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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2004 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) to waive Education Code (EC) Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement, to allow a full day kindergarten program at Lillian Street School, one out of 440 schools (in addition to the 205 elementary schools with an approved equity length of time waiver).

Waiver Number: 11-9-2004
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

From November 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005.   After January 1, 2005 the waiver is no longer needed.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waivers in the past.

However, Assembly Bill (AB) 2407 (Chapter 946, Statutes of 2004) becomes effective on January 1, 2005.  This bill adds language to EC Section 37202, “allowing school districts implementing an early primary program… may maintain kindergarten classes at different school sites within the district for different lengths of time during the school day.”  School boards that adopt EC Sections 8970-8974 to implement an Early Primary Program will not be required to request this waiver after the beginning of 2005.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


LAUSD wants to add another school site to their extended day kindergarten program.  They had a waiver request, Number 153-3-2004-W-23, approved at the SBE meeting on May 13, 2004, for 205 schools to implement full day kindergartens within the district.  At the time of that waiver, Lillian Street School did not have to room to begin a full day kindergarten but now they have the available classroom space.  The district already adopted the Early Primary Program, and all of the school site councils were informed about the first waiver.  The district met all of the requirements of the recent waiver.  District staff has directed their local superintendents to inform all principals about the Lillian Street School waiver prior to October 12, 2004.  The bargaining unit is supporting this waiver request also as long as there is space available for it and that the teachers support the program.  No opposition has been raised to this waiver request.  

Lillian Street School will increase the kindergarten instructional minutes from 200 to 320.  Students will receive an extra 120 instructional minutes a day that is developmentally appropriate but geared toward eliminating the achievement gap at this school.  Currently, Lillian Street is classified as a rank one API school.  Teachers are currently participating in training in the core content areas in order that students will receive the full benefit of an extended day program.  LAUSD will also monitor the achievement at Lillian Street School using the following assessments:  Reading Lions Center Open Court, CELDT (all English Learner students), Kindergarten checklist and Assessment portfolios.

Since the district has met all of the requirements for piloting a full day kindergarten program, the department recommends approval for the period of November 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005.  The district will not have to request a renewal of this waiver once AB 2407 goes into effect because the district had adopted EC Sections 8970-8974 on March 23, 2004.  

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: November 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005 – period of request was modified and the district has been notified of the statute change.

Local board approval date(s): October 12, 2004  

Public hearing held on date(s): October 12, 2004

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): September 20, 2004  

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Mike Dreebin, UTLA, Elementary Vice President

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):  As long as the teachers support the program and there is adequate space at the school, the union supports this waiver.  Teacher signatures in support are on file and classroom space is now available.  

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Posted on LAUSD’s web site and distributed to media via Communications Office
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Superintendents have directed school principals to present this waiver to their school site councils before October 12, 2004.  They were recently consulted for the waiver request that was approved on May 13, 2004 for the 205 schools implementing extended day kindergartens.

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Before October 12, 2004

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The district will absorb any incurred costs.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   
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