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	SUBJECT

Proposed Changes to be included in the California School Information Services (CSIS) Data Dictionary, Version 6.0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	Approve the Proposed Changes for the CSIS Data Dictionary, Version 6.0


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	Each year the CSIS Program must update its data dictionary, prior to scheduled data collections, to include modifications necessary for state reporting and records transfer. The SBE has previously approved CSIS Data Dictionary Versions 1.0-5.3. 


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The Summary of Data Dictionary Changes from Version 5.3 to 6.0 (Attachment 1) lists all the proposed changes to the CSIS Data Dictionary. The changes are necessary to meet updated and ongoing requirements for electronic state reporting and records transfer starting in FY 2005-06. The changes include additions and deletion of data elements, changes to element attributes, additions and clarifications to business rules, and errata (type corrections, and minor edits). 

The California legislature authorized the CSIS Program in 1997 under AB 107, Chapter 282 of 1997, Item 6110-101-0349 that provided funding for the CSIS Program and placed it under the custodianship of the Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team administered by Kern County’s Superintendent of Schools. Subsequent legislation (AB 1115, Chapter 78 of 1999) required the State Board of Education to annually approve the CSIS Data Dictionary and further clarified the mission of CSIS. The mission of CSIS is to:

· Build capacity of Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to implement and maintain comparable, effective, and efficient student information systems that will support LEA daily program needs and promote the use of information for educational decision-making by school-site, district office and county staff.

· Enable the accurate and timely exchange of student transcripts between LEAs and to post secondary institutions.

· Assist LEAs to transmit state reports electronically to the California Department of Education (CDE), thereby reducing reporting burden of LEA staff.

As of the 2004-2005 School year, there are 221 local education agencies participating in CSIS representing a total student enrollment of nearly 2.7 million students. An additional group of approximately 50 local education agencies will begin participating this spring.

LEAs participating in CSIS submit Fall California Basic Education Data System (CBEDS) data to the CDE through CSIS. CBEDS is an annual data collection in October which collects the following data elements from California public schools (K-12): enrollment, graduates, dropouts, vocational education, alternative education, adult education, course enrollment, classified staff, certificated staff, teacher shortage and demand. 

In the spring, LEAs participating in CSIS also submit Language Census data to CDE through CSIS. The Language Census is an annual data collection in March which collects the following data elements: number of English Learner (EL) students (formerly known as limited-English-Proficient (LEP)) and Fluent English-proficient (FEP) students in California public schools (K-12) by grade and primary language other than English; number of EL students enrolled in specific instructional settings or services by type of setting or service; number of students redesignated from EL to FEP from the prior year; and the number of bilingual staff providing instructional services to EL students by primary language of instruction.

The data dictionary is a collection of descriptions of the items of information, or data elements, in a data model. The purpose of a data dictionary is to ensure that information to be exchanged between entities is commonly defined. The CSIS Data Dictionary is a listing of the data elements that will be transferred electronically through CSIS among local education agencies and to the CDE. The CSIS Data Dictionary provides for each data element such descriptive information as a common name, definition, codes describing options from which to select, field size and format, and whether it is used in state reporting or records transfer activities. Each LEA participating in CSIS must ensure that its local system contains each of the data elements contained in the CSIS Data Dictionary. The CSIS Data Dictionary is used by participating LEAs, CSIS, CDE staff and software companies that produce student information systems. 


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	Minimal CDE, LEA and vendor costs associated with disseminating data dictionary changes, modifying software and populating these data elements in local school information systems. 


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	Attachment 1: Summary of Data Dictionary Changes from Version 5.3 to 6.0 (14 Pages)

This attachment, the entire Data Dictionary 6.0 and the Code Tables 6.0 may be located at the following URL: http://www.csis.k12.ca.us/library/reporting-requirements
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