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2005 CST and CAPA Test Design

Current CST Design. The tests annually include 37 multiple-choice tests and four writing assessments (two each for grades 4 and 7). The composition of the tests administered in 2005 is listed below.

2005 CST Administration

	ELA

	Grade/Course
	Standards Assessed
	Number of questions

	Grades 2, 3
	Grade-level standards
	65 operational multiple-choice items

	Grades 4 - 11
	Grade-level standards
	75 operational multiple-choice items

	Grades 4 and 7
	Grade-level writing standards
	Writing test (2 writing tasks per grade)

	Mathematics

	Grade/Course
	Standards Assessed
	Number of questions

	Grades 2 - 7

General Mathematics

Algebra I*

Algebra II

Geometry

Summative High   
     School 
     Mathematics

Integrated Mathematics 1,2,3

  
	Grade-level standards

Grade 6 and 7 standards

Course standards

Selected standards from algebra II, geometry, and probability and statistics

Selected standards from algebra I, algebra II, and geometry 
	65 operational multiple-choice items


*  Beginning with the 2007 administration, students may take the CST in Algebra I 
 when they complete the course.  

	Science

	Grade/Course
	Standards Assessed
	Number of questions

	Grade 5 

Grade 8 NCLB

Grade 10 Life Science

NCLB

Biology

Chemistry

Earth Science

Physics

Integrated/Coordinated Science 1, 2, 3, 4
	Grade 4 and 5 standards

Grade 8 standards

Selected middle school life science standards and selected high school biology standards 

Course standards

Selected standards from biology, chemistry, earth science, and physics
	60 operational multiple-choice items

	History-Social Science

	Grade/Course
	Standards Assessed
	Number of Questions

	Grade 8

Grade 10 **

Grade 11**


	Grade 6 through 8 standards

Modern world history standards (grade 10)

Modern U.S. history standards (grade 11)
	75 operational multiple-choice items


**   Beginning with the 2007 administration, students may take the World History CST when they complete the course. This test will be in a separate test booklet.  

Current CAPA Test Design.  CAPA has five levels covering grades 2 through 11. CAPA assesses ELA and mathematics for grades two through eleven. Science is tested in grades five, eight, and ten. See the table below for the CAPA levels and subjects assessed in 2004-05.

In 2005, the CAPA Examiner Manual contained administration directions and all five CAPA tests (Levels I – V). Six versions of the CAPA Examiners Manual were distributed throughout the state. Each of the five CAPA levels included eight (8) operational tasks each for ELA and mathematics, plus two (2) field test tasks in each subject area. CAPA levels I, III, IV, and V included ten science field test tasks. 
2005 CAPA Administration

	CAPA Level
	Grade
	Operational Subjects
	Field Test

Subjects

	I
	2-11*
	ELA, mathematics
	ELA and mathematics; Science (grades 5, 8, and 
                10 only)

	II
	2-3
	ELA, mathematics
	ELA and mathematics

	III
	4-5
	ELA, mathematics
	ELA and mathematics; Science (grade 5 only)

	IV
	6-8
	ELA, mathematics
	ELA and mathematics; Science (grade 8 only)

	V
	9-11
	ELA, mathematics
	ELA and mathematics; Science (grade 10 only)


*  Students between the ages of seven and sixteen with developmental levels between  
    birth and 24 months are eligible to take Level I. 

 CAPA – ELA Operational Blueprints*

	Strand
	Standard
	Level I 
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Reading/Word Analysis


	Recognize and name all uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
	
	(
	(
	
	

	
	Match all consonant and short-vowel sounds to appropriate letters.
	
	(
	(
	(
	

	Sight Word Reading


	Understand that printed materials provide information.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Classify grade-appropriate categories of words (e.g., concrete collections of animals, foods, toys.)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Read simple one-syllable and high-frequency words (i.e., sight words).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Match oral words to printed words.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Recognize common abbreviations (e.g., Jan, Sun, Mr., St.)
	
	
	
	(
	(

	Reading Comprehension


	Follow one-step written instructions.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Follow two-step written instructions.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Ask and answer questions about essential elements of a text.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of each event on future events.
	
	
	
	(
	(

	
	Identify the structural features of popular media (e.g., newspapers, magazines, online information) and use the features to obtain information.
	
	
	
	(
	(

	
	Locate information by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents.
	
