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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2004 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Renewal request by Fresno Unified School District (FUSD) to waive Education Code (EC) Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement, to allow full day kindergartens at four of the district’s sixty-one elementary schools, Burroughs, Greenberg, King and Winchell Schools.

Waiver Number: 5-7-2004
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

For the period of August 7, 2004 to January 1, 2005.  After January 1, 2005, the waiver is no longer needed. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education has approved similar waivers in the past.  

However, Assembly Bill (AB) 2407 (Chapter 946, Statutes of 2004) becomes effective on January 1, 2005.  This bill adds language to EC Section 37202, “allowing school districts implementing an early primary program…may maintain kindergarten classes at different school sites within the district for different lengths of time during the school day.”  School boards that adopt EC sections 8970-8974 to implement an Early Primary Program will not be required to request this waiver after the beginning of 2005.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


FUSD is requesting a renewal of their previous waiver to extend the kindergarten day in four of their sixty-one elementary schools:  Burroughs, Greenberg, and Winchell, plus one new school site, King Elementary.  The original waiver was for three schools, Burroughs, Greenberg and Winchell.  The district has submitted their evaluation of the full day kindergartens from Burroughs, Greenberg and Winchell as required by their previous waiver request, number 33-4-2003-W-1.  The evaluation results for those schools are attached.  

Overall, the results are positive indications of the success of the full day kindergarten programs at the three schools mentioned above.  And there is no reason to believe that King Elementary School will not enjoy similar success with a full day kindergarten.  The parent surveys are favorable with comments such as, “my child looks forward to attending kindergarten each day,“ and “I am satisfied with the kindergarten program.”  The district included a chart with the parent responses and the percentage distribution by count to the survey questions (see attached).  Eighty percent of the parents stated that they were satisfied with the full day kindergarten program.  The chart demonstrates most of the responses were on the positive side indicating support of the program.  

The district submitted growth results for Burroughs and Winchell schools.  They did not have enough data to submit for Greenberg because they started the program later in the year there.  The data for Burroughs and Winchell, however, shows that there was a slight increase in the performance of pupils in both English language arts and mathematics in the second grade that participated in the full day kindergarten against pupils who only attended a half-day kindergarten.  

The Fresno Teachers Association overwhelming supports this waiver request.  All of the school site councils met in the spring of school year 2003-2004 and were given the details of this waiver request.  No objections have been raised through either group.  

Therefore, the department recommends approval of the waiver renewal request of four schools:  Burroughs, Greenberg, King and Winchell Elementary Schools from the period of August 7, 2004 to January 1, 2005.  After January 1, 2005, EC Section 37202 will be amended so that districts will not have to re-apply for future waivers because this district’s local board adopted EC Sections 8970-8974 on February 23, 2003. 

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: August 7, 2004 to January 1, 2005 – period of request was modified and district notified of the statute change.

Local board approval date(s): July 14, 2004   Public hearing held on date(s): July 14, 2004

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): April 14, 2004    
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Sherry Wood

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose  

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School site councils were notified and the four schools affected have written the extended day kindergarten into their school plans for the 2004-2005 school year.   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: During the 2004-2005 school year.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The school district will absorb any incurred costs.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   
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