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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Environmental Effect of the Proposed Unification of the Yosemite Joint Union High School District and the Coarsegold Union School District in Madera County
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt a Negative Declaration (Attachment 1), which concludes that the proposed unification would not have any significant effects on the environment, and further direct The Board’s Executive Director to sign, on behalf of The Board, the statement adopting the Negative Declaration.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has not heard this issue previously.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The SBE is the lead agency for all aspects of school district unifications, including reviewing potential impacts on the environment in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA guidelines. The California Department of Education (CDE) has contracted with the Department of General Services to conduct the Initial Study (Attachment 2). The study describes the project and its potential impacts on the environment.

A copy of the Initial Study and Negative Declaration, concluding that the proposed unification would not have any significant effects on the environment, has been filed with the State Clearinghouse for state agency review. Also, the Madera County Clerk Recorder & Registrar of Voters’ Office and the Yosemite Joint Union High School District have posted a copy of the Initial Study and Negative Declaration for public review. Furthermore, a notice of the availability and intent to consider a Negative Declaration for the proposed unification, and the location and time of the public hearing, have been published in the local newspapers of general circulation. Any comments received by CDE will be forwarded to the SBE or presented verbally at the public hearing.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no fiscal effect from adopting the Proposed Negative Declaration.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:     Proposed Negative Declaration (2 Pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education Office)

Attachment 2:     Initial Study/Proposed Negative Declaration for the Unification of the Yosemite Joint Union High School District and the Coarsegold Union School District (50 Pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education Office)
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