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	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, Title III Accountability Update, Including Release of the 2003-04 Title III Accountability Reports 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	This item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	In July 2003, SBE established two annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAOs) relating to English language proficiency on the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) and established targets for 2003-04 to 2013-14. See the attached sample Title III Accountability Report and news release for a description of the AMAOs.  

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The 2003-04 Title III Accountability Reports were released on December 6, 2004.  The Title III Accountability Reports are prepared for all local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving Title III funding. The Title III Accountability Reports include information on whether LEAs met the two English language proficiency AMAOs established by the SBE. The reports also contain information on the third AMAO which is based on academic achievement of English learners as measured by Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) at the LEA level.  Existing state targets for AYP are used for AMAO 3. AMAO 3 was defined in written guidance from the U.S. Department of Education in October 2004.  

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The 2003-04 Title III Accountability Reports are posted on the CDE Web site.  There is no cost to disseminate the report. 

	ATTACHMENT (S)

	Attachment 1:  California Department of Education News Release 

                        O’Connell Releases First Title III Accountability Reports (2 pages). 

Attachment 2:  Sample Title III Accountability Report (2 pages) 
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O’CONNELL RELEASES FIRST TITLE III ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS


SACRAMENTO – State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell today released the first annual results of the Title III Accountability Reports for the school year 2003-04 that show a majority of California education agencies are meeting their targets to teach the English language to English learners.


This is the first time California has set state targets for CELDT.  The reports are a requirement of a new provision within Title III of the federal No Child Left Behind law that provides supplemental funding for local educational agencies to implement programs to help English learners and immigrant students learn English and meet the state’s academic standards. 


“I am very pleased with the initial results that show English learners are making progress in learning the language and in meeting state targets in English-language arts and mathematics,” said O’Connell. “This continues to show our efforts to increase high expectations of students and accountability of schools are resulting in improving student achievement.”

In California, the new accountability provisions affect 1.6 million English learners within 839 local education agencies that receive Title III funds, including school districts, county offices of education, and direct-funded charter schools. In the 2003-04 school year, the state and local education agencies have collectively received $140.3 million in Title III funds.


The reports gauge three annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAOs) for local education agencies that receive Title III funds.  Federal law does not require reporting on the school level:

 

1.    The first AMAO measures the percentage of students making annual progress in learning English as assessed through the California English Language Development Test (CELDT).  Eighty-seven percent of the Title III local education agencies met this target. 

2.    The second AMAO measures the percentage of students reaching English proficiency as assessed through CELDT.  Eighty-five percent of the Title III local education agencies met this target. 

3.    The third AMAO measures the percentage of students meeting Adequate Yearly Progress requirements for the English learner subgroup in English-language arts and mathematics, as assessed through three state tests.  Those tests include the California Standards Test, California Alternate Performance Assessment, and the California High School Exit Examination.  Eighty-three percent of the Title III local education agencies met this target.

 


Overall, 81 percent of the Title III local education agencies met both the first and second AMAOs.  However, 19 percent failed to do so, meaning they need to examine and improve their programs to teach English learners the language.  Also, 71 percent of Title III local education agencies met all three AMAOs.  However, 29 percent failed to meet one or more of them, meaning they must determine if their English learners need assistance in the subject areas or in learning English, and work to provide the necessary improvements in programs for English learners. 


The Title III Accountability Reports will provide a consistent way for school districts across the state to examine their CELDT results and determine if they need to make improvements.  The Title III accountability system provides yearly targets for English learners and holds local education agencies accountable for teaching students and measuring their progress in learning the English-language skills they need to succeed in the subject areas. For more information on the Title III Accountability Reports, please visit www.cde.ca.gov/23878.
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