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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Potter Valley Community Unified School District which is moving to a 4-day school week as allowed by California Education Code Section 37710.5, to waive portions of Education Code Section 8483 (a)(1) and (2), to allow this school district to continue their After School Education and Safety program on the fifth day of the week, when there is no “regular school day” at Potter Valley Elementary School.  
Waiver Number: 47-3-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the district: 1) operates the After School Education and Safety Program (ASES) a minimum of 15 hours per week as required by California Education Code (EC) Section 8482 through 8484.6; 2) must follow all other requirements of Education Code (EC) sections 8482 through 8484.6; and 3) ensures that the ASES Program is included in Potter Valley Elementary School’s (ES) Single School Plan for Student Achievement to ensure that the impact on the ASES Program is addressed in any proposed future program or administrative changes.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has not previously heard a waiver of this EC.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The general purpose of the ASES Program is to establish local after school educational and enrichment programs. The programs are created through partnerships between school and local community resources to provide literacy, academic enrichment, and safe constructive alternatives for students in grades kindergarten through grade nine. State and local evaluations of the ASES Program show a consistent pattern of positive results on student achievement, attendance, behavior, and reductions in grade retention among students who participate in the program every regular school day.
Grantees are required by statute to operate programs a minimum of 15 hours per week and at least until 6:00 p.m., beginning immediately upon conclusion of the regular school day. Programs must operate every regular school day during the regular school year.  
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Potter Valley Community USD is requesting a waiver of a portion of EC Section 

8483(a)(1) and (2), the requirement that the ASES Program operate on “every regular school day.” This waiver would allow Potter Valley ES to operate on the fifth day of the week, when there is no “regular school day” in the District. 

In discussions with the District, it was discovered that for the 2009-10 school year, Potter Valley ES will be operating a five-day school week, with a minimum day on the fifth day of the week. Although the fifth day is a minimum day, it still is considered a “regular school day.” Thus, no waiver is needed for the 2009-10 school year, as requested by the District.  

For the 2010-11 school year, Potter Valley ES will begin operating a four-day school week. On the fifth day, when there is no “regular school day,” parents will have the choice to enroll students in one of four eight-week sessions at a nearby community center. The District and community center are to provide activities such as art, music, second-language development, and science. The District would like to provide an ASES Program when the activities at the community center are done for the day. The community center is adjacent to the school.  

Currently, Potter Valley ES receives ASES funding in the amount of $81,000 per year to serve 60 students. At this time, it is estimated that the Potter Valley ES Program is serving 42 students per day or 70 percent of its targeted attendance. 
EC Section 8483.7 (a)(1)(a) requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to adjust the grant level of any school within a program if the actual attendance level falls below 75 percent of the target attendance level in any year. For the 2009-10 school year, the CDE anticipates adjusting the ASES grant amount for Potter Valley ES to $67,500 to serve 50 students. The superintendent of Potter Valley Community USD is aware of this possible adjustment and plans to continue serving students with no reduction in the quality of the program.

The CDE recommends that the State Board of Education grant a waiver with conditions for the 2010-11 school year in recognition of the need for the ASES Program to provide safe and constructive alternatives for students at Potter Valley ES. The conditional approval is a temporary measure and is being approved through June 29, 2011.   
Demographic Information: Potter Valley ES has a student population of 99 and is located in rural Mendocino County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: From July 1, 2009, to June 29, 2011. 
Local board approval date(s): July 2009
Public hearing held on date(s): March 11, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): March 2 and 9, 2009
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 
Potter Valley Teachers Association: Jean Masson; 
Potter Valley Classified Employees Association: Sam Phillips
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support (both unions)                  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other – Web site
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: April 8, 2009
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The approval of this waiver will have no fiscal impact on the state.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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