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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

JANUARY 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Annual Report of Waiver Activity 2003
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The following item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	The waiver report is submitted to the SBE annually. At the November 2004 meeting, SBE members expressed an interest in possibly pursing legislation to reduce the number of waivers submitted to the SBE for consideration.  Please note under Summary of Key Issues that waivers in three areas will no longer be necessary.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Education Code (EC) Section 33053 requires that “the State Department of Education shall annually submit a report to the Governor, Legislature, State Board of Education, and make the report available to the superintendent and board president of each school district and county of education.”

This report provides a review of the major waiver activities in 2003. There are three types of waivers identified that have been or will be phased out due to legislative changes. These include the Golden State Seal Merit Diploma waivers, the Equity Length of Time Waivers (for kindergarten students), and the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) waivers of test passage for students with disabilities.




The State Meal Mandate Waivers for Summer School Sessions has been the largest category of waivers received for the last several years. The Department has worked on strengthening the criteria for approval. As a result, 139 waivers were received in 2004, compared to 172 in 2003 and 233 in 2002. Approvals have also gone down from 202 in 2002 to 123 in 2003 and 105 in 2004. Department staff has discussed possible legislative changes to the waiver authority, or even elimination of the waiver. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	There are minor costs associated with printing and distributing this report.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	Attachment 1:  California Department of Education Annual Report of Waiver Activity                                2003 (9 pages)

Attachment 2:  Summary of Actions Taken on Waivers by the State Board of Education

                         2003 (5 pages)
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