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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Program Update, Including but not limited to Grade 4 and 7 California English-Language Arts Standards Test Writing Component
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	This item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	The SBE was notified at its September meeting of a budget shortfall of approximately $4.9 million for the STAR Program 2004-05 contract. At that time SBE was asked to consider suspending scoring of the Grade 4 and 7 writing component of the California English-Language Arts Standards Tests (ELA CST) for 2005. 


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	· Since the September SBE meeting, the California Department of Education (CDE) has been able to work with the Governor’s Office, the Office of the Secretary for Education, and the Department of Finance (DOF) to provide the funds needed to score the 2005 ELA CST 4th and 7th grade writing components.

· CDE is continuing to work with the contractor to conduct activities focusing on refinement of the writing assessment.

· On October 28 and 29, ETS, will convene a writing task force comprised of ELA CRP members, California teachers and writing experts to review the existing writing prompts, scoring guides and processes, and directions. The task force will provide suggestions for writing assessment modifications that may include modifying the test format, scoring guides and/or processes, and/or student directions.
· ETS and CDE will include information on any modified formats and/or scoring guides in the 2005 Post-Test Workshops. 


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The costs for these activities are included in the 2004-05 program budget and have been approved by the DOF.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None.
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