	
	
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education 

 CAPA – ELA Operational Blueprints*

	Strand
	Standard
	Level I 
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Writing/Writing Strategies


	Write by moving from left to right and from top to bottom.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Print legibly and space letters, words, and sentences appropriately.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Demonstrate basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with computer terminology (e.g., cursor, software, memory, disk drive, hard drive).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Listening


	Understand and follow one- and two-step oral directions.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Listen attentively.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Speaking Applications


	Share information and ideas, speaking audibly in complete, coherent sentences.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Describe people, places, things, (e.g., size, color, shape), locations and actions
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Stay on topic when speaking.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Ask questions for clarification and understanding.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Recount experiences in a logical sequence.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Apply appropriate interview techniques.
	
	
	
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education.
CAPA – Mathematics Operational Blueprint*

	Strand
	Standard
	Level I 
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Number Sense
	Count, recognize, represent, name, and order a number of objects (up to 30).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Identify one more than, one less than, 10 more than, and 10 less than a given number.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Use concrete objects to determine the answers to addition and subtraction problems (for two numbers that are each less than 10).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Compare two or more sets of objects (up to ten objects in each group) and identify which set is equal to, more than, or less than the other.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Count, read, and write whole numbers to 100.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Counting and Money
	Identify and know the values of coins and show different combinations of coins that equal the same value.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Solve problems using combinations of coins and bills.
	
	
	
	(
	(

	
	Know and use the decimal notation and the dollar and cent symbols for money.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Algebra and Functions
	Identify, sort and classify objects by attribute and identify objects that do not belong to a particular group.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Understand the meaning of the symbols
[image: image1.wmf],,

+-=


	
	
	(
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education.

CAPA – Mathematics Operational Blueprint*

	Strand
	Standard
	Level I 
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Measurement and Geometry
	Demonstrate an understanding of concepts of time (e.g., morning, afternoon, evening, today, yesterday, tomorrow, week, year) and the tools that measure time (e.g., clock, calendar).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Identify the time (to the nearest hour) of everyday events (e.g., lunch time is 12 o’clock; bedtime is 8 o’clock at night).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Tell time to the nearest half hour and relate time to events (e.g., before/after, shorter/longer).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Name the days of the week.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Identify and describe common geometric objects (e.g., circle, triangle, square, rectangle, cube, sphere, cone).
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Compare the length, weight, and volume of two or more objects by using direct comparison or a nonstandard unit.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Statistics, Data Analysis and Probability
	Identify, describe, and extend simple patterns (such as circles or triangles) by referring to their shapes, sizes, or colors.
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Determine the approach, material, and strategies to be used.
	
	
	
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education.
 CAPA – Science Operational Blueprint*

	Strand
	Standard
	Level I
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Investigation and Experimentation


	Compare and sort common objects by one physical attribute (e.g., color, shape, texture, size, weight).
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Observe common objects by using the five senses.
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Communicate observations orally and through drawings.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Describe the relative position of objects by using one reference (e.g., put on, in, above or below)
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Compare and sort common objects according to two or more physical attributes (e.g., color, shape, texture, size, weight).
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Describe the properties of common objects.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Physical Science


	Students know objects fall to the ground unless something holds them up.
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know the way to change how something is moving by giving it a push or a pull. The size of the change is related to the strength or the amount of force of the push or pull.
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know objects can described in terms of the materials they are made of (e.g., clay, cloth, paper) and their physical properties (e.g., color, size, shape, weight, texture, flexibility, attraction to magnets, floating, sinking).
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know water can be a liquid or a solid and can be made to change back and forth from one form to the other.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know the properties of substances can change when the substances are mixed, cooled or heated.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know the position of an object can be described by locating it in relation to another object or to the background.
	
	
	(
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education.

CAPA – Science Operational Blueprint*
	Strand
	Standard
	Level I
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV
	Level V

	Life Science


	Students know both plants and animals need water, animals need food and plants need light. 
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know how to identify major structures of common plants and animals (e.g., stems, leaves, roots, arms, wings, legs).
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know how to observe and describe similarities and differences in the appearance and behavior of plants and animals (e.g., seed-bearing plants, birds, fish, insects).
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know that organisms reproduce offspring of their own kind and that the offspring resemble their parents and one another.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know there is variation among individuals of one kind within a population.
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Earth Science


	Students know changes in weather occur from day to day and across seasons, affecting Earth and its inhabitants.
	(
	
	(
	(
	(

	
	Students know that the weather changes from day to day but that trends in temperature or of rain (or snow) tend to be predictable during a season.
	
	
	(
	(
	(


*Not approved by the State Board of Education.
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