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	ITEM ADDENDUM


	Date:
	November 4, 2015


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Item 6 – California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Approve the Finding of Emergency and Proposed Emergency Regulations for Amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Sections 850 through 864.


Summary of Key Issues
As required by Education Code Section 60640(q), Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations Sections 850 through 864 were amended to conform the state’s testing regulations to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). Permanent CAASPP regulations were approved by the Office of Administrative Law on August 27, 2014.

Under the newly-adopted regulations, the first operational administration of the CAASPP took place in spring 2015. Since the completion of testing on July 31, 2015, the California Department of Education (CDE) has worked to identify areas for improvement in the test administration process. Additionally, the assessment consortium of which California is a member, Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, recently made changes in several of its policies; changes with which the CAASPP regulations must conform.  Finally, the introduction of a successor alternate assessment to the California Alternate Performance Assessment, the new California Alternate Assessment, requires the addition of testing procedures and policies consistent with that assessment.  

It is imperative that the CAASPP regulations be amended on an emergency basis. The CDE has simultaneously submitted amendments to the CAASPP regulations through the regular rulemaking process. Since the changes to the CAASPP regulations were only recently identified, approval of these regulations solely through the regular rule making process would not have given local educational agencies the guidance they immediately require to start preparation for 2015–16 CAASPP testing, already underway. The Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement is included as Attachment 4.
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