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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): Including, but not limited to, CAHSEE Program Update on Test Administrations, Independent Evaluation, and Study Guides
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In the May 2005 information item and last minute memorandum, the SBE received a brief CAHSEE program update, including that:

· Beginning with the Class of 2006, all students must pass the CAHSEE to receive a public high school diploma. Students take the CAHSEE for the first time in grade ten. Preliminary results from the February 2005 administration indicated that the performance of grade ten students (Class of 2007) was very similar to the performance of grade ten students (Class of 2006) during the February 2004 administration of the exam.

· The projected student testing volume for the May 2005 administration was significantly larger than the testing volume for the May 2004 administration.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Spring 2005 Administration Results:

The CAHSEE was administered three times in spring 2005: February, March, and May. Grade ten students were required to take the exam during one of these three administrations. Grade eleven and adult students, who can be given two opportunities to take the CAHSEE, had their first opportunity to take the exam in fall 2004 and their second opportunity in spring 2005. March individual student results were shipped to the school districts in late May and the March summary reports began arriving in districts in early June. May 2005 test results are currently being processed and preliminary results from the spring 2005 administrations of the CAHSEE will be provided in a last minute memorandum. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Fall Administration Workshops:

In August, Educational Testing Service (ETS), the contractor for the administration of the CAHSEE, will provide regional workshops to prepare district test coordinators for the fall 2005 CAHSEE administrations. The workshops will focus on administration logistics.

Independent Evaluator Alignment Study and Item Review:

The Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), the independent evaluator for the CAHSEE, is assessing the degree to which standards-based instruction is occurring in California high schools. This study will:

· document the availability and effectiveness of instruction in CAHSEE content;

· identify effective strategies, for all students or for targeted student populations, that could be more widely adopted; and

· develop recommendations for further improvements in instruction, particularly for groups of students who are more severely affected by the CAHSEE requirement.

HumRRO surveyed all California school districts with CAHSEE scores and at least one high school from every district (more than 400 schools were surveyed). In addition, HumRRO has conducted one-on-one interviews with many school and school district administrators, curriculum specialists, and instructors. HumRRO is soliciting extensive information about the materials used in standards-based coursework. Results from this study will be provided to CDE by September 30, 2005.
This month, as part of its ongoing independent evaluation, HumRRO convened a panel to review CAHSEE test items for alignment to the state’s academic content standards. HumRRO recruited California teachers to participate in these item review workshops. In addition, the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) reviewed an intact test form to assess its conformance to Universal Design principles. NCEO staff also assisted in the item review workshops.  

CAHSEE Study Guides:

The CDE will be reprinting the CAHSEE study guides “Preparing for the California High School Exit Examination” for the class of 2008. The study guides will be distributed in late summer to school districts and charter schools for distribution to all currently enrolled (2005-06 school year) grade ten students.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Spring 2005 Administration Results:

The information contained in this update on the test administrations is funded under a contract with CDE.
Fall Administration Workshops:

The information contained in this update on the fall administration workshops is funded under a contract with CDE.

Independent Evaluator Alignment Study and Item Review:

The information contained in this update on the independent evaluation is funded under a contract with CDE.

CAHSEE Study Guides:

The production and distribution of study guides is funded by Title VI.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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