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	SUBJECT

School Accountability Report Cards: Proposed Changes Pursuant to Senate Bill 550 (Implementation of Settlement Agreement in Williams, et al. v State of California, et al.).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	Discuss issue related to revising the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) Template raised in the December 13, 2004, letter from Morrison and Foerster and take action where appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	At its November 2004 meeting, the State Board approved changes in the SARC template and definitions to implement Senate Bill (SB) 550.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Lawyers for the plaintiff’s in the Williams lawsuit, Morrison and Foerster submitted a letter dated December 13, 2004, in which they contend that the November 9, 2004, Board approved revisions to the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) Template “fail to comply with the terms and intent of Senate Bill 550.”  The letter raises three areas in which they believe the SARC Template fails to comply with the law.  Those areas are: (1) Not requiring current school-year information on supply of textbooks, facilities and teacher misassignments and vacancies; (2) Not requiring the reporting of textbook/instructional materials availability by subject area; and (3) Not providing good examples of acceptable and unacceptable summary statements of school facilities conditions.

The purpose of the SARC is to provide consistent data between all schools so that parents can compare information about schools when deciding in which school to enroll their student.  This consistency can only be provided if all schools report the data from the same point in time.  Existing law requires that SARC’s be updated annually, but does not specify a deadline for completing the update.  The California Department of Education has encouraged districts to complete the updating early in the year in order to provide consistent information to parents in a timely fashion.

SB 550 was signed into law on September 29, 2004, and took effect immediately.  That legislation, part of the Williams settlement package, requires additional information be made available on the SARC.  Many of the integral parts of SB 550 and other legislation in the Williams settlement package are not required to be implemented until the 2005-06 school year or later.  Because many of the data collection points for the new information to be included in the SARC will not be done in a consistent timeframe or format until 2005-06 or beyond, issues have arisen as to what should be contained on the 2004-05 SARC Template.  Proponents of including current school year data believe that parents need that data to make informed decisions about what school their student should attend.  Given the current inconsistency in data collection timeframes and methods, CDE has recommended that the revisions proposed in the December 13, 2004, letter be incorporated, where feasible and appropriate, in the 2005-06 SARC Template, which will be before the Board at its May meeting. 




	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	N/A


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	Attachment: Morrison and Foerster Letter (6 pages). This document is not available for Web viewing. A copy is available for viewing at the State Board of Education Office.

There will be a Last Minute Memorandum in response to the issues raised in the Morrison and Foerster Letter.
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