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	State of California
	Department of Education

	last minute MEMORANDUM


	Date:
	May 11, 2005


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Judy Pinegar, Administrator

Waiver Office


	RE:
	Item No. W-8


	SUBJECT:
	Request by various Local Educational Agencies to waive Education Code (EC) Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating in the 2004-05 year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation for one special education student based on EC 56101, the special education waiver authority.


	This item was put in as a “placeholder” so that local educational agencies (LEAs) requesting a waiver of the requirement to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) for qualified students with disabilities could be added at the last minute.  


The additional districts and the number of students with disabilities requesting waivers are as follows:

	Waiver

Number
	LEA Requesting the Waiver


	Number of students 

	57-3-2005
	San Juan Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) for Options for Youth Charter Schools, Carmichael Center
	One (1) student

	56-3-2205
	San Juan SELPA for Options for Youth Charter Schools, Arden Center
	One (1) student

	3-5-2005
	Sacramento City Unified School District


	Six (6) students

	59-3-2005
	Yosemite Joint Union High School District


	Ten (10) students


These student’s transcripts, Individual Educational Plans, use of standardized tests, and other documents have all been reviewed was reviewed by a Special Education Consultant in full confidentiality. Additional information was gathered from the district by telephone or fax as needed to make a determination. The district has provided facts indicating that failure to approve the request would hinder implementation of the student’s IEP or compliance by the district for a free, appropriate education for students with disabilities.

The California Department of Education recommends approval of the waiver with the following conditions for the above listed eighteen (18) students with disabilities from four LEA’s:

That this waiver removes only the requirement that these students successfully complete a course in Algebra I (or its equivalent) for the 2004-05 graduating year. These students must meet other course requirements stipulated by the governing board of the school district of enrollment and by EC 51225.3 in order to receive a high school diploma. In the event a student does not graduate in 2004-05, this waiver does not relieve the student of their responsibility to attempt to successfully complete a course in Algebra I (or its equivalent) in 2005-06 as required by 51224.5(b).
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