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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Enterprise Elementary School District to waive Education Code (EC) 47605.1(e)(3) and portions of EC 47605(a)(1), for the Chrysalis Charter School to allow the use of two sites, one in the Enterprise School District and the other at Turtle Bay Exploration Park in the Redding School District.

Waiver Number: 21-1-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denial 

That the waiver be approved for the 2005-06 school year 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Several similar waivers were approved by the SBE on September 9, 2004 (Item W-28). However, these waivers addressed the sudden closure of California Charter Academy (CCA) sites.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Assembly Bill 1994 was enacted by the Legislature in 2002 and amended EC Section 47605 to include the following provisions relating to classroom-based programs.

EC 47605(a)(1) A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district.

EC47605.1(e)(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which education services are provided to pupils prior to or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition prior to July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.”

Chrysalis Charter School is authorized by the Enterprise Elementary School District in Shasta County. Chrysalis is a museum-based charter school with two sites, the first located in the Redding District, with a focus on natural science serving students kindergarten through 8th grade. This charter school has one site within the boundaries 

of the Enterprise Elementary School District, and another two miles away, but within the Redding School District boundaries, which is the subject of this waiver request. 

Chrysalis Charter School had a 792 Base API in 2003 with an 8 Statewide Ranking. Although ranking information is not yet available in 2004, the school’s API Growth in 2004 is 776, a decrease of 16 points. 

The California Department of Education recommends approval of this waiver request for one year (July 1, 2005, to June 30, 2006) for the following reasons:

1) In establishing geographic and site limitations for charter schools, the intent of Assembly Bill 1994 was to bring charter schools closer to their authorizing districts. Chrysalis Charter School is currently operating close to their authorizing district with a school campus only two miles from the district authorizer’s office. 

2) The school has built a productive working relationship over a nine-year period with Enterprise Elementary School District and the Redding School District. 

3) The students at the school are exhibiting high achievement as measured by API results. 

4) Redding School District supports this waiver request (see attached letter from Redding School District). 

The circumstances related to this waiver request are very different from the September 2004 waiver requests related to CCA closures and the Eagles Peak Waiver Request on the March 2005 SBE agenda.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 7/1/05-6/30/07 (requested) - modified by CDE to 7/1/05-6/30/06 
Local board approval date(s): February 2, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): February 2, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 31, 2005 

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: EETA, Dan Mulloy

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
  posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Chrysalis Council

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
   None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: December 15, 2004

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


This waiver request will not greatly impact either state or local finances.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing.  Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.

Attachments:

· General Waiver Request (5 pages)

· Support letter from Redding School District (1page)
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