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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Vallejo City Unified School District (VCUSD) to waive Education Code (EC) Section 52084(a), the Ninth Grade Class Size Reduction (CSR) Program, to receive funding for a full-year, double-period of English 9/English Acceleration and a full-year, double-period of Algebra l/Algebra Acceleration (four courses total) at one district high school, and funding for two courses that do not count toward completion of English or Algebra graduation requirements, grade nine English Acceleration and Algebra I Acceleration at two other district high schools, for targeted low-performing students for the 2005-06 school year.

Waiver Number: 5-6-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district; all participating classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 pupils in any one class); the waiver will be effective for 2005-06 to enable teacher recruitment to be completed.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has discussed issues of CSR previously. Waivers to increase the number of courses for the lowest performing students have been approved by the SBE as long as the total funding to the district does not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district, and the district maintains the 20:1 ratio for all participating classes, with no more the 22 pupils in any one class. The SBE has not previously considered a request to waive the provision that participating classes must meet the specifications of EC Section 51225.3 (i.e., be classes acceptable for the minimum high school graduation coursework requirements).

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Last year, a State Administrator was appointed to VCUSD to accomplish two goals: (1) restore the district to fiscal solvency and (2) improve student achievement. Beginning in August 2005, VCUSD is implementing the UC/CSU a-g coursework pattern for every student (beginning with the Class of 2009). One strategy to help students succeed in this more rigorous coursework pattern is reinstatement of ninth grade CSR.

Accelerated classes will be provided for ninth grade students who need additional help to pass English 9 and Algebra l. However, due to the high number of teacher vacancies that exist currently in both English and mathematics in the VCUSD, the district anticipates not being able to fully restore grade nine CSR by fall 2005. 

VCUSD is seeking this waiver in order to phase-in the restoration of ninth grade CSR in English and Algebra by providing the most academically needy students with “acceleration” classes to assist and support the students’ learning so that they can be successful in the “base” classes (i.e., the classes that meet high school graduation requirements). 

In one school, it may be possible to block the English 9/Accelerated English and Algebra l/Accelerated Algebra classes, with both base and accelerated instruction offered at 20:1 (four classes). In the other two comprehensive high schools, the base and accelerated classes may have to be offered separately because of the numbers of students who need assistance. These stand-alone classes will not provide English or Algebra graduation credit but will maximize the potential for students to successfully pass the base classes and, therefore, ultimately meet the graduation requirements. The waiver will allow VCUSD to provide both options during the phased-in restoration of ninth grade CSR.

EC Section 52084(a) states that the grade nine course (or two grade nine courses) included in a district’s CSR program must count toward completion of high school graduation requirements established in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of EC Section 51225.3; provided that the course (or one of the two courses) included in the CSR program is English. 

The instructional materials used in these grade nine classrooms are as follows: 

· Math base: McDougal Littel Algebra

· Math  acceleration/support: VCUSD is currently reviewing options that

meet State Standards and will provide the best intervention/support for

the accelerated classes with the intent of ordering materials by late July so that

they can be included n teacher training and have sufficient materials on

hand for the start of the school year 

· English base: McDougal Littel "Language of Literature"

· English  acceleration/support: SRA REACH 

The California Department of Education recommends that this waiver be approved for the 2005-06 school year to enable the VCUSD to complete teacher recruitment efforts, upon the conditions that total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district and that all participating classes will be held to the 20:1 ratio average (with no more than 22 pupils in any one class).
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: August 23, 2005 – August 22, 2006

Local board approval date(s): June1, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): June 1, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): May 25, 2005, May 31, 2005, and 

June 13, 2005
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Vallejo Education Association, Janice Sullivan, President.  
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): 

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) District Office and school sites
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Six community forums held. 

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:  

Date(s) consulted: January, March, and May 2005

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No statewide fiscal impact is expected.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office.
Attachments:

· General Waiver Request (4 pages)
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