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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): including, but not limited to, CAHSEE Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	This item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	In November 2003, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved an Annual Item Release Plan for the CAHSEE, the California Standards Test, and the California Alternate Performance Assessment. Under the new plan, the CAHSEE will release 25 percent of the test questions in each subject, mathematics and English-language arts, each year. CDE had previously released test questions for the CAHSEE from the 2001 through the 2003 tests.

All test questions on the CAHSEE are evaluated by committees of content experts, including California educators, teachers, and administrators, to ensure the questions’ appropriateness for measuring the designated California academic content standards in English-language arts and mathematics. In addition to content, all items are reviewed and approved to ensure their adherence to the principles of fairness and reviewed for bias with respect to characteristics such as gender, ethnicity, and language.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	CAHSEE released new test questions from the February and March 2004 tests. The test questions will be posted to the Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/resources.asp. The new test questions are combined with the ones released from 2001, 2002, and 2003. The test questions are grouped by strands from the academic content standards (e.g., number sense, word analysis). At the beginning of each strand section is a list of the specific academic content standards assessed on the CAHSEE. Following a group of questions is a table that gives the correct answer for each question, the content standard each question is measuring, and the year each question originally appeared on the CAHSEE.

The mathematics portion of the CAHSEE has 80 test questions and CDE has released 150 test questions (20 are from the 2004 test). The English-language arts portion of the CAHSEE has 72 multiple-choice questions and 1 writing essay and has released 147 test questions and five writing essays (18 multiple-choice questions and 1 writing essay are from the 2004 test).

In selecting test questions for release, three criteria are used: (1) the questions adequately cover the academic content standards assessed on the CAHSEE, (2) the questions demonstrate a range of difficulty, and (3) the questions present a variety of ways each standard can be assessed. These released test questions do not appear on future tests.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	There is no cost to this item. CDE will post the new released items on the Web site.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None.
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