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	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

JACK O’CONNELL, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RUTH E. GREEN, President

	(916) 319-0800
	1430 N Street   Sacramento, CA 95814
	(916) 319-0827


December 14, 2004

Raymond J. Simon, Assistant Secretary

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

United States Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Dear Ray:

I am writing to follow up on our conference call last week with Celia Sims and 

Doug Mesecar of the United States Department of Education (ED), and on discussions with you earlier this year with regard to California's timeline waiver under the Improving America's Schools Act (IASA). More specifically, the purpose of this letter is to provide a final piece of information requested by Ms. Sims regarding the plans of California to ensure the alignment of our state standards and assessment for high school accountability in order to receive final approval from the ED that California has met all conditions of its IASA timeline waiver.

At this point, it is our understanding (based on discussions with the ED several months ago and again last week) that the ED believes that California has met all requirements of its IASA timeline waiver with the exception of one final piece of information that the ED has requested: the ED would like a letter confirming California's plans to ensure the alignment of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) with state standards in reading and math. We continue to stress that the CAHSEE was not being implemented for purposes of school accountability during the time of our initial IASA peer review and timeline waiver. More specifically, the CAHSEE was not the ED for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations under IASA. However we recognize that we will have to provide information on this alignment for purposes of the ED peer review that is forthcoming under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.
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With all this in mind, let me take this opportunity to assure you and the ED that California will take steps prior to the ED's NCLB peer review to conduct a thorough analysis of the alignment of the CAHSEE to state standards in reading and math. If that analysis indicates that further action is necessary, California will take appropriate action, utilizing available federal resources, to ensure that the CAHSEE is aligned with state standards. We are submitting this letter as the final piece of information requested by ED under California's IASA timeline waiver and are eager to receive final, written confirmation from you that all conditions of the IASA timeline waiver have now been met.

Thank you again for your time and assistance in resolving this matter. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at (916) 319-0800.

Sincerely,
	
	

	GAVIN PAYNE
Chief Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction

California Department of Education
	KAREN STEENTOFTE

Acting Director/Chief Counsel

State Board of Education


GP/KS:cc

cc:
Celia Sims, United States Department of Education


Doug Mesecar, United States Department of Education


Scott Palmer, Holland & Knight









