STAR Program: One Year…

Page 2 of 2


	California Department of Education

SBE-003 (REV 05/17/04)

aab-sad-nov04item06
	ITEM #8 

	[image: image1.png]






CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

november 2004 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: One Year Extension of Educational Testing Service (ETS) California Standards Tests (CSTs) and California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) Contract
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	Approve extending the ETS contract for the CSTs and CAT/6 Survey for one year from July 1, 2005 through December 31, 2006 and the Scope of Work for the extension.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	· The State Board of Education (SBE) designated ETS as the contractor for the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the designated achievement test during April 2002 for three years (2002-03, 2003-04, and 2004-05). At that time, the SBE members stated that they would consider extending the contract for up to two years if the Program was reauthorized beyond December 31, 2004. California Legislation signed by the Governor of California on August 16, 2004, reauthorized the Program through December 31, 2010.

· SBE authorizes its executive director to amend the contract scope of work provided that amendments did not increase the contract costs.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	· Developing a Request for Submission and designating a new contractor requires a minimum of six months, and development for the tests that will be administered during spring 2006 must begin before this process could be completed.

· A one-year contract extension provides for completing all work related to administering the tests during spring 2006. While item development of new questions to be field-tested during spring 2006 will begin in January 2005 and the final 2006 results will not be posted on the Web site until December 2006, the costs for the 

18-month period are included in the 2005-06 budget and a one-year contract.

· This extension will allow for developing the CSTs for the 2006 administration, administering the CSTs and CAT/6 Survey during spring 2006, reporting the 2006 results, providing districts an opportunity to correct 2006 student demographic data for Academic Performance Index and Adequate Yearly Progress calculations, and transitioning the program to a new contractor for spring 2007.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The costs for a one-year contract extension will be approximately $50 million. Approval of the final contract will be contingent on the budget allocation for 2005-06 and approval of the Department of Finance. The estimated $50 million is based on the program’s 2004-05 budget.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	Attachment 1:  Draft Timeline for STAR Program Contractor Designation (1 Page)

Attachment 2:  Draft 2005-06 STAR Program Scope of Work ( Pages)


Draft Timeline for Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program Request for Submission (RFS) and Contractor Designation (beginning 2006-07)

· October 2004 – February 2005—CDE prepares RFS, evaluation criteria, and evaluation panel composition and members

· March 2005 – SBE approves RFS

· March 2005 - CDE distributes invitation to submit for contract

· May 2005 – CDE receives submissions for a comprehensive four-year plan to administer STAR Program

· June and July 2005—CDE evaluates submissions and prepares SSPI’s recommendation

· August 2005—SSPI’s recommendations is forwarded to SBE as Information Memorandum

· September 2005—SBE designates contractor

· October through December 2005 – CDE negotiates contract, including Scope of Work with contractor

· January 2006 - SBE receives contract and Scope of Work for approval

· January and February 2006—Contract is finalized and processed

· March 2006 - The contractor begins item development for spring 2007 embedded field-tests 

· June 2006 - Content Review Panels review new items

· July and August 2006 - Spring 2007 test forms are developed

· August and September 2006 - CDE reviews 2007 test forms

· October 2006 - Printing of 2007 tests begins
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