping to provide valuable information to keep students in school and learning so they’ll have a better future.”

            For more information on Torlakson’s A Blueprint for Great Schools, please visit http://www.cde.ca.gov/blueprint/.

# # # #

The California Department of Education (CDE) is a state agency led by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. For more information, please visit http://www.cde.ca.gov or by mobile device at http://m.cde.ca.gov/. You may also follow Superintendent Torlakson on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/TorlaksonSSPI and Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/CAEducation.  
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� Transition dropouts are for the LEA and state reports only. A transition dropout means a student who (1) was enrolled in grade eight (or grade nine) at the end of the academic school year and (2) did not begin attending grade nine (or grade ten) or any other grade in any school by the first Wednesday in October of the subsequent academic school year as determined by CALPADS. These dropouts are attributed to the grade eight (or grade nine) LEA in which the student completed grade eight (or grade nine).


� Students with disabilities in grade 12 were excluded from all rows except the last row due to the exemption.


� Does not include non-public schools data. Not all agencies submitted data.
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