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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Request for Submission (RFS) for the California Standards Test (CST), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), New Alternate Test, Standards-Based Tests in Spanish (STS), and Norm-Referenced Test (NRT)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the STAR Program RFS for release and posting.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The current contract for the CSTs, CAPA, and NRT (the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey [CAT/6 Survey]), ends December 31, 2006. The new contract is expected to begin in January 2006 to allow for adequate transition time for the spring 2007 testing.

In May, SBE discussed key issues to be included in this RFS. CDE has worked with SBE staff and test liaisons to prepare the final RFS.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In May, SBE discussed key issues to be included in this RFS. CDE has worked with SBE staff and test liaisons to include these issues and to prepare the final RFS. The following issues were approved to include in the RFS:

· Ask the bidder to propose a method to fully illustrate the CST performance levels with the use of CST released test questions.

· Ask the bidder to propose workshops, documents, reports, or other methods to assist school districts to use the STAR data for education program analyses.

· Ask the bidder to propose a way to expedite the return of individual student results to school districts so that districts would receive these results within three to six weeks of completion of testing.

· Provide directions to the bidders that end-of-course tests and/or end-of-grade tests may be taken when the student completes the course and/or grade, not by a designated grade level. Request that the bidder propose an appropriate 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


· system for ordering, administering, and processing that would ensure the security of the tests.

· Include information about new work on assessments for students with disabilities to meet federal requirements including the realignment of the CAPA to be better linked to grade level standards as well as information on the new flexibility offered for the development of a new alternate assessment for up to two percent of students who are unable to demonstrate proficiency on the state’s academic contend standards and who research indicates would not respond well to interventions for helping them to improve their achievement.

· Require the bidder to report to the SBE periodically on the status of item development.

· Ask the bidder to propose a continued development of the Standards-based Test in Spanish that is equivalent in rigor to the CST/s.

· Ask the bidder to propose a plan to develop for each CST a mechanism for increasing the reliability of the cluster scores.

· Require the bidder to provide assistance to the CDE/SBE in developing a 
long-term assessment plan.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The funding for the STAR is an annual budget appropriation. The final budget for the contract is negotiated and approved by CDE, SBE, and the Department of Finance. The current year contract for the NRT, the CSTs, and the CAPA is approximately 

$54 million. The STS is expected to be funded at $3 million per year. A Budget Change Proposal (BCP) will be submitted to address the cost of the new alternate based on modified achievement standards.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


The RFS will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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