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November 3, 2015  

TO:
Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
Sue Burr, Chair, and Members of Screening Committee of the State Board of Education

Re:
Recommended Finalists for the 2016-17 Student Member of the Board for the Governor’s Consideration and Appointment

The Ad-Hoc Screening Committee met on Monday, October 19, 2015, to review the applications that were submitted for consideration of the 2016-17 Student Member of the Board, and selected 12 semi-finalists. The semi-finalists attended the 2015 Student Advisory Board on Education (SABE) conference beginning on November 1, where student delegates listened to presentations made by the semi-finalists and voted to select six candidates.

On Wednesday, November 3, 2015, the Screening Committee interviewed the six candidates, and identified three finalists for consideration by the Board. If approved, the names of these individuals will be submitted to the Governor’s Office for his review and consideration. The Governor will appoint one of the three finalists as the 2016-17 Student Member of the Board.

We wish to thank all the students who made the effort to apply, and would like to encourage them to continue offering their impressive abilities to local, regional, or other state activities.

Students who are being recommended as finalists to the State Board of Education by the Screening Committee of the State Board of Education are provided in alphabetical order below:  

· Angele Bridges, Bright Star Secondary Charter Academy, Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles County
· Olivia Sison, C.K. McClatchy High School, Sacramento City Unified School District, Sacramento County
· Naudika Williams, Oakland High School, Oakland Unified School District, Alameda County
In addition to the finalists named above, the following students were identified as candidates for the 2016-17 Student Member of the Board:
· Sam Goidell, Davis Senior High School, Davis Joint Unified School District, Yolo County
· Parker Harrell, Central Valley High School, Gateway Unified School District, Shasta County

· Eleanor (Ella) Smith, Westview High School, Poway Unified School District, San Diego County

The following students were also identified as semi-finalists for the 2016-17 Student Member of the Board:
· Ekam Brar, Dr. TJ Owens Gilroy Early College Academy, Gilroy Unified School District, Santa Clara County

· Karina Gonzalez-Espinoza, Lindsay High School, Lindsay Unified School District, Tulare County
· Alexandria Hunter, High Tech High North County, San Marcos School District, San Diego County
· Henry Low, Western Sierra Collegiate Academy, Rocklin Unified School District, Placer County
· Emily Lu, Maria Carrillo High School, Santa Rosa City Schools, Sonoma County
· Whitney Zhang, Dr. TJ Owens Gilroy Early College Academy, Gilroy Unified School District, Santa Clara County

