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	SUBJECT

Wiseburn Unified School District Reorganization and compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing

	RECOMMENDATION

	CDE staff recommends that the State Board of Education rescind its September 9, 2004 decisions adopting the Negative Declaration and approving the proposed Wiseburn Unified School District Reorganization, and direct staff to place these items on the next feasible agenda for further action.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	At its September 9, 2004 board meeting the SBE adopted the Negative Declaration as presented by CDE staff finding that there was no substantial environmental impact as a result of the proposed reorganization. In addition, SBE approved the proposed Wiseburn USD Reorganization.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The SBE is the lead agency under CEQA with regard to district reorganizations. Thus, prior to taking any action on a proposed reorganization, SBE must undertake a review of the potential environmental effects of the proposed reorganization. With regard to the Wiseburn USD Reorganization, CDE staff completed an Initial Study and a Proposed Negative Declaration, and provided notice of the pending decision by posting a notice in a paper of general circulation in the affected area. At the time of the meeting, the only objection presented either in writing or at the public meeting was by the attorney for Centinela Valley Union High School District, who stated that he did not believe that the Initial Study had considered the cumulative effects of the project. 

After the Board action, an issue was raised about the sufficiency of the public notice leading up to the SBE decision. CEQA is a statutory scheme that contemplates public participation; thus, if there is any possibility that the public was not sufficiently informed of the proposed action, in spite of the notice in the newspaper, then it is important to provide another opportunity for such public comment and input. 

Rescinding the prior decision to adopt the Negative Declaration is necessary in order to take further action at the next feasible meeting. Since the decision to approve the proposed reorganization was predicated upon the decision to adopt the Negative Declaration, it must also be rescinded.
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	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The California Department of Education reviewed the proposed action and determined that any possible costs would be associated with staff time to complete any additional CEQA documents, analysis and new board items, and would be absorbed by the CDE.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None
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