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	SUBJECT

Request by the Livermore Valley Charter School Petitioners to Approve a Petition to Become a Charter School under the Oversight of the State Board of Education
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing

	RECOMMENDATION

	The following item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate. The California Department of Education (CDE) findings and recommendations are included in Attachment 1.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	SBE Authority to Grant Charters: Pursuant to Education Code Section 47605(j), as of January 1, 1999, a charter school that has been denied approval by a local chartering authority may petition the State Board of Education (SBE) to approve the charter.  As of January 1, 2003, a charter school must be denied by both a local school district and county office of education before it may petition the SBE to approve the charter.

Previous Requests:  Since January 1999, the SBE has reviewed and approved nine charter petitions that have been denied at the local level.

Charter School
Date Approved  

Oakland Military Institute, Alameda County*
December 2000

Ridgecrest Charter School, Kern County
December 2000

Edison Charter Academy, San Francisco County
July 2001

New West Charter Middle School, Los Angeles County
December 2001 

Animo Inglewood Charter High School, Los Angeles County
December 2001

School of Arts and Enterprise, Los Angeles County
September 2002

Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP), Alameda County
February 2003

Academy of Culture and Technology, Los Angeles County**
November 2003

Leadership Public Schools – San Rafael, Marin County**
November 2003

*Subsequently renewed by the Oakland Unified School District

**Schedule to open Fall 2005

Oversight of Charter Schools by the SBE:  The SBE adopted regulations at its December 2001 meeting that defined a process for the review of charter petitions that have been denied locally.  The charter schools also operate under an oversight agreement with the SBE.

At its October 2001 meeting, the SBE also established an Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) and charged it with a number of responsibilities, including advising the SBE on charter petitions that have been denied at the local level.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The Livermore Valley Charter School petition proposes to establish a K-8 school that would eventually serve approximately 720 students.  The petition was denied by the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District on May 19, 2004, and by the Alameda County Office of Education on July 14, 2004. The appeal was submitted to the SBE on August 12, 2004.

The ACCS reviewed this petition at its October 4, 2004 meeting and voted 6–1 to recommend approval of the petition to the SBE.  The ACCS recommended adoption of all CDE staff recommendations contained in Attachment 1(Charter School Appeal Findings), with the following revision to the recommendation on the limit to preferential admissions for founding families:  the 80 founding families who performed 150 hours of documented volunteer service by June 30, 2004, toward the establishment of the school will be given admissions preference for the 2005-06 school year only.  The CDE staff recommendation was to limit preferential admissions to 10 percent of founding families and paid staff at the school.  The ACCS recommends that no admissions preference be given to paid staff at the school or to those students on a prior year waiting list.  CDE staff believes this is an acceptable compromise.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	If the petition is approved, it will result in an increased workload for California Department of Education (CDE) and SBE staff to oversee the school.  There are currently two CDE staff assigned to oversee nine schools as well as provide many of the business functions that would ordinarily be performed by a district (such as certifying attendance reporting, reviewing fiscal reports, budgets and audits).  These costs would be partially offset by the 1% oversight fee that may be charged by charter authorizing entities.

	ATTACHMENTS

	Attachment 1:
State Board of Education Charter School Appeal Findings (16 pages)

Attachment 2:
Livermore Board of Education’s Action of Denial and Written Findings 

(5 pages)

Attachment 3:
Statement of Decision and Finding of Facts (4 pages)

Attachment 4:
Livermore Valley Charter School Charter Petition (90 pages)

Attachment 5:
Draft Policy (7 pages)

Attachment 6:
Multi-year Strategic Fiscal Plan Update 8/10/04 (3 pages)

Attachment 7:
Livermore Valley Charter School Charter Petition (Model application 
format) (70 pages)

Attachment 8:
Committee Members and Volunteers (12 pages)

Attachment 9:
Multi Year Strategic Fiscal Plan (79 pages)

Attachment 10:
Impact Statement (4 pages)
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