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	SUBJECT:
	California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): including, but not limited to, CAHSEE Program Update on Test Administrations and the Senate Bill (SB) 964 Report


	At the March 2005 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) was provided with an overview of the preliminary results for the grade eleven students in the Class of 2006 who took the CAHSEE in September or November 2004. These students had not passed one or both parts of the examination as tenth graders in February, March, or May 2004.

In February 2005, 150,465 students were administered the English-language arts (ELA) portion and 149,643 students were administered the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE. Approximately 136,000 of these were grade ten students (Class of 2007) testing for the first time. The preliminary results for the February 2005 administration show that these first time test takers in the Class of 2007 are passing each portion of the CAHSEE at about the same rate as did the class of 2006 in February 2004: 75 percent passed ELA compared to 74 percent in February 2004, and 71 percent passed mathematics compared to 72 percent last February. In addition, the CAHSEE was administered to approximately 14,000 adult students and grade 11 students taking the exam again because they had not previously passed. Grade 11 and adult students were able to take the CAHSEE up to two times this year if they had not yet passed one or both parts.

The balance of grade ten students were tested in March 2005 in school districts that chose that census administration rather than the February census. Grade ten students who were absent in February or March may be tested May 10-11. In March 2005, nearly 360,000 grades ten and eleven and adult students attempted the CAHSEE. The March results will not be available until late May.

Aggregate state results by subgroups are not reported after each test administration because districts are provided the opportunity to correct demographic data throughout the school year to ensure that the annual results posted on the California Department of Education (CDE) Web site are accurate. Therefore, the annual results reporting for the five test administrations in 2004-05 will occur in mid-August. The annual results will present the passing rates by grade level and for each of the subgroups. The SBE will receive a full report on the 2004-05 results at its meeting in September.

HumRRO, the independent evaluation contractor, will provide the combined results for the Class of 2006 as well as results for the Class of 2007 in its annual report due to CDE on September 30, 2005.
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