
    

  

 

    

 

   

   

   

   

     

 

 

  

   

    

   

    

  

 

  

 

   

   

  

  

 

  

    

    

  

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

    

  

 

    

 

 

   

    

     

  

  

    

    

   

  

 

   

    

    

  

   

  

    

   

  

    

    

   

  

  

  

  

    

 

 

  

      

         

 

         

     

    

      

      

  

      

        

   

   

   

Preparation and Credentialing for Teachers: General Education and Special Education 
Comparison Chart of the Models 

Description Initial / Common Preparation Advanced/Specialized Preparation Credential 

C
u

rr
en

t

• �oth General Education and Special Education are initial credentials. 

• The current standards do not require General Education teachers to be 

sufficiently prepared to teach students with disabilities. 

• The current standards do not require prospective Special Education teachers to 

complete in-depth coursework/fieldwork on curriculum, unit planning or using 

whole class assessment to drive instruction. 

• Special Education has seven specialty content areas based on federal disability 

eligibility categories. 

• �asic Skills 

• �ontent Knowledge 

• Teaching English Learners 

• Teaching Students with Special Needs 

(limited for GenEd teachers) 

• �lassroom Management 

• Healthy Environments 

• Unit planning 

• !ssessment 

• Teaching Reading/Pass RI�! (MS only) 

• Self-contained pedagogy 

• Pass a TP! 

Multiple or Single Subject 

• Teaching Reading/Pass RI�! 

• !ccommodations and modifications 

• Specialized knowledge for the specific 

specialty content area 

Education Specialist 

#1
 

• Special Education is an advanced credential or may be earned concurrently with 

the General Education credential. 

• Special Education credential is not based on federal disability categories. 

• 2 specialized authorizations (DHH and VI) that may be added to a General 

Education or Special Education teaching credential 

• Student Engagement 

• Making �ontent !ccessible 

• Universal Design for Learning 

• Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 

• Positive �ehavioral Interventions and 

Supports 

• Unit Planning 

• Individualized Education Program 

• Language !cquisition and 

Development 

• Healthy Learning Environments 

• Integrating Educational Technology 

• Planning Instruction 

• Developmentally !ppropriate 

Teaching Practices 

• !ssessment 

• Developing as a Professional 

Educator 

• Professional, Legal and Ethical 

Practices 

• Teaching English Learners 

• !ssessment, �urriculum Design, and 

Interventions in Academic and Social 

Domains 

• Effective �ommunication and 

Collaborative Partnerships 

• Transition and Transitional Planning 

• Participating in IFSP/IEPs and Post-

Secondary Transition Planning 

• �ehavioral, Social, and Environmental 

Supports for Learning 

• �ase Management 

• �onsultation and �oordination with 

Families and Other Service Providers 

Multiple or Single Subject 

Education Specialist (can 

only be added to a Gen 

Ed or earned concurrently 

to a Gen Ed credential) 

#2
a 

• �oth General Education and Special 

Education are initial credentials. 

• Robust common trunk for 

preparation: All teachers have 

preparation for unit planning and 

assessment knowledge 

Two Special Education credentials that 

are NOT based on federal disability 

categories 

Elementary: Advanced Reading/RICA; 5-12yr. 

child development 

Secondary: 12-18yr. child development 

specific content area pedagogy 

General Education 

(Multiple/Single Subject) 

• !dvanced assessment and instructional skills 

• !dvanced collaboration and leadership with 

educators 

• !dvanced Reading/RI�! 

• Resources available and related services 

• Early �hildhood 

Special Education (0-22) 

Candidates would complete a preparation Special Education (0-22) 

program that is designed to support the Instruction for students 

teacher providing CAA (California Alternate with the most severe or 

Assessment) profound needs. 



• !ssessment, �urriculum Design, and

Interventions in Academic and Social

Domains

• Effective �ommunication and

Collaborative Partnerships

• Transition and Transitional Planning

• Participating in IFSP/IEPs and Post-

Secondary Transition Planning

• �ehavioral, Social, and Environmental

Supports for Learning

• �ase Management

• �onsultation and �oordination with 

Families and Other Service Providers

       

    

     

 

     

 

  

  

  

 

    

   

 

    

     

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

    

   

 

    

 

 

 

      

       

    

       

          

   

  

    

  

Preparation and Credentialing for Teachers: General Education and Special Education 

Description Initial / Common Preparation Advanced/Specialized Preparation Credential 

#2
b

 

continued from previous page • Five special education credentials 

instead of current seven 

• No federal disability categories except 

for VI and DHH 

continued from previous page Special Education: Communication/ Behavioral 

Needs 

Special Education: 

Communication/ 

Behavioral Needs 

Special Education: Cognitive/Physical Needs Special Education: 

Cognitive/Physical Needs 

Special Education/ DHH Special Education/ DHH 

Special Education/VI Special Education/VI 

Special Education/ECSE Special Education/ECSE 

#3
 

• !ll elementary teachers are prepared to teach students with and without 

disabilities and may teach students with disabilities in secondary schools. 

• No federal disability categories in the credential structure other than VI and 

DHH 

• There is no special education credential other than the VI, DHH, and E�SE. 

Teaching Reading 

Knowledge and Development ages 5-22 

Self-Contained Methodology 

Multiple Subject (self 

–contained K-12) and 

mild/moderate; 

moderate/severe 

Knowledge and Development ages 12-18 

Subject Specific Pedagogy for specific content 

area. 

SS: Math 

SS: English 

SS: Science 

SS: History/Social Studies 

SS: WL (or LOTE) 

SS: Art 

SS: Music 

SS: PE 

SS: WL-ELD 

SS: Agriculture 

SS: Business 

SS: Health 

SS: Home Economics 

SS: Industrial and 

Technology Education 

Knowledge and development ages 0-5 

Knowledge of IFSP process 

ECSE 

ASL 

Assistive technology 

Language and Cognitive Development 

strategies 

EC intervention and education 

DHH 

Braille 

Orientation and Mobility 

EC Intervention and education 

VI 
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