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	SUBJECT

Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program: Approval of Supplemental Instructional Materials
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the attached initial list of research-based supplemental materials for use in the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program and the proposed process for adding additional material to the list.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	At the September 2004 meeting, the SBE approved the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program process for submission, review, and approval of plans to reduce the number of referrals to special education and to provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs. 

In October 2004, the CDE submitted an information memorandum detailing the process for selecting an initial list of supplemental instructional materials for the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	California’s 2004-05 Budget Act provides incentive funding for Reading First districts to create and administer a plan to use the Reading First Program to reduce the number of special education referrals. Current Reading First districts can use this funding for various purposes that include but are not limited to the purchase of supplemental research-based instructional materials and diagnostic reading assessments designed to reduce the number of special education referrals within the district.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	This process addresses the requirement of Item 6110-126-0890, Provision 3, of the 

2004-05 State Budget Act which stipulates that the first priority for use of $29,564,000 of Reading First carryover funds is to increase grantees to $8,000 per K-3 teacher upon submission of a plan to reduce the number of referrals to special education and to provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs.
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	ATTACHMENT (S)

	Attachment 1: Process For Selecting Supplemental Instructional Materials (2 pages)

The CDE intends to submit a Last Minute Memorandum to provide the SBE with an initial list of supplemental materials for review and approval.
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Process for Selecting Supplemental Instructional Materials for the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program

Phase I Review

The first phrase of the selection process features a review of instructional materials to determine whether they  “are factually accurate and incorporate principles of instruction reflective of current and confirmed research [Education Code 60200 (c) (3)]. The full definition used in the review will be in alignment with the research on how technical skill domains of reading are acquired [Education Code 44757.5 (j) for grades K-3].  The technical skill domains match the Reading First required list of “essential components of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, oral reading fluency, vocabulary development, and comprehension.”

Representatives from the Reading/Language Arts Leadership Office and the Office of Special Education met and reviewed the supplemental materials lists compiled by the Florida and Oregon Reading First Centers. This included reviewing the criteria used to rate each of the supplemental or intervention programs on their respective lists. The following process was used to select programs for inclusion on the CDE list.

Florida: all programs that received either ++ (Most aspects of the component taught/practiced) or +++ (All aspects of the component taught/practiced) in at least one technical skill domain and received notations a, b, c, d (materials are explicit, systematic, aligned, and have ample practice opportunities, respectively) were placed on the list.

Oregon: All Phase I programs that received a rating of between 65% (Program partially meets/exceeds criterion) and 100% (Program consistently meets/exceeds criterion) in a skill domain were placed on the Phase I list. It was assumed that programs receiving a rating of at least 65% also met the same general a, b, c, d criteria used by Florida. 

In some cases where the same program was reviewed by both centers, a program was placed on the list if it was “passed” by one, even if the other center gave it a lower rating. 

Each of the programs that have one or more technical skill domains passing the phase I review will be recommended for phase II review.

Phase II Review

Phase II review will be conducted by staff from the California Technical Assistance Center (C-TAC).  The following criteria will be used to recommend approval of supplemental and comprehensive program materials to the SBE:
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1. Only supplemental and comprehensive intervention program materials that have passed the Phase I review will be considered for the Phase II review.

2. Each technical skill domain will be evaluated to determine alignment with the K-3 California English/Language Arts standards. Alignment with a California English/Language Arts standard means that the program directly teaches the standard and includes sufficient repetition, practice, and review for students to gain mastery.

3. To be included on the Supplemental Materials List each technical skill domain reviewed must meet 70% of K-3 standards identified for that skill domain.

A program may meet the above criteria in one or more technical skill domains.

Based on the outcome of the review, the California Committee, consisting of representatives from the Reading/Language Arts Leadership Office, Professional Development and Curriculum Support Division, the Special Education Division and the C-TAC will provide recommendations to the CDE for approval by the SBE.

Additions to the List

Publishers and participating Reading First districts may petition the committee to have instructional materials added to the list. The California Committee, using the above selection process, will evaluate petitions.

Materials that pass both levels of review and are expected to provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs will be forwarded to the SBE for review, and if authorized, added to the list of approved supplemental materials. 
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