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	TO:
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	RE:
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	SUBJECT:
	Highly Qualified Special Education Teacher Regulations: Approve Commencement of Rulemaking Process to make revisions due to the recent passage of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) in December 2004.


	The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the commencement of the rulemaking process for the revisions to the Highly Qualified Special Education Teacher Requirements that adds paragraph (b) in Section 6111 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations.

The recent passage of IDEIA aligns the teacher requirements for special education teachers with the teacher requirements under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act while creating new flexibility for how some special education teachers demonstrate subject matter competence. To utilize this flexibility, one section of existing state regulations needs a minimal change due to a provision of IDEIA 

(20 USC 1401[10][D][iii]). 

The Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement, Attachment 1, was not available at the time of the submission of this May Agenda Item. The analysis determined that the activities specified in the proposed regulations are necessary in order to implement the federal mandates of Public Law 107-110 (NCLB) Act and Public Law 108-446 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, as Amended in 2004) and are not a reimbursable state mandate.
Attachment 1: Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement (4 Pages)
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