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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Shasta Trinity ROP to waive a portion of Education Code (EC) Section 35330(c) and (d) to allow the expenditure of funds and transportation allowances out-of-state for students engaged in out-of-state excursions and field trips.

Waiver Number: 3-12-2004
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waivers in the past.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Shasta Trinity Regional Occupational Program (ROP) is a joint powers agency offering vocational training to six northern California school districts: Shasta Union High School District, Anderson Union High School District, Gateway Unified School District, Fall River Joint Unified School District, Trinity High School District and Mountain Valley Unified School District. They are requesting a waiver of EC Section 35330(c) and (d) to use district funds to pay for a conference that took place out-of-state. 

As one of the many ROPs within California, students can enroll in a variety of programs to receive training in a particular field. Students receive high school credit for ROP vocational courses. One of the vocational courses available is fire fighting. Shasta Trinity ROP’s course provides not only fundamentals, but also skills for fire service, fire suppression techniques, equipment operation, First Responder emergency medical care, rescue practices, wild land fire fighter training, and hazardous materials training.  Among the teaching methods used are lectures, equipment drills, physical training, and field trips. One of these field trips is attendance and participation in the Western States Fire Fighting Conference.  

In the past, the Shasta Trinity ROP students attended the Western States Fire Fighting Conference in San Jose, California. In 2004, however, the location of the conference was changed to Reno, Nevada. The Reno/Sparks Convention Center hosted the conference November 2 through 4, 2004. This conference attracted hundreds of attendees from throughout eleven western states that contained an ambitious educational program.

Seventy-nine students attended this conference at a cost of $2,018. The Shasta Trinity ROP did not realize that they could not send students using district funds without getting a waiver request approved first. Two buses were also used to transport the students.  Attendance at the conference allows these students with unique opportunities to enhance their skills with the latest high tech methods and approaches of fire fighting. 

These fire fighting courses provide students with vital training in preparation for working in an exciting yet rewarding field. Therefore, as the conference is an intrinsically valuable part of the ROP fire fighting training that these students receive through ROP, the department recommends approval of this waiver.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: 11/01/04 to 11/06/04

Local board approval date(s): November 30, 2004

Public hearing held on date(s): November 30, 2004

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): October 21, 2004  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: CTA, Mike Richardson and CSEA, Dave Smith

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Fire Fighting Advisory Committee

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: November 15, 2004   
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver will allow the ROP to use district funds to pay for this training and transportation.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachments:

· General Waiver Request (2 pages)

· List of districts/high schools served by Shasta-Trinity ROP (1 page)

· Educational and Conference Program (1 pages)
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