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	SUBJECT

Reading First Program: Request of Authorization to Extend Funding of Reading First Local Educational Agencies (LEAs)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) request legislative authorization to extend all Reading First subgrants for a total of six years for all schools making sufficient progress.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the November 2002 meeting, the SBE approved the first round of Reading First grants for 13 districts. At the March 2003 meeting, the SBE approved the second round of Reading First grants for 60 districts. At the May 2004 meeting, the SBE approved the third round of Reading First grants. In the first, second, and third rounds, a total of 110 districts and 824 schools are participating. Reading First schools are serving students in 20,044 classrooms throughout California. Waivered classrooms constitute 1,735 of this total. At the January 2005 meeting the SBE approved submitting a request for legislative authorization to fund Reading First LEAs for a fourth year.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The California 2004-05 Budget Act (Chapter 208, Item 4) specifies that the SBE shall be required to seek legislative approval of any changes to the Reading First Program that exceed or modify program components authorized in Article 1 (commencing with Section 51700) of Chapter 5 Part 28 of the Education Code, including any extension of the grant period beyond three years.
Reading First serves over 265,996 students in kindergarten through grade three, and approximately 60 percent of them are English Learners. These students attend schools that are among the highest in the state for rates of poverty and among the lowest for levels of reading achievement. Assuring that all of these students are able to read at grade level by the end of third grade requires an intensive and sustained effort to improve reading instruction.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Reading First Partnership Committee is in the process of developing a recommendation for what constitutes “sufficient progress” and will complete that definition at its September 2005 meeting. This definition will be used to make recommendations to the SBE to discontinue funding to schools that have not made sufficient progress. Schools that can demonstrate sufficient progress in improving reading instruction for their students should be allowed to continue their efforts for the full six years.

The CDE will present the recommended definition of sufficient progress at the November SBE meeting.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


For 2005-06 California will receive $140 million to fund Reading First districts. In addition, we will have approximately $6 million carried forward from 2004-05. Funding the current districts for 2005-06 at their approved per classroom rates will cost approximately $139.7 million.
The CDE anticipates receiving approximately the same level of funding to continue supporting Reading First districts for the entire six years.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None
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