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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Centinela Valley Union High School District (CVUHSD) to waive Education Code (EC) Section 52084(a), the Ninth Grade Class Size Reduction Program (Morgan-Hart), to receive funding for a full-year, double-period of English 9/Essentials of English-Language Arts and a full-year, double-period of Algebra l/Essentials of Algebra l for targeted low-performing students for the 2005-06 school year (four courses total).

Waiver Number: 22-5-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Approval with the following conditions: the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district; the participating classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 pupils in any one class).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has discussed issues of Morgan-Hart Class Size Reduction previously. Waivers to increase the number of courses for the lowest-performing students have been approved by the SBE as long as the total funding to the district does not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district, and the district maintains the 20:1 ratio average in the participating classes, with no more the 22 pupils in any one class.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


CVUHSD is requesting a waiver to offer reduced class size in four courses in 2005-06, a full-year, double-period of English 9/Essentials of English-Language Arts and a full-year, double-period of Algebra l/Essentials of Algebra l for targeted low-performing students. These courses meet high school graduation requirements.  Intensive and Strategic will participate in periods which are blocked together, conducted by the same teacher. All interventions require at least 90 minutes of instruction daily, so that is the reason the district is extraordinarily challenged by trying to serve 75% in ELA and 79% in mathematics, which our pre- assessments indicate fall into intensive and strategic categories.   

EC Section 52084(a) states that the grade nine course or the two grade nine courses included in class size reduction must count toward completion of the high school graduation requirements established in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of EC Section 51225.3. If a single course is included, it must be English; if two courses are included, one of the two must be English. 

The instructional materials used in these grade nine classrooms are as follows:

Reading and English-Language Arts

· Intensive students: Scholastic's READ 180

· Strategic: McDougal Littell The Language of Literature and core novels with the implementation using the Studio Course secondary English-Language Arts intervention strategies, based on the Principles of Learning from the University of Pittsburgh's Institute for Learning (IFL) and the work of Judith Langer.  

Mathematics:

· McDougal-Littell Algebra 1 - Concepts and Skills using the Quad Implementation model and instructional strategies and practices from Learning 24/7's Mastery Mathematics. 

· Students will have additional standards based support materials using

the San Diego County Office of Education materials: 

Intensive = Getting Ready for Algebra 

Strategic = CAHSEE Prep

The California Department of Education recommends that this waiver be approved for the 2005-06 school year upon the condition that total funding to the district will not exceed two times the district’s grade nine enrollment, and the participating classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 pupils in any one class).
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July I, 2005, to June 30, 2006

Local board approval date(s): May 10, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): May 10, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 21, 2005, February 17, 2005, April 6, 2005, and April 21, 2005

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Centinela Valley Teachers Association, Bob Wyler and Sandra Goins.  
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) District Office
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Program Improvement District LEA Addendum Committee and CVUHSD Feeder Districts’ Articulation Committee
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:  

Date(s) consulted: January 25, 2005, and March 14, 2005, respectively

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Whether this waiver would have any fiscal impact is speculative. It depends upon what the district would do in the absence of the waiver. With the proposed condition limiting claims to two times the district’s grade nine enrollment, it is reasonable to conclude that any fiscal impact would be minor (if any).

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


 Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office.
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