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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Amendment to the 2006 STAR Scope of Work for the Development of a New Alternate Test based on Modified Achievement Standards
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the amendment with any technical changes to be approved by SBE testing liaisons.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the special meeting of the SBE on May 31, 2005, action was taken to submit a letter to the United States Department of Education (ED) declaring California’s intent to request immediate flexibility for students with disabilities. This flexibility includes allowing states to develop assessments for up to 2 percent of students who are unable to demonstrate proficiency on the state’s academic standards and who research indicates would not respond well to interventions for helping them to improve their achievement. A letter of intent was required by June 1. Additional planning details were required by June 15.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Once California is approved for this flexibility, the current testing contractor, Educational Testing Service, will develop a Scope of Work for one year to begin the development of this new alternate test.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Scope of Work submitted will include the amount of funding needed. Currently, there are no funds to do this new work. However, the use of Title VI funding for this purpose is being discussed as part of the budget process.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


The proposed Scope of Work will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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