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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

November 2004 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001- Including, but not limited to, California’s proposed amendments to the state’s Accountability Workbook, 2004 Program Improvement Schools and Districts, and request to waive the Title III requirement for assessing kindergarten and first grade English learners in reading and writing.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The Board will hear an update on current NCLB activities and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	This standing item allows CDE and SBE staff to brief the Board on timely topics related to NCLB.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Approval of California’s NCLB Accountability Workbook

In April 2004, California submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) a list of proposed amendments to the State’s NCLB Accountability Workbook. Attached is the letter from Assistant Secretary Ray Simon outlining those amendments approved by USDE. The letter describes the process for submitting future amendments and encourages California to take advantage of NCLB flexibility available to States in the design and implementation of their accountability plans as well as the additional flexibility for the administration and operation of NCLB programs.

2004 Program Improvement Schools and Districts

Information will be presented on California’s identification of Program Improvement (PI) schools and districts for 2004. Attached is a copy of Superintendent O’ Connell’s press release on the 2004 PI identification, which includes the website for a list of the PI schools and districts. Also attached is a copy of the August 26, 2004, letter sent to the field explaining what districts and schools are required to do in each year of PI.  

Request to Waive the Title III Requirement for Assessing K-1 English Learners in Reading and Writing

At the September 2004 Board meeting, the Board requested that staff prepare a request to the U.S. Department of Education to waive the Title III requirement for assessing kindergarten and first grade English learners in reading and writing. Currently, those students are assessed in speaking and listening on the California English Language Development Test (CELDT). The proposed language for the waiver request will be presented at the November meeting.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	Any State or LEA that does not abide by the mandates and provisions of NCLB is at risk of losing federal funding.


	ATTACHMENTS


Attachment 1: USDE Letter from Assistant Secretary Ray Simon, Office of Elementary       and Secondary Education. (4 pages) (This attachment is not available for viewing on the Internet. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
Attachment 2: CDE Press Release-List of schools and school districts identified for federal program improvement (2 pages) (This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr04/yr04rel88.asp. A printed copy is also available for viewing in the State Board of Education Office.)
Attachment 3: CDE Letter to the Field on Program Improvement (11 pages) 

(This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ti/correspondence.asp/. A printed copy is also available for viewing in the State Board of Education Office.)

Proposed language requesting a waiver of the Title III requirement to assess kindergarten and first grade English learners in reading and writing will be provided in a Last Minute Memorandum.
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