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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Los Angeles Unified School District on behalf of Gardena Senior High School to waive Education Code (EC) Section 52055.55(a)(b), to allow for the extension of the requirement for a school having to make significant growth within 36 months after the assignment of a School Assistance and Intervention Team (SAIT) to be extended to 48 months before: (1) being allowed to exit the program; or (2) taking additional sanctions.

Waiver Number: 6-6-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Gardena Senior High School was deemed state-monitored by the SBE at the May 2005 meeting under the provisions of the Immediate Intervention/ Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP) because the school failed to make significant growth or meet its growth targets. Significant growth is defined as making at least one point growth on the schoolwide Academic Performance Index (API).

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Gardena Senior High School was identified for state-monitoring in May 2005 and is now requesting an extension of the requirement of a school to make significant growth for two consecutive years within 36 months after the assignment of a SAIT due to the lateness of the date of identification within the 2004-05 academic school year. Gardena Senior High School is requesting that the 36-month period be extended to 48 months before it is required to exit the program or face additional sanctions.

Gardena Senior High School’s waiver request is based on its late identification for state-monitoring status, which resulted from the need to resolve data issues for schools without APIs. Moreover, identification for SAIT assistance and funding late in the 2004-05 school year means that the school improvement efforts cannot fully begin until the start of the 2005-06 school year. As a result, Gardena Senior High School is requesting an additional 12 months prior to the judgment about exiting the program or facing additional sanctions.

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends approval of the waiver request to extend the timeframe of the SAIT process.  The district has already begun the SAIT contract process with Los Angeles County Office of Education, Ben Futura, lead contractor, however the 2004-05 school year is basically over.  This waiver does not change the provisions of EC Section 52055.5(b) that limit corrective action funding for state-monitored schools to either two or three years.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050 

Period of request: 1/1/04 to 6/30/08

Local board approval date(s): 6/28/05

Public hearing held on date(s): 6/28/05

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 4/25/05  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Mike Dreebin

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Gardena Senior High School Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 5/4/05

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If the waiver is approved, the school will not be eligible to receive any additional funding beyond two or three years depending upon whether the school exits state-monitoring in 2007 or 2008. The first year funding includes funding for SAIT work of $100,000 and corrective action funding of $493,200. Potentially, additional years of funding are calculated at about $493,200 per year.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Some forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office.
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