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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

March 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Public Charter Schools Grant Program: Request to Fund the Recommended List of Charter Schools Grant Awardees
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the recommended list (that will be provided in a last minute memorandum) of charter school grant awards.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	The SBE approved the application for funding for the federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program at its July 2004 meeting.  CDE was subsequently awarded a three-year grant in the amount of $81 million, of which approximately $29 million was available for fiscal year 2004-05. At its November 2004 meeting, the SBE approved the November 2004 Request for Applications (RFA). A copy of the RFA is available for review on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/pcsgp04info.asp.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The application deadline for this cycle of the Public Charter Schools Grant Program was January 6, 2005.  Scoring of the grant applications will be conducted  from February 1, 2005, through February 25, 2005.  Each application will be read and scored on a four point rubric by a panel of three qualified readers from throughout the nation. 

Applicants for start-up and implementation funds described the mission, vision, and goals of their proposed new charter schools, the students to be served, the experience of administrators and other key personnel, and provided a budget for the proposed use of grant funds. Preference points will be awarded to applicants proposing to open schools that would 1) serve students whose home attendance area school is in Program Improvement and 2) be opened in a county currently not served by a charter school.

Applicants for dissemination funding described their own high quality charter schools and the practices they would like to disseminate to other charter and traditional schools that have led to the increased academic performance of their students.

The highest scoring applications are recommended for funding.



	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The fiscal impact of approving the list of grant awardees is that the funds allocated to CDE by the Federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program will be released to the successful grantees to start new charter schools and to disseminate best practices developed in charter schools.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	A recommended list of Public Charter Schools Grant Program grant awards will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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