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January 11, 2005

Dear Even Start Projects Administrators:

Provisions for Participation in the California Even Start Program by Private School Students, Teachers, and Other Educational Personnel

The purpose of this letter is to clarify the requirements for equitable participation and consultation with appropriate private non-profit school officials in the William F.Goodling Even Start Family Literacy Projects (Even Start). The requirements of equitable participation and consultation apply to all local Even Start projects that receive funding under Title I, Part B, Subpart 3 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. They apply to local Even Start programs regardless of whether the fiscal agent is a local education agency (LEA), a non-profit or community based organization, or other partner in the eligible entity partnership.
Background

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, Title I, Part B, Subpart 3, allows for the provision of educational services and programs to private school children, teachers, and other education personnel, including those in religiously affiliated schools. Benefits and “services funded under NCLB are designed to be of direct assistance to students and teachers and not to private schools” (U.S. Department of Education [USDE], NCLB Summary, p.1). 

The equitable participation provisions in Title IX of NCLB (Uniform Provisions) that apply to Even Start under NCLB, are found in sections 9501-9504. These provisions require recipients of Federal funds to provide eligible school-age children who are enrolled in private and religiously affiliated elementary and secondary schools, and their teachers or other educational personnel, educational services and benefits under those programs on an equitable basis.

Consultation and Participation 

Consultation between public and private school officials must occur before any decision is made that could affect the participation of the private school families (that is, as the project is being planned and designed and before the application is written and submitted to the subgrant competition) and should continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities. Failure to engage appropriate private school officials in a timely and meaningful consultation may result in the denial or revocation of funding. 

Consultation generally must include discussions on such issues as:  how the private school families’ needs will be identified; what services will be offered; how and where the services will be offered and provided; who will provide services; how the services will be assessed and how the results of assessments will be used to improve those services; the amount of funds available for services; the size and scope of services to be provided; and how and when the LEA/agency will make decisions about the delivery of services.

Even Start projects must consult with private school officials to determine how to ensure that eligible, most-in-need, families with children enrolled in private schools are given the same opportunity to participate in the Even Start project as their public school counterparts. Specifically, the eligible entity must consult with private school officials to determine how to provide equitable Even Start services to eligible families that have children enrolled in private elementary schools or parents enrolled in private secondary schools.

Eligible entities must provide the equitable services after timely and meaningful consultation with the appropriate private school officials. The services must be provided by the eligible entity or through a contractor that is independent of any private school or religious organization.  Services to private non-profit schools are not required to be the same program offered by public schools.

Services must be comparable to the services for their public school counterparts in terms of quality, scope, and opportunity for participation. In addition, total program expenditures for services and benefits for participating elementary and secondary private school students must be equal on a per pupil basis (taking into account the relative numbers of those private and public school students participating in the Even Start program and their needs) to the expenditures for participating elementary and secondary public school students.

Summary

All participating Even Start projects are therefore directed to ensure that consultation has taken place with private non-profit and religiously affiliated schools within their respective service areas. All public schools that are partners in an eligible entity that receives an Even Start subgrant under Title I, Part B, Subpart 3 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act must comply with this requirement. Your project should check with your district administration to find out how consultation and participation with private non-profit and religiously affiliated schools is arranged. If you have not included these schools in your activities, you need to do so as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Sue Stickel, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum and Instruction Branch 
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